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* a Chriſttan Reader. 
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WY HE Lowe of Chriſt in his holy ones, and the great 1 | 
7 uſefulne/s of uch Hiſtory, command me io take it ar bo 

a pleaſing Ofice, to commend this real dſcriptis 

„% a Saint, Yo thy ſerious fittu/al and imitations ||| 

. ; Dye good acceptance and ſucceſs of the latg $ubliſh- .118 
1 ed Life and Death of Mr. Joſeph Alleine, % H encoun - 

3 rageth me to ſerve in this. As to the Credit of the Narrative, ] 
let it be enough to toll thee, that his worthy Brather Mr. James 
Janeway (intimately acquainted with his moſt ſecret life} is the 
avriter of it (4 hawe no hand in it my ſelf.) And if thou live 
in or near London, where he is now well known, I will not 
be beholden to thee to believe it; eſpecially, if thou alfs know 
the other moſt credible atteftors. I know that many Juch Hi, 

tories, eau more what the writer could ſay, than what tb | 

perſon was or did. But hers both He and his Relations, and 1 

theſe whom he lived with, were alſo ſo near us, aud art many 1 
of them yet ſo intimately known to me, and others, that"there is | 
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"Ge no place for doubting, left us. 


7 fuch inflances are wery ſad to my thoughts, E? 
4 am defiring the welfare of Mankind on Earth. To hear of the 10 | 


; death of an infant, who might have proved wwe know not 1 
1 hat; or of an uſeleſs Perſon, or of any aged Chriſtians who. , i 
WW hath profitably run out the courſe of Nature, is nothing fo dt 
to me ; as to hear of the remapal of ſuch excellent young m j 
when they are prepared for their wark, and juſt beginning it? i 
But God is infinitely Wiſe, and Juſt, and more merciful too than 
abe tan be, He knoweth what he doth, and why; and is a. 
"Y countable to none about the 15 75 0} IO efits, nor the 
- reaſons of his various diſpoſal. But the great Judgment: | 
41  wwhich 2 his death have fallen theſe Kingdoms, do partly + ] 4 
tell us that it is no wonder, if ſuch men were taken from the | 
evil to come, of whom the * hath ſa notoriouſh * 11 . | 
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than to be put under a buſhel here on Earth. 


Ad for himſelf, be hath run long enough who bathtoacld 
the Prize He hath Jailed long enough who is come ſafe to the 


Harbour "And he hath lived long enough, who is readieft to 


die. Tho" I wonder at the lengthning of my own lift, which 
hath been threatned by God and Man theſe thirty three years or | 


more; yet, alas, how much leſs have I lived thaw this man did, 


who am yet far ſhort of his heavenly preparation: I am a- 


d to read that any thing of mine muas & help to his attain- 
ments, and to find that almoſt faxty years-of age, I am much be- 
tow what he was raiſed to at twenty three, Oh that God 


could give my frozen Age ſuch warm refletions from theſe his 


remains; that (according to my need) I may receive more from 


him that is dead, than ever he did from me alive ! If his own' 


Rewerend Father received fo much from him, wwhy may not I 
alſo have ſome quickning even by the dead,, through the fruits 
of the ſpirit left behind him, and the ſame ſpirit's quickning in- 
flux upon me And may I but fo die, how harmleſs, how wel- 
come will death be. 

Me think it great pity, that he lived to preach but tao Ser- 
mons in the World ! 2 Some poor ignorant dull Congrega - 
tion had not been inſtructed and awakened by bis Doctrine; and 
his ſpiritual fervor had not by diſperſed Writings enflamed the 


ſouls of thouſands with the ſame Heavenly love and zeal. But who 


knoweth yet but that this one Narrative of his Holy Exemplary 
Life and Death, may do as much as more numerous or volum: - 
nous Writings ? The many Volumes of holy Lives, of ancient 
Doctors, Martyrs, and later Diwvines, Philoſophers. and others 
in Germany, England, and other Lands, have done much 
good, and are ſtill very uſeful, and pleaſant and profitable re- 
creation, ( O how much better than Play-books and Romances / ) 
But Experience tells us, That God flill poureth forth as large 
meaſures of his Spirit, as heretofore be did. If holy Auguſ- 
tines Life, after Jo much pollution, and holy Hierom's Life, 
non fuiſſe virginem, were /o laudible and ex- 

emplary, O how much praiſe do I owe to God, for his grace 
2 Servants, who am yet acquainted with ſo great a 
number of holy, laborious, faithful Minifters, who I have great 
reaſon to believe, not only to have all their lives been free from 
all groſe heinous fins ; but alſo to have laid out their Zeal, 


their Time," their Labpurs fo fincerely and ſelf-denyingly . | 


7 
a, 


( 4 ) — | RF 5 1 
Valk unworthy. Ir is fitter for fuch lights to ine in Maven, 


cn % © 


haps their lives had been as ſbort if they had done leſs, as are 


they who had but a ſhort life to live, ſhould do more than many 


1 


God, and the gbod of Souls, as that I cannot bat hope, that if 
thoſe who are againſt their preaching of the Goſpel, were but 
as well-acquainted with them as I am, they would be their 
friends, and forward to promote the work, 
1 know. one temptation the Reader is like to meet with, ts 
hinder his profiting by this example ! Ewen to think that Mr. 
Alleine and Mr. Janeway by overdoing, did but cut ſhort 
their own libes; and that their exceſſive labours in Meditation, 
Prayer, and other Duties did deprive the Church of the benefit 
of much more, which they might have lived to do: and there- 
fore that ſuch exampleFaremet to be imitated, but fland as 
abarnings to us, not to overdo and deſiray our bodies as they did. 
To which I anſwer ;, I. I am one my ft that wiſh both y 
them had done ſomewhat leſs, in that part of duty <ubieh hurt 
the body, and overmatched their ftlrengtb. And Jun per- 
ſewading you, that every man muſt needs preach as often as Mr. 
Alleine, or ſtudy and.meditate as long as Mr. Janeway and 
he did; Men have their various capacities, and opportunities, 
and works.” 2. But yet I dare not charge either of them with 
fin ; becauſe I know not their particular motives. 3. And per- 


the lives of many hundred Students, wwho favour themſelves more 
than any wiſe man would wiſh. And it was God mercy that 


that live to the period of nature's courſe. And Methuſalem's 
life and theirs is equalled now. Whom have you known that 
by longer living, hath got more holy readineſs to die? 4. But I 
beſeech you diftinguiſh well, between that part of their work, 
«which was really like to overthrow their natures, and the reſt 
«which had na ſuch tendency, and do not make the avoiding of 
the former a pretence againſt your imitating of the latter. It is not 
Studying, meditating, praying, preaching, according tothe meaſures 
of nature's flrength, that much ſhorteneth life, Tthink that learned. 
man wrote not fooliſhly, wwho maintaineth that Studies tend 
to long life. For my own part I was feeble before I was a 
hard Student and ftudies have been a conſtant pleaſura.to me. 
And let any man judge whether conſtant pleaſure tend to ſhorten 
any man's Life ? Indeed that which deſftroyeth the health of © 
Students is, 1. The ſedentarineſs of their lives. 2. And vant 
of temperance and due care of their diet. 3. And want of 72 
ficient chearfulneſs. 4. And taking colds. Cold Students but 
mere imitate the labouring man, and take juſt hours and 
B 2 opportunities 
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opportunities for bodily labour (or playfal walks and ex- 
erci/es, that never warm and purge the blood) and did they eat 
end drink wiſely, and live joyfully, and awzid colds, they 


might beſtow the reſt of their time in the hard«ft' ſtudies, with 22 
Atile hurt, (except here and there a melancholy or diſeaſed D. Pes 
1 doubt not but ſuch Narrative as this, will tempt many a ſloth- n 
Ful ſenſual Scholar, to indulge his ſenſuality as 2 quay; th 
but at a dying hour be will find the difference; Oh what a C. 
-;- vi then is the review of a holy, heavenly, well ſpent 4 
Life © p ADP; | 2 
I hawe of? thought what the reaſon ii ubut among the Papiſts, 1 
the lives of their Saints be deſeribld in the biekef RT fo 
_ their Books have even unreaſonable preten ſions of devotion, even 1 
10 the laying by of our underſtanding, or to a kind of deification, 4 
(Lie Barbanſons, Benedictus, de Benedictus, and divers 
others ) it doth not offend men, but the Vulgar themſelves do : 


> in the ſanctity of them. Whereas if with us.@ man riſ⸗ 
gber in holineſs, and in devout contemplation, yea or action, 
than others, he is preſently the great eye-ſore and obloquy of 
the World. I mean of the envious and ungodly part, which 
is too great. But the reaſon Þ perceive is, T hat among the Pa» 
pifts, to be a Religious man is to be A Perfectiſt, who doth 
more than is commanded him, or is necefjary to ſalvation, and fo 
the people being taught that they may be Javed without being 
fuch themſelves, their ſpleen is not flirrtd up againſt them, as / 
the troubles of their conſciences peace 3 but they are intereſſed in 
their Bouour, as being the honour of their Way and Church : 
But with us men are taught that they muff be religions them» | 
felve in fincerity, if ever they avill be ſaved, and that without 
holineſs none ſhall ſee God, and that they are not fincere if they 
defire not to be perfect“ And fo they that will not be gody 
themſelues, do think that the lives of the godly do condemn 
the m. ; | 
1 write not this to caſt any diſgrace on the true Hiſtory of any 
holy man's life: Nor ſhall it ever be my employment to reproach 
or hide. God's Graces in any, nor to make men believe that they 
are worſe than they are. Whoever revile me for it, I will 
magnify and love that of God which appeareth in any of his 
Serwants, of any Sect or party whatſoever. When I read ſuch 
Writings as old Gerſon, Guil, Pariſienſis, and divers others, 
and fuch as Jol. Acoſta, and ſome other Jeſuits, and ſuch lives ' 
4 Nerius'sand Mr. de Reuti's, &c. I cannot but think that 


they 


» * 
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they had the ſpirit of God, and the more do I hate all thoſe mi/- 


chievous engines, additions, and ſingularities, which divide /o 
many Chriſtians in the World, who have the ſame ſpirit, and 
avill not fuffer us to hold the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 


peace. Oh this unhappy pretended Wiſdom and Orthodox- 


neſs inthe holding of oureſeveral Opinions, zs the — 
that puffeth up, and hath bred the pernicious tympanitty of t 

Church, when it is Charity that edifieth it : And the more men 
glory in their dogmatical knowledge, to the contempt and hurt 
U 2 as differ from them, the lejs they know as they ought to 
know. And if any man hade knowledge enough to kindle in his 
foul the love of God, the ſame is known and loved of God, and 


| then he will prove that wwiſe man indeed, at death and to eters 


zity. 1 Cor. vil; 1, 2, 3. A 
Reader, Learn by this Hiſtory to place thy Religrom in love 
and praiſe, and a heavenly life.” Learn to keep ſuch commu-= 
nion with God, and to find ſuch employment with thy heart by 
meditation, as thy ſtrength and opportunity, and other, du- 
ties quill allow thee : (for I urge thee to no more.) Learn 
hence to thirft after the good of ſouls, and to fill up thy hours 
with fruitful duty? And Oh that we could here learn the 
hardeſt leſſon, to get above the love of 75 and to overcome the 


fears of death, and to long to ſee the glory of Chrift, and tri- 


— 


— 
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umphantly to paſs by Jey to Joy. O bleſſed world of holy ſpi- 
rits ! <whoſe nature and wol k, and happineſs is Love: Met 
Lowe of Carnal-ſelf, and Intereſt, and Parties, which here 


maketh thoſe ſeek our deſtruction moſt, who have the higheſt 
c/teem of our knowledge and ſincerity (as thinking our di/- 
ſent will moſt effeftually croſs their pariial Intereſts.) But the 
love of God in Himſelf and in his Saints, checked by no fin, 
hindred by no diftance, darkneſs, deadneſs or diſaffetion : di- 
verted by no carnal, worldly baits ; tempted by no perſecutions 
or afflitions ; damped by no fears of death, nor of any decays 
or ceſſation through Eternity. To teach me better how to live 
and die, in Faith, Hope, and Love, is that for which 1 
read this Narrative ; and that thou mayeſt learn the ſame is 
the end of my commending it to thee ! _ The Lord teach it ef- 


feetually to thee and me. Amen. 


2 


| RICHARD BAXTER, 
Auguſt 28, * : 
1672. B 3 


q (8 ) 


The Teflimony of Mr. Samuel Borſet, Ke wt Fellow of - 
King's in Cambrid ge, and a very intimate Acquaintance of fy 
Mr. John Janeway's. | H 
Beloved Friends, 3 | * 170 * 
Y own mean eſteem of the ſingle weight of that v 
teſtimony expected from me concerning my dear tt 
rother, -on the account of my intimacy with him in t 
King's-Collzge (the known memorable paſſages of whoſe ſ 

8 Life and Death are now happily compiled and a 


pybl 1'd for your ſpecial peruſal) moves me to call in a two- E 
old recommendation thereof from you, to thoſe that c 
knew him not; who being confirmed in the Truth of this t 
Narrative, may thereby be won to believe, admire,' and t 
emulate the ſignal Grace of God in him. | t 
1. That remembring ſo much thereof your ſelves, 
and what opportunity I had of knowing the certainty of | 
all; you would aſſure thoſe who may enquire of you, 
That the impartial compiler hath kept within the bounds 
of Truth and Sobriety in proſecution of his honeſt aims, 
to advance the Glory of God's rich Mercy to this choſen 
Veſſel, and by reviving what remains, he could collect of 
this burning as well as ſhining Light (alas how ſoon ex- 
tint!) to awaken and quicken the formal Profeſſor, if he 
may not induce the prophane Scoffers of this Age, to a 
more ſerious Study and Improvement of thoſe inviſible 
Realities, the clear-evidence and powerful Influence 
whereof, our good Friend did ſo abundantly experience. 
The Truth is, the Tranſcriber (tho' beſt accompliſhed, 
and moſt inwardly acquainted with what might conduce 
thereto) doth, and could not but fall ſhort of declaring 
the tranſcendant Excellencies of this ſublime Soul and 
precious Saint,which till toward his End, (when his Heart 
was too full to hold in what could be uttered) were much 
concealed, even to thoſe who knew him beſt, by reaſon 
of his great Humility and Modeſty. Theſe diſpoſed him 
rather to receive than communicate, except where he had 
no expectation of the former, and either familiar Inter- 
courſe engaged, or the apprehended exigency of thoſe 
his Heart was drawn out to in Chriſtian Love and Com- 
paſſion, conſtrained to the latter. Vet many of thoſe 

| precious 


69 J 
precious ſtreams that did flow from him, we muſt lament 
the Loſs of, through default of careful Receivers, or faith- 
ful Retainers. He was of clear Intellectuals, and a large 
Heart, both for craving and comprehending what was 


worthy his Purſuit; Which being happily improved by 


his Education, and timely ſeaſoned with a ſpiritual fa- 
your of Gaſpel-Myſteries (for obtaining of which he had 
then with "others, choice Advantages) was a great Help 
to his proficiency in acquaintance with the vital Exerci- 
ſes and ſoul-ſatisfying Enjoyments of the Divine Life, 
above not only his Equals, but Seniors and Inſtructors. 
He was much diſſatisfied with himſelf under any Decays 
or Abatements, till he could (if not alone, by imploring 
the Affiſtance of Chriſtian Friends) recover what he ſome 
time had had ſuch ſweet Experience of. And not con- 
tent with any Attainments, was ſtill preffing unto what 
his Proſpect in the Promiſes, encouraged by his happy 
prelibation, aſſured him was attainable. He was to this 
end a chearful embracer and diligent improver of ſpiri- 
tual Opportunities, exact in his Chriſtian Watch, much 
wreſtling (and very prevalent) with God in Prayer, and 


with himſelf in his Solitudes, ſtriving to diſentangle his 
| Heart from what might divert his holy Ambition, and to 


raiſe it to the higheſt Activity and Capacity for glorifying 
and enjoying God in Chriſt, for the excellency of the 
Knowledge, of whom he accounted all inferior Attain- 
ments but loſs. What he had taſted and ſeen, he was 
grieved to ſee others Neglect, deſirous to bring others to 
Experience, by earneſt eg TO to God, de- 
ſigning with. himſelf, contriving with his ſpiritual Con- 
fidence what might conduce thereunto. | 
He had a true ſympathy with thoſe: that were bound 
with him Heavenward. Their Preffures and Conflicts 
were his Burdens: His Prayers and Counſels their ready 
Aſſiſtants: Their Refreſhments, his Revivings, and their 
ſpiritual Proficiency, his Joy. 8 ge — 
He was a ſecret and compaſſionate Mourner; as in ge- 


neral for the World's degeneracy, pretended Chriſtians 


unthankfulneſs for the Goſpel, the Hazard run by innu- 
merable precious Souls; ſo eſpecially for the dreadful 
Apoſtacies of ſome; the then threatning Decay, and 
growning Formality of others, ſometimes ſeemingly . 

WTI "Utes. ward; 


* 
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1 
ward; which brought him nigher to God, and more in- 
.flamed his holy Zeal. But this chiefly was carried out 
to advance the Power of Religion in the Family and Per- 
ſons he was peculiarly related to; apprehending there to 
lie his beſt Opportunities as well as ſtrongeſt Obligations. 
And his Succeſs was very encouraging. 


This is part of what I knew of him at Cambridge, Who 


refer you for farther reviving your remembrance to the 
Narrative. But both his ſpiritual Receipts and Expen- 
ces were much increaſed the two laſt Vears of his Life, 
when I had not opportunity of perſonal Converſe with 


him. And by reaſon of our diſtance (and at that time 


ignorance of his weak Condition) I was not ſo happy as 
to ſhare in the priviledge of thoſe who had-the conveni- 
ency of receiving his laſt and ſweeteſt Breath. Tho' I 
ſoon after had the Account (while things were freſh in 
their Memories and warm on their Hearts) from the eye 
and ear Witneſſes that ſome of them have now been in- 
duced to make more Public. But next and chiefly : 

2. I intreat you to recommend the truth of this Nar- 
rative, by your faithful adhering to diligent promoting 


of what ſome of you learned from him, and others pro- 
feſſed with him. That by imitating his good Example, 


and improving his Experiences with your longer Oppor- 
tunities, you may be ſuch proficients in Chriſtianity, as 
ſhining like Lights your ſelves, to hold forth the word of 
Life for convincing the Incredulous: That the myſteries 


of Regeneration, a Life of Faith in Chriſt, the fruitful - 


improvement of Union, and Communion with him to a 
proſpicuous Conformity tohim, Crucifixion to the World 
by his Crofs, and a Converſation with him in Heaven 
while on Earth (therein propoſed, herein exemplified) 
be no figments, but great Realities; no flight matters, 
but of greateſt Conſequence: Not ſuch ſingularities, but 
that others, according to their meaſures, taking the like 
courſe, may be experimentally acquainted with the fur - 
aſſing ſweetneſs of an intereſt therein. And the rather 
am I bold to intreat this of you, becauſe I was privy to his 
Souls concern, for the concernments of your Souls. How 
paſſionately he deſired to ſee Chriſt formed in you, and 
rejoyced at any Evidence thereof. How earneſtly he 
would pray for you all, and eſpecially for thoſe he had 
| more 


1 1 
more occaſion to deal with, or cauſe to be jealous of. 
How affected he was with your Dangers and Snares. And 
what a defire de had you might out-ſtrip himſelf, who 
could not take up his Reſt on this ſide Heaven. The 
good Lord wy every one of us to ſhew the ſame Dili- 


gence, to the full Aſſurance of Hope to the End, that we 
may not be ſlothful, but followers of them, who by Faith 
and Patience inherit the Promiſes. BY 16S 

I have one farther requeſt, That you would purſue hy 
your moſt earneſt Supplications the Deſign of publiſhing 
this Narrative, that God would make it proſperous to 
the pious ends therein propoſed, and for which I hope b) 
his Providence, it is reſerved now for public View. E 
pecially, that it may provoke to holy Emulation, not only 
thoſe who were more peculiar endeared to our precious 
Friend by natural or ſpiritual Bonds; (and that if any of 
theſe be fallen from their firſt Love, they may be excited 
to Repent, and do their firſt Works, and ftrengthen the 
things that remain ; leſt having begun in the Spirit, th 
wretchedly end in the Fleſh, and draw back to erdition) 
but alſo, ſome at leaſt of them that ſucceed in the Cham. 
bers and Studies, which ſometimes were ſanctified with 
the Word and Prayer, by thoſe that ſingly, and jointly 
(as Chamber-fellows and Colleagues) earneſtly implored 
the Divine Benediction on thoſe two Royal Foundations 
he was Member of: That the God of the Spirits of all 
Fleſh would make them fruitful Nurſeries of ſuch as might 


be eminent Inſtrument of God's Glory here, and turning 


many to Righteouſneſs, might ſhine as the Stars for 
ever and ever. Wherein you may expect the hearty 
concurrence of _. 


Your real Friend, 


SAMUEL BORSET, 


The 


| a 72 3 
« The Teflimony of Mr. Marmaduke Tennant, Miniſter of 
Tharfield in Hertfordſhire, an intimate Acguaintance of 
Mr. John Janeway's, u conflant Viſiter of him in his 


| Sickneſs, and an Eye and Far- Mitneſ of the moſt ſubſtan- 


tial Things in this Narrative. 
Cbriſtian Reader, © © «ok 


Can aſſure thee from my own Knowledge, that Mr. 
John FJaneway was an excellent Perſon, in reſpeR of 


his natural Parts, acquired Gifts, and Divine Graces, 


| Wherewith his Heavenly Father adorned him, (conſider- 
ing his Age) even far above the ordinary rate of the beſt 
ſort of Scholars and Chriſtians. All which he exceedingly 
Improved for the good of others (eſpecially in his near 
Relations) both in Health and Sickneſs, to the laſt Hour 


of his Life. and when the immediate fore-runners of 


Death was upon him, he acted Faith and Hope ſo lively, 
judiciouſly, and compoſedly, (without the leaſt ſhew of 
human Frailty) as if with bodily Eyes he ſaw the holy 
Angels ſtanding before him, ready to receive and carry 
his precious Soul into his Father's Glory. Verily he was 
moſt lovely in his Life, and yet more lovely at his Death, 


the like I never beheld before nor ſince. And I doubt 


not but the ſerious Conſideration of this Narrative of his 
Life and Death will (through God“ ” -fling) beget a 


zealous imitation of this Samt indeed, in every good | 
0 18 


Chriſtian who reads the ſame: Which that it may 
the hearty Prayer of thy Friend in the Lord Jeſus, 


MaRMA DUKE TENN ANT. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


, —_— 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


HEN I ſeriouſly conſider how much Atheiſm 
and Impiety abounds ; and fee how ſenſual de- 


lights are purſued, and Religion in its power is rejected, 
as a dull, fad, and unpleaſant thing; when I ſee a Zeal 
decried as unneceſſary, and few acting in the things of 
God, as if they were indeed matters of the higheſt con- 
ſequence, reality and ſubſtance, the greateſt profit, and 
ſweeteſt pleaſure ; I could not but do what in me lies to 
| | rectify 
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without ſome hop 
liking of Religion, that had not only been ſtrangers to 
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rectiſy theſe diſmal miſtakes, and juſtify wiſdom from 
the imputation of folly : and demonſtrate even to ſenſe, 
the tranſcendant excellency and reality of inviſtbles.. 
The proſecution of which deſign I could not more ef- 


fectually manage, than by the preſenting this enſuing 
Narrative to the World. As for the truth of it, if the 


ſolemn Teſtimony of ſeveral Miniſters (which were eye 


and ear Witneſſes of the moſt ſubſtantial things here 
preſented) may be credited; here thou haſt three of 
them. As for my ſelf I think I had as great an advan- 
tage to acquaint my ſelf with the ſecret practices of this 
precious Saint, as any one well could have; beſides m 

deareſt intimacy, and ſpecial obſervation and peruſal of 


- 


his Papers, I had a long account from his own mouth 


upon his death-bed of his ſecret and conſtant praQtice, 
and his experiences. And les me tell you the half is 
not told you : for the treachery of my memory hath not 
a little injured thee and him. Had this work been done 
exactly, I am perſwaded it might have been of ſingular: 
uſe to the world. In ſome places I could not juſtly word 
it in his phraſe; but I aſſure thee thou haſt the matter 
and ſubſtance, The weakneſs of the Relator is no ſmall 
diſadvantage to the ſubje& ; but I might a little excuſe 
this, by telling thee, that I think that none living had 
the ſame opportunity in all things to do this work as I 
had. I might alſo tell you, that ſome Reverend, Lear- 
ned, and Holy Men, whoſe authority and requeſt I could 
not deny, put me upon it. And I was not altogether 
es cf drawing ſome to the love and 


the life and power of it, but it may be had entertain'd 
deep prejudices againſt it. And of quickning of others 
that had loſt their former vigour; and incouraging ſome 
that were too ready to go on heavenly. and deſponding. 


If I may ſucceed in this, I ſhall adore the goodneſs of 


God, and praiſe him with the ſtrength of my Soul, That 


I may be ſubſervient to the Lord in promoting the true 


Intereſt of Religion, I beg thy fervent and conſtant pray- 
ers; and that every one that readeth may imitate and 
experience all, and ſo be filled with grace and peace, is 
is the prayers of yours in his deareſt Lord, 


James JANEWAY. 
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Inviſfibles, Realities, 

= | Demonſtrated. | OED 
In the Holy Life and Triumphant Death of 
Mr. Joan IAN EwAr, ſometimes Fellow of 
King's College, CAMBRIDGE, 


C HAP. I. An Account of him * from his Childhood, te 
8 I be ſeventh Year of bis Age. 


R. John Janeway was born Anno 1633. October 27. 
| of Religious Parents, in Lylh in the County of 
Hertfard. He ſoon, gave his Parents the hope of much 
comfort, and the ſymptons of ſomethin g more-than or- 
dinary quickly appeared in him, ſo that ſome who ſaw 
this Child, much feared that his life would be but Hort; 
other hoped that God had ſome rare piece of work to 
do by or for this Chili before he died; he ſhewed that 
neither of them were much miſtaken in their conjecture 
concerning him. He ſoon out-ran his ſuperiors for age 
in learning. And it was thought by no incompetent 


Judges, that for pregnancy of sit, ſolidity of Judgement, 


the vaſtneſs of his intellectuals, and the greatneſs of his 


memory, that he had no /uperiors, few equals, conſidering 


his Age and Education, 


He was initiated in the Latin Tongue by his own Father; 
afterwards he was brought up for ſome time at Paul's 


School in London, were he made a conſiderable profici- 


ency in Latin and Greek under the care of Mr, Langly. 


When he was about eleven years old he took a great fancy 


to Arithmetic and the Hebrew Tongue. | 

About this time his Parents removing into a little 
Village called 4/oden, had the opportunity of dung 
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( 15 ) 
this their Son inſtructed by a learned neighbour; whowas: 
pleaſed to count it a pleaſant diverſion, to read Mars 
matics to him, being then about twelve years old; and 
he made ſuch progreſs in thoſe profound ſtudies; that 
he read Oughtred with underſtandings before he thir- 
teen years old. A Perſon of Quality, bearing of the ad- 
mirabie proficiency of this Boy, ſent for him upeto London, 
and kept him with him for ſome time, to read Maabema- 
tics to him. That which made him the more to be ad- 
mired was, That he did what he did with the greateſt - 
facility, He had no ſmall Skill in Muſic and other con- 
comitants of the Mathematics. 

In the year 1646 he was choſen by that learned Gen- 
neman Mr. Rous the Provoſt of Eton College, one of the 
Foundation of that School, being examined by Provoſt 
and Peſer; in the Hebrew Tongue, which was thought was 
beygnd precedent. Where he gave no unſuitable re- 
turns to the high expectation that was conceiyed of him. 
After a little continuance at Eten he obtained leave of 
his Maſter to go to Oxford, to perfect himſelf in the ſtu- 
dy of Mathematics, where being owned by that great 
Scholar Dr. Ward, one of the Profeſſors of the Univerſity, 
he attained to a ſtrange exactneſs in that luay, nothing 
being within the reach of a hn but he would undertake- 
and graſp. That great Doctor gave him great help and 
encouragement, and looked upon him as one of the avon- 
ders of his age; loved him dearly, and could for ſometime 
after his death ſcarce mention his name without team. 
When he had ſpent about a quarter of a year with Dr. 
Ward at Oxford, he was. commanded to return again to 
Eton, where he ſoon gave proof of his great improvement 
of his time while he was ab/ent, by making an Almanack; 
and calculating; of the Eclipſes for many years before 
hand; ſo that by this time he had many eyes upon him 
as the glory of the School. That which put an accent 
upon his real worth was, that he did not diſcover the 
leaſt affectation or felf-conceit, neither did any diſcerna- 
ble, pride attend-theſe excellengieg So that every one 
took more notice of his part th elf. 

At about ſeventeen. years old he was chofe to King: 
College in Cambridge, at which time the F did 
even contend for che Patrovage of g "He was 
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choſen firſt that year, and an elder Brother of his in the 
ſixth place; but he was very willing to change places 
with his elder Brother, letting him have the firſt, and 

thankfully accepting of the ſixth place. alt * A 
Beſides his great learning, and many other Ornaments 
of Nature, his deportment was ſo ſweet and lovely, 
his demeanour ſo courteous and obliging, even when he 
ſeem'd unconverted, that he muſt be vile with a witneſs + 
that did not love him. Yea many of them who had lit- 
tle kindneſs for morality, much leſs for grace, could not 
but ſpeak well of him. His great wiſdom and learning 
did even command reſpe&, where they did not find it: 
He had an excellent power over his paſſions, and was in a 
great meaſure free from the vice, which uſually attends 
ſuch an age and place. 5 BEAT 

But all this while it is to be feared, that he underſtood 
little of the worth of Chriſt, and his own ſoul; he ſtudisd 
indeed the Heavens, and knew the motion of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, but that was his higheſt ; he thought 
yet but little of God, who made theſe things ; he pried 
but little into the motions of his own heart; he did not 
as yet much buſy himfelf in the ſerious obſervations of 
the wand'ring of his Spirit; the Creator had not yet led 
him to the Creator; but he was ſtill too ready to take up 
with meer ſpeculation ; but God who from all eternity 
had choſen him to be one of thoſe, who ſhould ſhine as 
the San in the Firmament for ever in glory, did when 
he was about 18 years old, ſhine in upon his Soul with 
power; and did convince him what a poor thing it was 
to know ſo much of the Heavens and never come there: 
And that the greateſt knowledge in the world without 
Chriſt} was but an empty dry buſineſs. He now thought 
Mr. Bolton had ſome reaſon on his fide, when he ſaid; 
Give me the moſi magn'ficent glorious Worldling, that ever 
trod upon earthly mould, richly crowned with all the Ornaments 
and eexcellencies of Nature, Art, Policy, Preferment, or aubat 
heart can wiſh befedes 5, yet without the life of Grace, to ani- 
mate and ennoble them, he.quere to the eye of heavenly wiſdom, © 
but as a rotten careaſs, ftuck over with flowers, mapnified * 
dung, guilded rottenneſs,golden damnation. He now began to be 
of Anax#poras's mind, That his work upon earth was to 
ſtudy Heayen and to get thither, and that except a man 
. on N 5 » * | might 
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might be admitted to greater preferment, than this world 
can beſtow upon her fayourites, it was ſcarce worth the 
while to be born. | 8 


nA I. Of his Comverfitn, and wifitls Proefe 
„ OS „ N We 


T H E great work of Converſion, it was not carried 
on upon his Soul, in that dreadful manner, that 
it is upon ſome, that God intends to communicate much 
to, and make great uſe of, but the Lord was pleaſed, 
ſweetly to unlock his heart, by the exemplary life, and 
Heavenly and powerful diſcourſe of a young man in the 
College, whoſe heart God had inflamed with love to 
his ſoul, he quickly made an attempt upon this hopeful 
young man, and the Spirit of God did ſet home his 
Counſels with ſuch power, that they proved effectual, 
for his awakening ; being accompanied with the preach- 
ing of theſe two Canoe worthies, Dr. Hill, and Dr. Ar- 
rowſmith, together with the reading of ſeveral parts of 
Mr. Baxter's Saints Everlaſting Reſt, | 
Now a mighty alteration might eaſily be diſcerned in 
him, he quickly looks quite like another man: He is now 
ſo much taken up with with things above the Moon and 
Stars, that he had little leiſure to think of theſe thin 
only as they pointed higher. He began now not to taſte 
ſo much ſweetneſs in thoſe kind of ſtudies, which he did 
ſo greedily imploy himſelf in formerly. He now began 
to pity them who were curious in their enquiries after 
every thing, but that which is moſt needful to be known 
Chri/t and themſelves; and that which ſometimes was his 
gain, he now counted loſs for Chriſt, yea doubtleſs he 
' eſteemed all ings but as dung and droſs ih compariſon 
of Chriſt, and deſired to know nothing but Chriſt and 
him or oh Not that he looked upon human learning 
as uſeleſs: But when fixed below Chriſt, and not im- 
prove for Chriſt ; he looked upon wiſdom as folly, and 
carey as madneſs, and that which would make one 
more like the Devil, more fit for his ſervice, and put a 
greater accent upon their miſery in another world. 
Mr. 7aneway now begins to caſt about how he might 
beſt improve what he did 8 know, and to fürn all AS 
| 3 | 1 * is 
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his:ſtudies into the right channel: Grace did not take 
kim off from, but made him more diligent and fpiritual 

in his ſtudy, And now Chriſt was at the end and bot. 
tom of every thing: How did he plot and contrive how 
he might moſt expreſs his love and thankfulneſs to him 
who had brought him out of darkneſs into his ma: ve- 
lous light? To this end he ſent up and down packets 
_ of idivine'letters, in which he did ditcourſe fo ſubſtanti- 
ally and experimentally of the great things of God, that 
it would not at all have unbecome ſome grey head to 
have owned what he did write. 2 
le was not a little like young Eliba, in whoſe words 
he uſed to excuſe his freedom with perfons of years, 
whoſe Souls he did early pity. He ſaid, Days fbould ſpeak, 
and multitude of years ſhould teach wiſdom, but there is a ſpi- 
'Tit in à nan, and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth : 
underſtanding ; I am full of matter, 'the ſpirit within me con- 
fpraineth me. bebold my belly is as wine which hath no went, 
it is ready to burſt like new bottles, Twill ſpeak that In 
Be refreſhed, &c. O then how ſweet was the ſavour of 
his graces! He could not but ſpeak the things which 
he had ſeen and heard, and even invite all the world to 
taſte and ſee how good the Lord was. Wo 


He began firſt with his Relations, begging and woo- | 


ing of them to think oſ their precious and immortal 
ſouls, and to lay in ſpeedy proviſions for a death- bed 


and eternity. Oh! with what Compaſſion did he plead 


the cauſe of Chriſt with their ſouls; What 8 
expreſſions did he ufe, what vehement expoſtulations, 
how frequent, how particular in his applications to 
them! G with what gravity and majeſty would he ſpeak 
of the myſteries of the goſpel. n | 
Read what his language was (when he was between 
eighteen and nineteen years old) in a Letter to an ancient 


Minifter that he ſtood related to, who at that time walked 


very heavily. | 
As Mr LETT #8. 
Reverend Sir. | | 
HERE are two things, the want of which I 
have had experience of in your Family, though 
not in every degree; yet in that intenſeneſs of degree 
= * | X 
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v herein they ought to be ; which are the real power of 
Gedlineſs and Religion: And then that which. is the 
fruit of the former, that chearfulneſs, delight, ſpiritual 
joy, and ſerenity of mind, which is to be had in Religion 
and no where elſe ; and that not in Religion in 
its weakeſt degrees, but ina real vigour, power, and 
life, and in a more cloſe conſtant walking with- God ; 
from a tender ſenſe of the worth of ſouls, eſpecially 


' thoſe of your Family: And knowing the duty which 
my relation to it doth lay upon me, and having confi- 
dence of their well acceptance of it : I have undertaken 


to open my thoughts unto them. ho 
In moſt Families in England I fear there is neither the 
form nor the power of Godlineſs, where there is no fear 


of God, no regard of him, no acting under him, or in 


reference to him. Theſe are in my opinion, twice dead, 
nay, not ſo much as having the dead carcaſs of Religion : 
Objects of pity they are, and O how few are there that 


ſpend one campaſſionat e thought upon them 


Others there are who ſome way or other, it may be 
from tradition from good Parents, it may be from know- 
ing the faſhion of thoſe in their rank, it may be from 
the frequent inculcation of good inſtructions from Chriſ- 
tian Friends or Godly Miniſters; or ſome rrughng n 

U ; 


ruptions of Conſcience, having gatten the outward 


or ſhell of Religion, without any kernel or ſolidity-at 


all: And this Generation doth uſually truſt to this their 


their Religion that it will bring them to a place like a 
ſleeping place in Heaven, or keep them out of Hell, 


though they live without God in the World. Theſe are 


poor Creatures too ; making haſte to their own deſtruc-, 


tion, apd know it not, yea, thinking that they are in a 


fair way for Heaven. Oh! that there were never a Fa- 


mily to which we are related, which gave too ſad cauſe 


of fear, that it were in ſuch a caſe, or near ſuch a caſe 


. 


A third ſort of people there are ( and but a few of 


_ theſe neither) which have the reality of Religion, but 
vet in much weakneſs, coldneſs, faintneſs, dip neſs, and 


intermiſſion; like Muss brood above half mad ſtill; be- 


| ginning to have ſome life in their Head, a little in their 


eart, but the Feet of their Affections and Actions have 
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little or no motion. And where ſhalt we find « Chic. 


tlan that is got any higher than this, yea, that doth in 


good earneſt ſtrive to get any higher? Now there are 
Higher attainments to be reached after; there is a hay- 


ing our Converſation in Heaven while we are u' 

Earth; neither doth this conſiſt in ſome weak diſcourſes, 
about God, Heaven, and the things of Religion ; it con- 
fiſts not in the meer praying twice a day, and in keep- 
me the Sabbath in an uſual manner in its order ; it con- 
ſiſts not in a few thoughts of Religious objects coming 


into the mind in a common way, and as eaſily loſt as 


got. But true Religion raiſeth his Soul to longings, 


Hungrings, and thirſtings not without ſome enjoyments, 


Religion in power is to act for God with ſtrength, vi- 
r, earneſtneſs, intenſenefs, delight, chearſulneſs, 
enity and calmneſs of mind. The Fruits of the Spi- 


Tit are joy in the Holy Ghoſt and Peace: Fear, diſquiet, 


and terrors are uſually the introduction to a better ſtate, 
but they are not of the Eſſentials of Religion; yea the 
contrary frame of Spirit is to be ſtriven for. WA 
To ſpeak yet more plainly and to tell you, Honoured 
Sir, what Fears and Jealouſies are, with reverence to 
our felf, and tender affection unto all your Family, I 


ou our felf are Subject to too many deſpond- 
holy thoughts. The cauſes whereof give me 
leave with ſubmiſſion to gueſs at. The firſt I think may 
be your reflecting on your entring upon the Miniſtry 


without that Reverence, Care, holy Zeal for God, Love 


to Chriſt, and Compaſſion to Souls, which is required 


of every one that undertakes that Holy Office; it may 
be there was rather a reſpect to your own living in the 


World than of wh 55 God in the World, be it thus, 


be it not as bad, or be it worſe ; the remedy is the ſame. 


Theſe have a wounding power in them, which will be 
felt to be grievous, when felt as they are in themſelves, 
but continual ſorrow and ſad thoughts do keep this 
wound open too long, and are not availableto the having 
of it cured. Wounds indeed muſt he firſt opened that 
they may be. cleanſed, they muſt be opened that their 


wr but no longer than the Balm of Gilead, is to 


-” 
— .% 
3 


| made 


+ * 

* 

: >: Ka 
7 * 


«20 
* — 


that they may be healed. And when Chriſt is 


- Klth may be difcovered in reference to a purging and 
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State of the people which, God hath committed 10 00. | 


they pity not themſelves. have often wreſtled with 


and former Experience tea 


| Baxter's Saints Eqerlafting Reft, that can 
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made uſe of aright, he leaveth joy and comfort, yen a 

conſtant bnmility of ſpirit is no way inconſiſtent with 
this'peace of G ll... 66 hbigntt 

A ſecond cauſe of your heavineſs may be a ſenſe o 


and indeed who can but mourn over people in ſuch a 
condition, objects of pity they are, and the more becauſe 


God, that he would direct you in-what is your duty con- 
2 them, which I perſuade my ſelf is your earneſt 
requeſt. Now it after your ſerious examining” of your -: 
ſelf what your conſcience doth conclude to be your duty, 
you do it, and ſee you do it; you are then to reſt upon 

God for his effectual working. Let not any think to be 


more merciful than God, for wherein he dotb, he goeth 


beyond his bounds; And this is no more cauſe of heavi- 
neſs to you, than the oppoſition that the Apoſtles found 
at any time was, who notwithſtanding rejoiced in tri- 
bulation. 33 7 n 
Another cauſe of heavineſs may be what diviſions are 
between your ſelf and ſome of your Relations. O that a 
ſpirit of meekneſs and wiſdom might remove all cauſe of 
ſorrow for that. But were the power of Godlineſs more 
in hearts and Families, all the cauſes of ſuch trouble 
would ſoon be removed, there would be leſs that would 
deſerve reprehenſion, and there would be a fittedneſs of 
ſpirit to give and bear reproof; to give in meekneſs and 
tenderneſs, and to bear in humility, patience, and thank- 
fulneſs. Some cares and thoughts you may bave con- 
cerning your Family when Ven. are gone. But let Faith = 
you to drive away all ſueh 
thoughts. Your conſtitution and ſolitarineſs may alſo be 
ſome cauſe of melancholy ; but there is a Duty wbich if 
it were exerciſed would diſpel all; which is heavenly me- 


Ll 


_ Citation, and contemplation of the things which true 


Chriſtian Religion tends to. If we did but walk cloſely 

with God one hour in a day in this Duty, O what iuflu- 

ence would it have into the whole day beſides; and duly 

performed into the whole life. This Duty, with the 

uſefulneſs, manner, and directions, &c. I knew in ſome 

meaſure before, but had it more preſſed upon me by Mr. 
I1CAFCE 
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valued, for which I have cauſe for ever to bleſs God. | | 
As for your dear Wife, I fear the cares and troubles of 


the World take off her mind too much from walking 
with God ſo cloſely as ſhe ought to do, and from that 
_ earneſt endeavour after higher degrees of Grace, I com- 
mend therefore to her and all, this excellent duty of 
meditation: it is a bitter ſweet duty, bitter to corrupt 
nature, but ſweet'to the regenerate part, if performed. 
J intreat her and your ſelf, yea I charge it upon you 
with humility and tenderneſs, that God have at leaſt 
half an hour allowed him in a day for this Exercife: O 
this moſt precious ſoul- raiſing, ſoul-raviſhing, ſoul-per- 
fecting duty! Take this from your dear friend as ſpoke 
with reverence and real love and faithfulneſs. My fear 
and jealouſy, leſt I ſhould ſpeak in vain, maketh me fay 
again : For God, by me, doth charge this upon you. 
One more direction let me give, that none in your 


Family ſatisfy themſelves in Family Prayer: But let 


every one twice a day, if it may be poſſible, draw near 


to God in ſecret duty. Here ſecret wants may be laid 


open ; here great mercies may be begged with -great 


.| earneſtneſs; here what wandrings and coldneſs were in 
Family-duty, may be repented and amended. This is 


the way to get ſeriouſneſs, reality, ſincerity, chearfu!- 
nefs in Religion: And thus the Joy of the Lord may 
be your Strength. Let thoſe who know their duty do 
it; if any think it not a neceſſary duty, let them fear 
leſt they loſe the moſt excellent help for a holy, uſeful, 
joyful life under the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit; whilſt 


they neglect that which they think unneceſſary, take 


ſome of theſe directions from ſincere affection, ſome from 
my own, experience, and all from a real and compaſſio- 
nate deſire of your joy and comfort. The Lord teach 
you in this and in the reſt. I intreat you never to reſt 
- Jabouring ſtill on, till after the foretaſtes of his comforts 
in this life, you have attained to true ſpiritual joy and 


peace in the Lord. The God of peace give you this di- 


- reQtion and perfection in eternal life, in the enjoying of 
infinite holineſs, purity, and excellency through Chriſt. 
Thus praying I reſt—— _ "ORE TE 
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In another LETTER to a-Reverend |Friend'that h 
SIR); ITE, 1 * ; 6 „ EOS IE II 

OUR Charge ® great upon a temporal account, 

but greater upon a ſpiritual; i many Souls being 
committed to your charge. Out of an earneſt deſire of 
the good of ſouls, and your own joy and peace, I impor- 
„ requeſt that you ſhould have à great cafe of 
your Children, and be often dropping in ſome wholſom 
admonitions ; and this I humbly, with ſubmiſſion to 
your Judgment in it, commend to you: Not toadmoniſh 
them always together, but likewiſe privately one by one, 
not letting the reſt now of it. Wherein you may pleaſe 
to preſs upon them their natural corruption, their ne- 
ceſſity of regeneration, the excellency of Chriſt, and ko 
unſpeakable lovely it is to ſee young ones ſetting out for 
Heaven. This way I think may do moſt good, havi 
had experience of it my ſelf in ſome ſmall meaſure; 
God grant that all may work for the edifying of thoſe 


who are committed to you. I leave you under the pro— 


2 of him that hath loved us, and given himſelf 
or us kak 5 | —_ 4 
allowed up with the 


Thus you fee how he ſeemed ſw 
affairs of another World, 


CAT. III. His Carriage when. Fellow of the College, 2 
Twenty Years of Age. 2 


HEN he was about twenty years old, he was 
made Fellow of the College, which did not a lit- 
tle advance thoſe noble projects which he had in his head, 
for the promoting of the intereſt ofthe Lord Chrift. Then 
how ſweetly would he inſinuate into the young ones, 
deſiring to carry as many of them as poſſible he could 
along with him to Heaven: Many attempts he made 
upon ſome of the ſame Houſe, that he might ſeaſon 
them with grace, and animate, and encourage thoſe who 
were /ooking towards Heaven. And as for his own Rela- 
tions, never was there a more compaſſionate and tender- 


| hearted Brother. How many pathetical Letters did he * 


ſend to them! and how did he follow them with Prayers \. * 
* and 
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and Tears, that they might prove ſucceſsful, how fre. 
* quently would he addreſs himſelf to them in private! 
and how ready to improve providences and viſits; that 
he might ſet them home upon them ? How excellently 
would he ſet forth the beauty ef Chriſt ! He earneſily 
would perſwade them to enquire into the ſtate of their 
ſouls. How would he endeavour to bring them off from 
ſandy foundations, and reſting upon their own rige 
neſs! In a word he was ſcarce content to go to Heaven 
without, and through mercy he was very ſucceſsful 
among his own Relations; and the whole Family 
ſoon ſavoured of his ſpirit: How were the Children put 
upon getting choice Scripture and their Catechiſms, and 
engaged in ſecret prayer and meditation? Father, Mo- 
ther, Brethren, Siſters, Boarders were the better for his 
excellent example and holy exhortations. He was a 
good Nur/e if not a ſpiritual Father to his natural Father, 
as you may read afterwards; and ſome of his Brethren 
have cauſe to bleſs God for ever, that ever they ſaw his 


face, and heard his words, and obſerved his converſation, 


which had ſo much of lovelineſs and beauty in it, that it 
could not but commend Religion to any that did take 
notice of it. He could ſpeak in St. Paul's words, Bre- 
' thren, my hearts defire and prayer to God for you all, is, that 
you may be ſaved. ; 

Read what his heart was, in theſe ſollowing Lines. 

« Diſtance of place cannot at all leſſen that natural 
bond whereby we are conjoined in blood, neither ought 
to leſſen that of love. Nay, where true love is, it can- 
not; for love towards you I can only ſay this, that 
J feel it beter than I can expreſs it; as it is wont 
to be with all affections: But love felt and not expreſſed 


is little worth. I therefore deſire to make my love ma- 


nifeſt in the beſt way I can. Let us look upon one ano- 
ther not as brethren only, but as members of the ſame 
Body whereof Chriſt is the Head. Happy day will that 
be wherein the Lord will diſcover that Union; let us there- 
fore breath and hunger after this, ſo that our cloſed knot 
may meet in Chriſt: if we are in Chriſt and Chriſt in 
us, then we ſhall be one with one another. This I know, 
you camot complain for want of inſtruction, God hath 
not been to us a dry wilderneſs or a barren Heath; you 


Fa e have 
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WO 


have had line upon line, and precept upon precept; be 


hath planted you by the Rivers of Water: It is the 
Lord alone indeed who maketh fruitful, but yet we are 
not to ſtand ſtill and do nothing. There is a Crown 
worth ſeeking for; ſeek therefore, and that earneſtly. 
Oh! ſeek by continual prayer, keep your Soul in a pray- 
ing frame, this is a great and neceſſary Duty, nay, a high 
and precious Priviledge. If thou canſt ſay nothing, come 
and lay thy ſelf in an humble manner before the Lord. 
You may believe me, for I have through mercy experienced 
what Iſay. There is more ſweetneſs to be got in one glimpſe J 
of God's Love, than in all that the World can afford. Oh! 

do but try; Oh! taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. 
Get into a Corner and throw your ſelf down before the 
Lord, and beg of God to make you ſenſible of your loſt _ 
undone ſtate by nature, and of the excellency and ne- 
ceſſity of Chriſt. Say, Lord give me a broken heart, 
ſoften and melt me. Any thing in the World, fo I may 
be but enabled to value Chriſt, and be perſwaded to ac- 
cept of him, as he is tendred in the Goſpel. O that 1 
may be delivered from the wrath to come! Oh! a 
bleſſing for me, even for me, and reſolve not to be con- 
tent till the Lord have in ſome meaſure anſwered you. 
Oh! my Bowels yern towards you; my Heart works. 
Oh! that you did but know with what affection I write 
now to you, and what prayers and tears have been ming- 
led with theſe lines! The Lord ſet theſe things home, 
and give you an heart to apply them to your ſelf, the 
Lord vleſs all the means that you enjoy, for his Bleſſing 
to all in all. Give me leave to deal plainly, and to come 
yet a little cloſe to you, for I love your Soul ſo well, that 
cannot bear the thoughts of the loſs of it. Know this, 


that there is ſuch a thing as the new Birth, and except a 


man be born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven: God's Favour is not to be recovered without 
it. This new Birth hath its foundation laid in a ſenſe 
of ſin and a godly ſorrow for it, and a heart ſet againſt 
it; without this there can be no ſalvation. Look well 
about you, and ſee into your ſelf, and thou wilt ſee that 
thou art at Hell's mouth without this firſt ſtep, and no- 
thing but free grace and pure mercy is between you and 
the ſtate of the Devils. The Lord deliver us from a ſe- 

| cure 
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cure careleſs heart! Here you ſee a natural man's condi. 
tion. How dareſt thou then lie down in ſecurity. Ol 
look about for your ſoul's ſake, What ſhall I ſay, what 
ſhall I do to awaken; your poor ſoul! I ſay again, with- 
out repentance there is no remiſfion ; and repentance it 
ſelf may loſc its labour if it be not in the right manner, 
Tben tears, and groans, and prayers will not do with- 
out Chriſt. Moſt when they are convinced of fin, and 
are under fears of Hell, run to duty and reform ſome. 
thing, and thus the wound is healed, and by this thou- 
fands fall ſhort of Heaven. For if we be not brought off 
from our ſelves and our righteouſneſs as well as our ſins, 
we. are never like to be ſaved. We muſt ſee an abſolute 
need of a Chriſt, and give our ſelves up to him, and 
count all but dung and droſs in compariſon of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs. Look therefore for mercy only in Chriſt, 
for his ſake rely upon God's mercy. The terms of the 
Goſpel are, Repent and Believe ? gracious terms! Mercy 
for fetching, nay, .mercy for deſiring, nay, for nothing 
but receiving. Doſt thou defire mercy and grace, I know 
thou doſt; even this is the gift of God to deſire, hunger 
after Chriſt; let defires put you upon endearour, the 
work it ſelf is ſweet; yea, repentance and mourning it 
© ſelf hath more ſyeetneſs in it, than all the world's com- 
forts. Upon repentance and believing comes juſtifica- 
tion, after this ſanctification, by the ſpirit dwelling in us, 
By this we come to be the Children of God, to be made 

artakers of the Divine Nature, to lead new lives, to 
ave a ſuitableneſs to God. It is unworthy of a Chriſtian 
to have ſuch a narrow ſpirit as not to act for Chriſt with 
all ones heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength, and might. Be 
not aſhamed of Chriſt, be not afraid of the frowns and 
Jeers of the wicked. Be ſure to keep a Conſcience void 
of offence, and yieid by no means to any known fin ;. be 
much in prayer, and in ſecret prayer and in reading the 
Scriptures. Therein are laid up the glorious Myſteries 
which are hid from many eyes. My preateſt*deſire is 
that God would work his own great work in you. Ide- 
' fire to ſee you not as formerly, but that the Lord would 
make me an inſtrument of your ſoul's good, for which I 1 


greatly long.” 
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CAA. IV. His particular addreſſes to his Brethren, for their 
© Souls good, andthe Juccgſi thereof. 


E wrote many Letters of Pie Nature, and deſired 

oftentimes to be pews, his Brethren, that he 
might particularly addreſs himſelf to them and ſee what 
became of his Letters, prayers and tears,, and he was ve- 
ry watchful over them, ready to reprove and convince 
them of ſin, and ready to encourage any beginnings of 
a good work in them. To inſtance: in a particular or 
two. | : 
One time perceiving one of his brothers aſleep at pray- 
er in the family; he preſently took occaſion to ſhew him 
what a high contempt it was of God, what a little ſenſe 
ſuch a man muſt have of his own danger, what dreadful 
hypocriſie, what a miracle of patience that he was not 
awakened in flames. After he had been a while affecti- 
onately pleading with him, it pleaſed the Lord to ſtrike 


in with ſome power, and to melt and ſoften his brother's 


heart when he was about eleven years old, ſo that it was 
to be hoped that then the Lord began ſavingly fo work 
upon the heart of that Child. For from that time for- 


ward a conſiderable altera tion might be diſcerned in him. 
When he perceived it, he was not a little pleaſed. This 


put him upon carrying on the work, that conviction might 
not wear off till it ended in converſion. To this end he 
wrote to him to put him in mind of what God had done for 
his Soul, begging of him not to reſt ſatisfied till he knew what 
a thorough change and effetual calling meant. I hope, ſaid 


he, that Cod hath a good work to do in you, for you, and by 
you; yea, I hope he hath already begun it. But Ob! take not 


up with ſome beginnings, faint defires, lazy ſeekings, Oh ! re- 
member your former tears ; one may weep a little for ſin, and yet 
29.10 Hell for fin, many that are under ſome ſuch work, ſhake 
off the ſenſe of it, murther their convidtions and return again to 


folly. Oh! take heed, 7 any draw back the Lord will take na 
pleaſure in them; but 15 


ope better things of . | 
He would alſo obſerve how his brethren carried it af- 
ter duty, whether they ſeemed to run preſently. to the 


World with greedineſs as if duty were a Taſk, or whether - 


* 
2 


there ſeemed to be an abiding impreſſion of God and the 
things of God upon them, H; 
Ir is 


* 
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His vehement love and compaſſion to Souls may be 
further judged of by theſe following expreſſions, Which 
he uſed to one of his Relations. After he had been ſpea- 
king how infinitely it was below @ Chriſtian to purſue 
with greedineſs the things which will be but as gravel 
In the teeth, if we mind not the rich proviſion which is 
in our Father's Houfe. ** Oh what folly is it to trifle in the 
things of God! But I hope better things of you; did I 
not hope, why ſhould I not mourn in ſecret for you as 
one caſt out among the dead? Oh! what ſhould I do for 
you but pour out my Soul like water, and give my God 
no reſt till he ſhould graciouſly viſit you with his ſalva- 
tion, till he caſt you down and raiſe you up, till he wound 
you and heal you again.” 

Thus what with his holy example, warm and wiſe ex- 
hortations, prayers, tears, and ſecret groans, ſomewhat 
of the beauty of Religion was to be ſeen in the Family | 
where he lived | 
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CHAT. V. His great love to, and frequency in the Duty of 
| Prayer With remarkable Jucce/s. | | 


E was mighty in Prayer, and his Spirit was often- 
times ſo tranſported in it, that he forgot the weak-. 
| neſs of his own body and of other ſpirits: Indeed the ac- 
quaintance that he had with God was ſo ſweet, and his 
converſe with him ſo frequent, that when he was enga- 
ged in duty, he ſcarce knew how to leave that which was 
ſo delightful and ſuited to his ſpirit. His conſtant courſe 
for ſome years was this. He prayed at leaſt three times 
a day in ſecret, ſometimes ſeven times, twice a day in the 
Family or College. And he found the ſweetneſs of it be- 
yond imagination, and enjoyed wonderful communion 
with God, and taſted much of the pleaſantneſs of a Hea- 
venly Life. And he could ſay by experience, That the 
ways of Wiſdom were ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths peace. He knew what it was to wreſtle with God, 
and was come to that paſs, that he could ſcarce come off - 
his knees without his Father's Bleſſing. He was uſed to 
converſe with God with a holy familiarity as a friend, and 
would upon all occaſions run to him for advice, and had 
many ſtrange and immediate ar/awers of prayer, On 
| 0 
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of which I think it not altogether impertinent to give 
the World an account of | | 
His Honcured Father, Mr. Villiam Janeauay, Miniſter 
of Kelſbal in Hartfordſhire, being ſick, and being under 
ſomewhat dark apprehenſions as to the ſtate of his Soul, 
he would often ſay to his Son John; Oh! Sbn! this 
paſſing upon Eternity is a great thing, this Dying is.a 
ſolemn buſineſs, and enough to make any ones Heart ake, 
that hath not his pardon ſealed, and his evidences for 
Heaven clear. And truly Son I am under no ſmall fears 
as to my own eſtate for another world. Oh! that God 
would clear his love! Oh! that I could ſay chearfully, I 
can die, and upon good grounds be able to look death in 
the face, and venture upon eternity with well-grounded 
peace and comfort!” _ mV” 
His ſweet and dutiful Son made a ſuitable reply at 
preſent; but ſeeing his dear Father continuing under 
deſpondings of ſpirit (though no Chriſtians that knew 


bim, but had a high eſteem of him for his uprightneſs) 


he got by himſelf, and ſpent ſome time in wreſtling with 
God upon his Father's account, earneſtly begging of God, 
that he would fill him with joy unſpeakable in believing, 
and that he would ſpeedily 755 him ſome token for good, 
that he might joyfully and honourably leave this world 
to go to a detter. After he was riſen from his knees, 
he came down to his ſick Father, and afked him, how he 
felt himſelf. His Father made him no anſwer for ſome- 
time, but wept exceedingly (a paſſion that he was not 
ſubje& to) and continued for ſome conſiderable time in 
an extraordinary paſſion of weeping, ſo that he was not 
able to ſpeak. But at laſt having recovered himſelf, 
with unſpeakable joy he burſt out into ſuch expreſſions 
as theſe. ** Oh Son! now it is come, it is come, it is 
come. I bleſs God I can die; The Spirit of God hath 
witneſſed with my fpirit that I am his Child. Now I 
can look up to God as my dear Father, and Chriſt as 
my Redeemer ; I can now ſay, this is my Friend, and this 
is my Beloved, My heart is full, it is brim full, I can 
hold no more. I know now what that ſentence means, 
The peace of God which paſſeth underſtanding, I know - 
now what that white Stone is- wherein a new Name is 
written, which none know but they who have it. And 
| D 2 that 
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that fit of weeping which you ſaw me in, was a fit of 
overpowering love and joy, ſo great that I could not for 
my heart contain my ſelf: Neither can expreſs what 
glorious diſcoveries God hath made of himſelf unto me, 
And had that Joy been greater, I queſtion whether Icould 


Have born it, and whether it would not have ſeperated 
Soul and Body. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſs his holy Name, that hath par- 
doned all. my ſins and ſealed the pardon. He hath healed 
my wounds, and cauſed the bones which he had broken 
to rejoice. Oh! help me to bleſs the Lord, he hath put 
a new ſong into my mouth : Oh ! bleſs the Lord for his 


infinite goodneſs and rich mercy! Oh now I can die! 


it is nothing, I bleſs God I can die. I defire to be diſ- 
ſolved and to be with Chriſt,” You may wel think that 
his Son's heart was not a little refreſh'd to hear ſuch 
wards, and ſee ſuch a fight, and to meet the meſſenger 
that he had ſent to Heaven returned back again ſo ſpee- 
dily. He counted himſelf a ſharer with his Father in this 
mercy, and it was upon a double account welcome, as it 
did ſp wonderfully ſatisfy his Father, and as it was ſo im- 
mediate and clear an anſwer of his own 22 as if 
God had from Heaven ſaid unto him, Thy tears and 
prayers are heard for thy Father: Thou haſt like a Prince 
prevail'd with God; thou baſt got the bleſſing: Thy 
_— Prayers have been effectual: Go down and ſee 
elſe. | | 8 
Upon this, this precious young man broke forth into 
praiſes, and even into another extaſy of joy that God 
ſhould deal ſo familiarly with him; and the Father and 
Son together were ſo full of joy, light, life, love and 
praiſe, that there was a little Heaven in the place. He 
could not then but expreſs himſelf in this manner. Oh 
bleſſed and for ever bleſſed be God for his infinite grace! 


bb. bp 


Oh who would not pray unto God! Verily he is a God 
that heareth prayers, and that my Soul knows right 


, well !”” And then he told his joyful Father, how much. 
he was affected with his former deſpondings, and what he 
had been praying for juſt before with all the earneſtneſs 
he could Br his ſoul, and how the Lord had immediately 
anſwered him. His father hearing this, and perceiving 


that his former comforts came in a way of prayer, ny 
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his own Child's prayer too, was the more refreſhed, and 
was the more confirmed, that it was from the Spirit of 
God, and no deluſion. - And immediately, his Son ſtand- 
ing by, he fell into another fit of triumphing joy, his 
weak body being almoſt ready to ſink under that great 
weight of glory that did ſhine in ſo powerfully upon his 
Soul. He could then ſay, Now let thy ſervant depart in 
peace, for my eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. He could now 
walk thro? the valley of the ſhadow. of death and fear no 
evil. Oh! how ſweet a thing it is to have one's intereſt 
in Chriſt cleared, how comfortable to have our calling 
and election made ſure ? How lovely is the ſight of a ſmi- 
ling Jeſus when one is dving ? How refreſhing is it when 
heart and fleſh and all are failing, to have God for the 
ſtrength of our heart and our portion-for ever ? Oh! did 
the fooliſh unexperienced world but know what theſe 
things mean, did they but underſtand what it is to be 
ſolaced with the believing. views of glory, -to have their 
ſenſes ſpiritually — could they but taſte and ſee 

how good the Lord is, it would ſoon cauſe them to dif- 
reliſh their low and brutiſh pleaſures, and look upon all 
worldly joys as infinitely ſhort of one g/imp/e of God”s love! 
After this, his reverend Father had a ſweet calm-upon his 
ſpirits, and went in the ſtrength of that proviſion, that 
rich grace laid in till he came within the gates of the 
New Jeruſalem having all his Graces greatly improved, 
and ſhewed ſo much humility, love to, aſſd admiring of 
God, contempt of the World, ſuch prizing of Chriſt, 
ſuch . patience as few Chriſtians arrive to, eſpecially his 
Faith, by which with extraordinary confidence he caſt 


his Widow and eleven fatherle/s Children upon the care of 


that God who had fed him with this Manna in his Ni- 
dernęſi- tate. The benefit of which Faith all his Children 
(none of which were in his life time provided for) have 
ſince to admiration experienced. - And it is ſcarce to be 
imagined how helpful this his precious Son Jobn Jane- 
way was to his Father by his heavenly diſcourſe, hum- 
ble advice and prayers. After a four Months conflict 
with a painful Conſumption and Hectie Fever, his ho- 
noured Father ſweetly ſlept in Jeſus. | Lk 


D 3 | CAT. 


Ci 9% I 


CAA. VI. His Care of Mother and other Relations: 
after his Father's Aut 4: Bs 


FTE R the death of his Father, he did what he 
could to ſupply his abſence, doing the part of 
Huſband, Son, Brother : ſo that he was no ſmall com- 
fort to his poor Mother in her diſconſolate ſtate, and all 
the reſt of his Relations that had any ſenſe of God upon 
their ſpirits. To one of which he thus addreſſed him- 
felf, upon the death of a ſweet Child. 4 any 

* Daily obſervation, and every man's experience gives 
ſufficient teſtimony to it, that afflictions of what kind 
ſoever, by how much the ſeldomer they are, the more 
grievous they ſeem. We have of a long time failed in 
the rivers of bleſſings which God hath plentifully poured 
forth among us: Now if we come where the waves of 
affliction do but a little more than ordinarily ariſe, we 
begin to have our ſouls almoſt carried down with ſears 
and griefs; yea, the natural man, if not counter-pow- 
ered by the Spirit of God, will be ready to entertain 


murmuring and repining thoughts againſt God himſelf. 


Whereas, if all our life had been a pilgrimage full of 
ſorrows and afflictions (as we deſerved) and had but 


rarely been intermingled with comforts, we ſhould have 


been more fitted to. bear afflictions. Thus it is natu- 
rally: but WV ought to counterwork againſt the ſtream 


of nature, by a new principle wrought in us, and what- 


ſoever nature doth err in, Grace is to reftify. And they 
upon whom Grace is beſtowed ought to ſet Grace on 


work. For wherefore is Grace beſtowed unleſs that it 


ſhould act in us: It hath pleaſed the Lord to mak a breach 
in your Family. There where the knot is faſted tied, 
when it is diſunited, the change becomes greateſt, and 
the grief is the more enlarged. So that. herein you who are 
moſt moved are moſt to be excuſed and comforted; the 
ſtrength of a Mother's Affections I believe nene but Mo- 
thers know, and greateſt affections when they are diſ- 
turbed breed the greateſt grief: But when afflictions 
come upon us, what will be our Duty? Shall we then 
give our ſelves up to be carried away with the grieving 
paſſions ? Shall we becauſe of one affliction, 1 
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ſouls to walk in ſadneſs all our days, and drive away all tht 
light comfort from our eyes, by cauſing our fouls to be 


obſcured under the ſhades of 'melancholy ? Shall we 


quarrel with our Maker, and call the wiſe righteous Judge 
to our bar? Doth he not puniſh us leſs than we deſerve ? 
Is there not mercy and truth in all his difpenſations ? 
Shall we by continual ſorrow add affliction to affliction, 
and ſo become our own tormentors ? Are we not rather 
under afflictions to ſee if any way we may find a glimpſe 
of God's love ſhining in towards us, and fo to raiſe up 
our ſouls nearer God. Is there not enough in God and 
the Holy Scriptures to bear up our Spirits under any af- 
flictions, let them never be fo great. What do you ſay 
to that word; Who is there among you that ftareth the Lord, 
and that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh in 
darkneſs and ſeeth no light, let him truft in the name of the 
Lord, and flay himſelf upon his God? Though all earthly 
comforts were fled away, and though you could fee no 
light from any of theſe things below ; yet if welook up- 
ward to God in Chriſt there is comfort to be found, there 
is light to be efpied ; yea, a great and glorious light, 
which if we can rightly diſcern, it would put out the light 
of all lower comforts, and cauſe them to be vilely ac- 
counted of. But alas! alas! thoſe heavenly comforts 
tho? they are in themſelves ſo precious, and if really and 
ſenſibly felt able to raiſe a man's ſoul from Earth, yea, 
from Hell, to the fore-taſte of Heaven it ſelf, yet for 
want of a ſpiritual ſenſe they are by moſt of the world 
undervalued, ſlighted, and thought to be but fancies. 
Nay, let me ſpeak freely: Chriſtians themſelves, and 
thoſe whom we have cauſe to hope are men of another 
world and truly born again, yet for want of a ſpiritual 
quickneſs in this ſpiritual ſight and ſenſe, theſe comforts 
are too lowly and meanly eſteemed of. 
It is a ſpiritual ſenſe that enableth a Chriftian to 
behold a glorious luſtre and beauty in inviſibles, and 
raiſeth the ſoul up to the Gate of Heaven it ſelf, and 
when he is there, how can he chooſe but look down 
with a holy ſlighting and contempt upon the ſweeteſt of 
all earthly enjoyments? How can he chooſe but think 
all Creature-comforts but ſmall, compared with one look 
of love from Chriſt ? This heavenly comfort was rout 
«+ ? N +4 4, to J & v 
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which David did ſo much defire : Lord lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon me, was the language of his ſoul, and 
when this was come, how was his heart enlarged? 7hou 
haſt put joy and gladneſs in my heart more than in the time 
ewhen their Corn and Wine increaſed. He then that in af. 
flictions would find comfort, muſt ſtrive to ſee ſpiritual 
cemforts to be the greateſt, even that comfort which is 
from God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; this, this will be 
a Cordial; this will be as marrow and fatneſs to the ſoul. 
'They who have intereſt in Chriſt, what need they be 
moved and diſcomfited with any worldly 'trouble : Is 
not Chriſt better than ten Children? Is not his loving 


kindneſs better than life? Is not all the world a ſhadow _ 


compared with one quarter of an hour's enjoyment with 
him, even on this ſide of glory in ſome of his own Or- 
dinances.. O therefore ſtrive to get your intereſt in this 
comfort ſecured, and then all's well. He that hath 
Chriſt hath all things. If God be reconciled to you 
through him, then he will withold no good thing from 
ou. | DET BO ea 3 
- We poor fooliſh creatures do ſcarce know what is 
good for our ſelves, but its no ſmall encouragement to 
the people of God that Wiſdom it ſelf takes care of them, 
and one who loves them better than they love them- 
ſelves looks after them : and he hath given his promiſe for it, 
that all ſhall work together for their good. And what 
better foundation of comfort can there be in the whole 
world than this? Why. may you not then ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why 
art thou diſquieted within me, hope in God. Let. not 


your ſoul fink under affliftions, for what reaſon have you to be 


diſcomfited under them. Can you gather from thence, that the 
Lord does not lowe you? No ſurely, but rather the contrary, 
fer whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every 
Son whom he receiveth : What Son ische whom the Father 
chaſteneth not? Wherefore lift up the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees. 2 
»Let this ſerve as a remedy againſt exceſſive grief. 
Set your love to God encreaſed, which if you do, the 
love of all other things will wax cold. And if you have 
given God your heart, you will give him leave to take 
What he will that is yours, and what he hath, you will 
judge rather well kept than loſt. « Remem- 
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«© Remember that Scripture, and let it have its due 
impreſſion upon your ſpirit ; He that loves Father or Mo- 
ther; Brother or Sifter, yea, or Children more than me, it 
not worthy of me. O labour to have your affections there- 
fore more raiſed up to him who is moſt worthy of them; 
let him have the up ſt and greateſt room in your 
heart, and let your love to all other things be placed in 
ſubjection to your love of God, be ruled by it, and direct 
to it. Be our earthly afflictions never ſo great, yet let 
this love to God poiſe our ſouls ſo, that they may not 
be overweighed with grief on the one fide, or ſtupidneſs 
on the other ſide. Again, let our ſouls be awed by that 
glorious power and omnipotency of God, who is able to 
do any thing, and who will do whatſoever pleaſeth him 
both in Heaven, and in Earth; at whoſe word, and for 
whoſe glory all things that are, were made. And what 
are we poor creatures that we ſhould dare to entertain any 
hard thought of this God; Tis dangerous contending 
with God: Let us learn that great of reſigning up 
our ſelves and all we have to God; let us put our ſelves 
as Inſtruments iato the hands of the Lord to do what he 
pleaſeth with us, and let us remember that it was our 
romiſe and covenant with God to yield our ſelves up to 
im, and to be wholly at his diſpoſal. The foul is t 
in a ſweet frame when it can cordially ay, it is the Lord, 
let him do what feemeth good in bis eyes. Not my will, but 
thine be done. Again, let us know, that tho* we cannot 
always ſee into the reaſonableneſs of the ways of God, 
( for his ways are often in the thick Cloud, and our weak 
eyes cannot look into thoſe depths in which he walketh): 
yet all the ways of God are juſt, holy, and good. Let 
us thererefore have a care of fo much as moving, much 
more of entertaining any unworthy thoughts againſt 
God. But let us ſubmit willingly to the yoak which he 


is pleaſed to lay upon us, leſt he break us with his ter- 


rible judgments. And now it hath ſeemed good to God 
to lay this ſtroak upon you, I pray labour rightily to 
improve it, and let this trial prepare you for a greater. 
And ſeeing the uncertainty of all worldly things, endea- 
your with-all your might to get your heart above them ; 
and I'beſeech the Lord, who is the great Phyſician of 
Souls, and knows how to apply a falve to every * 


( 36 ) 
his, to comfort you with his ſpiritual comforts, that he 
would favourably ſhine upon you, and receive you into a 
near union and communion with himſelf.” Into his hands 
I commit you, with him I leave you, praying that he 
would make up all in himſelf,” ““ | 4 * 

He was an excellent example to his younger Brethren; 
and his wiſe inſtructions, and holy practices, did not a 
little influence them. He was a prudent Counſellor, 
and an Aſſiſtant that could not well be ſpared to his El- 
deſt Brother, who was not a little ſenſible of that perſo- 
nal worth that was in his younger Brother, whom he 
would prefer before himſelf, as one whom he judged God 
honoured with far greater parts, graces and experiences 
than himſelf. The younger alſo did as humbly and 
heartily reſpect and honour him, as a ſerious Chriſtian, 


2 Miniſter, and his Elder Brother, who had obliged him 


with more than ordinary kindneſs.- T | 

When he was but young, yet he began to be taken 
notice of by Ancient Miniſters, and Chriſtians ;' though 
his modeſty was ſo great, that his huge parts was not 
a little obſcured thereby; and his vaſt worth was fo bal- 
laſted with humility, that he made no great noiſe in the 
world, and moſt were ignorant of his ſingular worth. 
A wiſe man, who was intimately acquainted with him, 
would ſay of him, That he was like deep Waters that 


where moſt ſtill, a man of hidden excellency. There 


were few that knew how cloſe he walked with God, and- 
at what high rate he lived, and how great a Trade he 
drove for the Riches of that other World: All which 


he laboured, as much as might be, to conceal, 


CARAT. VII. His return to King's-College after bis Fa- 
ther's Death, His holy Projects for Chrift and Souls. 


HE N his Father was dead, he returned to King's 
College, and was a Member of a ſecret Cabal, 
which began to carry on noble projects for Chriſt and 
Souls, ans to plot how they might beſt improve their 
gifts and graces ſo, as that they might be moſt ſervice- 


able to God and their Generation. Their cuſtom was 


frequently to meet together, to pray and to communi- 
cate ſfudies and experiences, and to handle ſome Zue/tion of 
Divinity, 


C9) 17 We 
Divinity, or in ſome. Scholaſtic way to exercile the gifts 
which God had given them. Some of this company did 
degenerate, but others lived to let the World under- 
ſtand, that what they did was from a vital principle: A- 
mongſt whom, this young man was none of the leaſt; 
who had a deſign upon ſome of the Juniors to engage 
them if poſſible before they were enſnared by wicked 
Company, when they came freſh from School. After 
ſome time, moſt of his dear Companions were tranſt 
planted either into Gentlemens Families or Livings ; an 
this Mr. Janeavay, being one of the youngeſt, was, for. 
a while, left alone in the College. But he wanting the 
comfortable diverſion of ſuitable godly ſociety, fixed fo 
intenſely upon his Studies, that he ſoon gave ſuch a 
wound to his bodily conſtitution, that it could never 
thoroughly be healed. 7 
CHAT. VIII. His departure from the College, to live 

| in Dr. Cox's Family. g c 

FTE R a while, Dr. Cox wanting a Tutor for his 
A Son in his Houſe, ſent to the Proveft of the Col- 
lege, to make choice of a man of true worth for. 

him: In anſwer to whoſe requeſt, the Proweft was plea- 
ſed to ſend Mr, Janeway, who did neither ſhame him 
that preferred him, nor diſappointed the expectations of 
him that entertained him; but, by his d:{zgence, pro- 
found learning, and ſucceſs in his undertaking, did not a 
little obi e the Relations of his Pupil. But his pains were 
ſo great, and his body ſo weak, that it could not longer 
bear up under ſuch work; ſo that he was forced to aſk 
leave of the Doctor, to try whether the change of the Air 
wight not contribute ſomewhat to the mending the 
temper of his body, which now began ſenſibly to decay. 

Whilſt he was in that Family, his carriage was ſo-/aveet 
and abliging, and his Converſation-ſo /prritual, that it did 
not a little endear his preſence to them : So that I queſ- 
tion not but ſome of that Family will carry a ſweet remem- 
brance of him along with them to their graves, and I- 
oft heard him owning the goodneſs of God to him, in the 
benefit that he got, by the graces and experiences of ſome 
Chriſtians, in, and relating to that Family, whoſe _= 
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der love to him he did gratefully acknowwledoe upon his 
Death-bed. | | . | 


Cuar, IX. His Retire into the Country; and bis firſt 
* S Sickneſs. he * 


E now leaves the Doctor's Houſe, and retires him- 
ſelf into the Country, to his Mother and Eldeſt 
rother, who did not ſpare to uſe their utmoſt diligence 
and tenderneſs to recruit the decays of nature, but hard 
ſtudy, frequent and earneſt prayers, and long and in- 
tenſe Meditations, had ſo ruinated this frail Tabernacle, 
that it could not be fully repaired : yet, by Gods bleffing, 
upon Care, and Art, it was underpropped for ſome time. 
Whilſt he was in this declining condition, in which he 
could have little hopes of life, he was ſo far from being 
affrighted, that he received the ſentence of death in him- 
ſelf with great joy, and wrote to his deareſt Relations to 
diſpoſe them to a patient compliance with ſuch a Diſ- 
penſation as might ſeperate him and them for a while: 
And to wean their Affections from him, he ſolemnly pro- 
feſſed, that as for himſelf he wagaſhamed to defire and 
pray for life. Oh, ſaith he, is there any thing here mort 
defirable than the enjoyment of Chris? Can I expect any thing 
below comparable to that blefſed Vifion ! O, that Crown ! that 
reft which remains for the People of God, and (bleſſed be God) 
I can ſay, I know it is mine. I know that when this T aber- 
nacle of Clay ſhall be diſſolved, that I bade a Houſe not made 
abith bands; and therefore I proan, not to be uncloathed, but 
to be cloathed with Chriſt, To me to live is Chriſt, and to 


die is gain. 


I can now, through infinite mercy, ſpeak in the Apoſtles lan- 


guage, ¶ I have fought à good fight, henceforth there is laid 
up for me a Crown incorruptible, that fadeth not away.] 
When he perceived one of his neareſt Relations diſ- 
treſſed at the apprehenſion of his death; he charged him 
not to pray for his /ife, except it were p_ with a re- 
ſpect to the glory of God. I wiſh, ſaid he, I beg you, to 
deep your minds in a ſubmiſſive frame to the will of God con- 
cerning me. The Lord take you nearer to himſelf, that 
you may walk with him; to whom if I go before, I hope 


you will follow after. Vet after this, he was through 


mercy 
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mercy finely recovered, and his Friends were not with- 
out ſome hopes of his living to be eminently inſtrumen- 


tal for God's Glory in his eration. 
After he was recovered in ſome meaſure; he fell again 

to his former practice of engaging deeply in the ſecret 
and great duties of Religion, which he conſtantly prac- 
tiſed (except when God diſcharged him by ſickneſs :) 
ſecret prayer, at leaſt three times a day, ſometimes ſeven 
times, yea more: beſides Family and College-duties, 
which were before hinted, he fet apart an hour every 
day for ſet and ſolemn Meditation; which duty he found 
unipeaxavic to improve his Graces, and to make no 
ſmall addition to his comforts : His time for that duty 
was moſt commonly in' the Evening, when he uſually 
walked into the field, if the weather would permit; if 
not, he retired into the Church, er any empty folitary 
room. Where (obſerving his conſtant practice, that, if 
poſſible, I might be acquainted with the reaſon of his 
retiredneſs) I once hid my ſelf, that I might take the 
more exact notice of the intercourſe that I judged” was 
kept up between him and God. But, O what a ſpectacle 
did I ſee! Surely, a man walking with God, converſing 
intimately with his Maker, and maintaining a holy fa- 
miliarity with the great Jehovah. Methought I ſaw one 
talking with God ; methought, I ſaw a Pirimal Mer- - 
chant in an heavenly Exchange, driving a rich trade for 
the treaſures of the other world. O what a glorious fight 
it was! Methinks I ſee him ſtill; how ſweetly did his 
face ſhine! O, with what a lovely countenance did he 
walk up and down, his lips going, his body oft reachin 
up, as if he would have taken his flight into Heaven 
His looks, ſmiles, and every motion ſpake him to be up- 
on the very Confines of Glory, O! had one but known 
what he was then feeding on! Sure, he had meat to eat 
which the world knew not of Did we but know how wel- 
come God made him when he brought him into his 
Banqueting houſe. That which one might eaſily per- 
ceive his heart to be moſt fixed. upon, was, the infinite 
love of God in Chriſt to the poor loſt Sons and Daugh- 
thers of Alam. What elſe meant his high expreſſions ? 
What elſe did his own words to a dear Friend ſigniſy, 
but an extraordinary ſenſe of the freeneſs, fulneſs, and 
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duration of that love. To uſe his own words, Cod, (ſaith w 
he) holds mine eyes moſt upon his Goodneſs, his unmeaſurable e 
Goodugſc, aud the Premiſes which are moſt ſure and firm in te 
Chrift. His love 10 us is greater, ſurer, fuller than ours to b 
gur. ſelves. For when aue loved our ſelves ſo as to deſtroy our a 
ſelves, he loved us fo as to ſave us. Wt | F 

CHAT. X. His Exhortation to ſome of his Friends. q 


a 
ND that he might engage others in more ardent 1 
affections to God, he put words into their mouths; | 
Let us then (ſaith he) behold Him, till our Hearts defire, til t 
our very Souls are drawn 6-9 him, kill aue are brought to l 
acquaintance, intimacy, delight in him! O that he would 
love me! O that I might love him! O bleſſed are they 
that know him, and are known of him! It is good for 
me to draw near to God. 4 Day in his Court is better than 
a thouſand elſewhere ; My foul longeth, yea, fainteth for the | 
Courts of the Lord, my heart and my fleſh crieth out for the living | 
God. Oh! that I were received into converſe with him, | 
that I might hear his voice, and ſee his countenance! - | 
For, His voice is faveet, and his countenance is comely / Oh! 
that I might communicate my ſelf to God, and that he 
would give himſelf to me! O that I might love him! 
That I were ict of love, that I might die in love! That 
I may loſe my ſelf in his love, as a ſmall drop in the un- 
fathomable depth of his love! That I might dwell in 
his eternal love! O ( faith he to a dear friend under 
ſome fears as to his ſtate) ſtand ſtill and wonder, behold 
his love and admire; now, if never, yet conſider what 
thou canſt diſcover in this precious Jeſus, Canſt thou 
not ſee ſo much till thou canſt ſee no more; nat becauſe 
of its ſhortneſs, but becauſe of thy darkneſs? 1 
Here's a Sea; fling thy ſelf into it, and thou ſhaltbe com- 
paſſed with the height, and depth, and breadth, and length 
of love, and be filled with all the fulneſs of God: Is not 
this enough? What wouldſt thou have more: Fling away 
all beſides God: God is Portion enough, and the res pro- 
per Portion ofthe Soul. Haſt thou not taſted, haſt thou not 
known, that his love is better than Wine? Haſt thou not. 
ſmelt the ſavour of his precious Oinments, for which the 
Virgins love him? This, this is He who is altogether 
lovely. And while I write, my heart doth burn, my 
Feul is on fire, I am ſick of love, Dear 
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Dear ſoul, come near and look upon his face, and ſee 
whether thou canſt chuſe but love him. Fall upon him, 


embrace him, give him thy deareſt, choiceſt love; all's 


too little for him: let Faith and Love kiſs him; you ſhall. 
be no more bold than welcome. Fix thine eyes again and 
again upon him, and look upon his lovely, ſweet, and 
Royal face; till thou art taken with this Beautiful Per- 
ſon, who hath not his Fellow upon the Earth, his Equal 
among the Angels. Come near, ftill contemplate his 
Excellency, review each part, andthou wilt find him to 
be made up of love; wind thy affections about him, bind 
thy ſoul to him with the cords of love. Thus ſhalt thou 


find a new life to animate thy ſoul ; thou ſhalt then feel 


a new warmth to melt thy heart; a divine fire to burn 
up corruption, and to break forth into a flame of hea- 
venly love. Dwell in this love, and thou ſhalt dwell in 
God, and God in thee. But now, methinks I ſee you 
almoſt all in tears, becauſe thou feeleſt not ſuch work- 


ings; of love towards God. Weep on ſtill ; for, Love 
| hath tears as well as grief and tears of love ſhall be kept 


in his bottle, as well as they; yea, they ſhall be as pre- 
cious jewels, and as an excellent, ornament. Haſt thou 
felt ſuch meltings of loving grief? Know, that they are 
no other than the ſtreams of Chriſt's love flowing to you, 
and through you, and from you to Him again, And 
thus is Chriſt delighted in beholding of his own beau- 
ties, in his Spouſe's eye. . 

I have prayed for a bleſſing for you, and on theſe re- 
lated to you, and if they prove of any power by the Spi- 
rit-of God to you, it will be matter of joy and praiſe. 
By your dear Friend, 
|  Jonun Janeway | 


— 


CAT. XI. His Temptations from Satan. 


HUS you have a taſte of his ſpirit, and may 
perceive what it was that he had his heart moſt 

ſet upon, and what kept his graces in ſuch vigour and 
activity, and how deſirous he was that others ſhould be 
ſharers with him in this mercy : Yet for all this he had 
his gloomy days, and the Sun was ſometimes overcaſt, 
his tweets were ſometimes imbittered with dreadful and 
lh E 2 horrid 
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herrid temptations. The Devil ſhot his poiſonous Ar- 
rows at him; yet, through the Captain of his Salvation, 
he came more than a Conqueror out of the Field. He 
was with Paul, many times, lifted up into the third Heavens, 
aud Jaw and heard things unutterable : But, left he ſhould 
be exalted above meaſure, there was a Meſjenger, of Satan ſent 
zo buffet him. | 

It would make a Chriſtian's heart even ake to hear and 
read what ſtrange tęmptations this gracious Soul was ex- 
erciſed with. But I was well armed for ſuch a conflict, 
having on the Shield of Faith, whereby he quenched the 
Hery darts of that wicked One: pet, this fiaht coſt him 
the ſweating of his very body for agonies of Spirit ; and 
tears and ſtrong cries to Heaven for freſh help. As for 
himſelf, he was wont to take an Arrow out of God's 
Quiver, and diſcharge it by Faith and Prayer for the dif. 
1 of his violent Enemy, who at laſt was fain to 
"Theſe temptations and conflicts with Satan did not a 
little help him afterwards in his dealing with one that 
was ſorely afflicted with temptations of the like nature. 
And becauſe I judge it of ſingular uſe to tempted ones, 
and find very many of late to be exerciſed in this kind, 
I ſhall inſert a Letter of his, ſuitable to all Chriſtians in 
the like caſe, | H 


Letter of Mr. Jonx Janzwar's 
Dear Friend, 


OUR Letters are bitter in the mouth, but ſweet 
in the belly ; they contain matter of joy, under a 
diſmal aſpect; they are good news, brought by a meſſen- 
ger in mourning : I had rather hear of that which 15 
matter of ſubſtantial real joy, though mixed with many 
ſighs, and interrupted with many groans and ſobs ; than 
of that laughter, in the midſt of which the heart is ſad. 

You ſay, that you are troubled with blaſphemous 
thoughts: ſo then, though they are blaſphemous, yet they 
are your trouble ; and thoughts they are too, and that 
neither ſent for, nor welcome; and ſo are not aſſented 
to in your mind. What then ſhall we think of them? 


If they were of your own production, your heart * 


( 43 y 
be delighted in its own ifſue : but you do nothing leſs. 
Sure then, they are the injections of that wicked ane, 
who is the Accuſer of the Brethren, and the diſturber of 
the peace of the people of God. But doth Satan uſe to 
employ thoſe Weapons but againſt thoſe he 1s in ſome 
fear of loſing? He is not wont to aſſault and fight a- 
gainſt his ſureſt Friends in this manner. Thoſe that he 
hath faſt in his own poſſeſſion, he leads on, as ſoftly and 
quietly as he can; fearing leſt ſuch diſturbance ſhould 
make them look about them, and ſo they ſhould awake, 
and ſee their danger: But as for thoſe that have in ſome 
meaſure eſcaped his ſnares, he follows them hard, with 
all the diſcouragements he can. Surely, theſe things can 
be no other but a bitter reliſh of thoſe things, which you 
know to be bitter after that you have taſted the honey 
and the honey- comb; after you have ſeen how good the 
Lord is. What then ſhall I call theſe motions of your 
mind ? They are the Soul's loathing the morſels which 
Satan would have it to ſwallow down ; yea, they are the 
Soul's ſtriving with Satan, whilſt he would raviſh the 
Spouſe of Jeſus: And let the enemy of all goodneſs 
know, that he ſhall e're long pay dearly for ſuch attempts. 
But you will ſay, If theſe horrible thoughts be not your 
ſin, - yet they are your trouble and miſery, and you deſire 
to be free from them; and the moſt loyal and loving 
Spouſe, had rather be delivered from thoſe aſſaults. But 
you will aſk, how ſhall I get free from them ? 1ſt. See that 
you poſſeſs your ſoul in patience : and know this, that 
God hath an over-ruling hand in all- this: and wait 
upon him, for he can and will bring forth good out of 
all this ſeeming evil. At preſent you are in the dark 
and ſee no light: yet Truft in the Lord, and ſtay your ſelf 
upon your God. Can Chriſt forget the purchaſe of his own 
blood, the price of his ſoul, thoſe wha he hath fo in- 
timately indeared to himſelf ? * Can a Mother forget her 
fucking Ghild? Yet, God cannot forget his. God hath 
loving and gracious intents in all this, and his bowels 


| yearn towards his. Vea our Saviour ſuffers with us, thro” 


his ardent love by ſympathy, as well as he bath ſuffered 
for us. But, for your being berid of theſe thoughts, 
you know who hath all power in his hand, who doth im- 
ploy this power in a way of love towards his. This 
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e is made yours through the prayer of faith: But 
or your own work, do this. | 9 
Fir/t, Let no ſuch thoughts have any time of abode in 
your mind, but turn them out with all the loathing and 
abhorrence you can: but not with ſo much trouble and 
diſturbance of mind as I believe you do. For by this 
the Devil is pleaſed, and he makes you your own Tor- 


mentor. 


Secondly, Always then divert your thoughts to ſome 
good thing, and let thoſe very injections be conſtant! 
the occaſion of your more ſpiritual Meditation. Think 
the quite contrary, or fall a praying with earneſtneſs ; 
and the Devil will be weary if he finds his deſigns thus 
broken, and that thoſe ſparks of Hell ( which he ſtruck 
into the ſoul to kindle and inflame corruption,) do put 
warmth into grace, and ſet Faith and prayer a working ; 
when he perceives, that what he intended as water to 
cool your love to God, proves like oil to make it flame 
the more vehemently, he will be diſcouraged. Thus re- 
fiſt him and he will flee from you. 8 

Thiraly. Conſider that this is no new thing: For, 


We are not in this ignorant of Satan's wiles, that, if any 


Soul hath eſcaped out of the chains of darkneſs, if he will 
have Heaven, he ſhall have it with as much trouble, as 
the Devil can lay on; and, if he and his had their wills, 
no good man ſhould have one peaceable hour: But bleſ- 
ſed be God for his everlaſting and unchangeable love to 
his, that the Devil cannot pluck us out of thoſe Almighty 
arms, with which he doth embrace his dear Children. 

Dear heart, my prayer for thee, is, That God would 
give thie thee peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, after all 
thy afflctions, and that thou mayeſt come out of theſe 
trials, refin'd and purified, and more fit for thy Maſter's 
uſe, having this the eng of all, to purge away thy droſs, 
and take away thy ſin. _ | 

Thus hoping that at the length God will turn th 
mourning into joy, thy trouble into triumph, and a 
thy ſorrows into a ſure and ſtable peace; I leave you 
with him, and reſt, 42 . 
4 Ours in our dear Lord 


Juks JaNEWAY. 
He 
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He was much afraid of any decays in grace, of Apoſ- 

tacy ; yea, of flatneſs of ſpirit, either in himſelf or o- 
thers: and if he ſuſpected any thing of this nature in 
his neareſt Relations, he would do what he could poſſi- 
bly, to recover them out of the ſnares of Satan, and to 
quicken them to higher and more noble vigorous ſpiri- 
tual acts of Religion. He laboured to maintain a con- 
ſtant tenderneſs aud ſenſibility upon his heart; and to 
take notice of the leaſt departure of his Soul from God, 
or God's abſenting of Himſelf from the Soul, (which was 
an expreſſion that was much in his mouth.) He had a 
godly jealouſy over his Brothers : One of which was a- 
waked by his ſerious and particualr application of him- 
ſelf to him, when he was about eleven years old: But he 
knew, that Conviction and Converfion are two things, 
and that many are ſome what affected by a warm exhor- 
tation, who quickly wear off thoſe impreſſions, and re- 
turn to their former trifting with God, and neglect of 
their Souls. Wherefore, he deſired to carry on the work 
that he had ſome hopes was well begun: He laboured 
to build ſure, and build up; that he might be rooted 
and grounded in the Faith ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord. Wherefore he 
followed him, not only with 3 warnings, and fre- 
quent pathetical counſels and directions, but with Let- 
ters, one of which fpoke in this Language. 


Another of his Letters. of Private Warning and Pathetical 
I Counſel, „ 


O U live in a place where ſtrict and cloſe walk ing 
| with God hath few or no examples, and moſt are 
apt to be like their company ; and God's own Children 
are too apt to forget their firſt love : Our hearts are apt 
to be eareleſs, and neglect our watch : We are ready to 
row formal in duty, or leſs ſpiritual; and then, it may 
e, leſs frequent: And Conſcience is put off with ſome 
r excuſe: And thus Religion withers, and one that 
eemed once a Zealot may hecome a Laodicean ; and ſome 
that looked once as if they were eminent Saints, may fall 
to juſt nothing. It's too common, To have a name te be 


alive and yet to be dtad. Read this, and tremble leſt it * 
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be your caſe. When we are lazy and aſleep, our Adverſary | 
is awake: When we are ſlothful and negligent, then he 
is diligent. I conſider your age, I know where you dwell, 
I am not unacquainted with your temptations. Where. 
fore I cannot but be afraid of you, leſt by both inward 
and outward fire, the buſh be ſinged; tho”, if God be in 
it, it cannot be burnt up. _ os ut | 

Give me leave to be in ſome meaſure fearful of you, 
and jealous over you; and to mind you of what you know 
already. Principles of civility will be but as broken 
reeds to ſtay our ſouls upon, without thoſe higher prin- 
ciples which are planted in the ſoul, by the working of 
the Spirit of God. O, remember, what meltings ſome-» 
times you have had; remember how ſolicitouſſy you did 
enquire after Chriſt ; how earneſtly you ſeemed to aſt the 
away to Zion with your face thitherward. O take heed of 
lofing thoſe impreſſions you once had; take not up with 
a ſlight work. True converſion is a great thing, and a- 
nother kind of buſineſs than moſt of the world take it to 
be. Oh therefore, be not ſatisfied with ſome convictions, 
taking them for converſion ; much leſs with reſting in a 
formal lifeleſs proſeſſion. | "$42 

There is ſuch a thing as being almoſt a. Chriſtian, ; 
nay, as drawing back unto perdition : And ſome that 
are not far from the Kingdom of Heaven, may never 
come there. Beware leſt you loſe the reward : The.pro-. 
miſe is made to him that holdeth faſt, and holdeth out 
unto the end, and overcometh..  _ _ Ia 
Labour to forget what is behind, and to prefs forwards 
toward things that are before. He that is contented with 

_ juft grace enough to get to Heaven, and eſeape Hell, and 
deſires no more, may be ſure he hath none at all; and 
is far from being made Partaker of the Divine Nature. 

Labour to know what it is to converſe with God; ſtrive 
to do every thing as in his preſence ; deſign him in all; 

d a& as one that ſtands within ſight. of the Grave and E- 
8 T ſay again, do what you- do, as if you were ſure 

God ſtood by and looked upon you, and exactly obſerved 


* as „0 —— —_— a 


and recorded every thought, word and action; and you 
. may very well ſuppoſe that, which cannot be otherwiſe. 
Let's awake, and fall to our work in good earneſt : 
Heaven or Hell are before us, and Death he "Uh 
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What do we mean to ſleep! Dulneſs in God's ſervice 1s 
very uncomfortable, and the beſt will coſt us dear : And, 
to be contented with ſuch a frame, is a certain ſymptom 
of a Hypocrite. O, how will ſuch tremble, when God 
ſhall call them to give an account of their ſtewardſhip, 
and tell them, They may no longer be flewards. Should 
they fall ſick, and the Devil and Conſcience fall upon 
—_ what inconceivable perplexity would they then 

ein! 
O, live more upòn inviſible, and let the thoughts of 
their excellency put life into your performances. + You 
muſt be contented to be laughed at for preciſeneſs and 


ſingularity. A Chriſtian's walking is not with men, but 


with God ; and he hath great cauſe to ſuſpe& his love 
to God, who doth not delight more in converſing with 
God, and being conformed to Him, than in converſing 
with the World, and being conformed to it. 
How can the love of God dwell in that man, who 
liveth without God in the World ? without both conti- 
nual walking with him in his whole converſation, and 
thoſe more peculiar viſits of him in prayer, meditations, 
1 ejaculations, and other duties of Religion; and 
the workings of faith, love, holy deſires, delight, joy, 
and ſpiritual ſorrow in them ! Think not that our walk - 
ing with God cannot conſiſt with worldly buſineſs : Yes 
but Religion makes us ſpiritual in common actions, and 
there is not any action in a man's life, in which a man 
is not to labour to make it a Religious AQ, by a looking 
to the Rule in it, and eying of God's Glory ; and thus, 
he may be ſaid to walk with God. To this we muſt en- 


deavour to riſe, and be never content, till we reach ta 


it, and if this ſeems tedious (as to degenerate nature it 
will) we muſt know that we have ſo. much of enmity a- 
gainſt God ſtill remaining, and are under depravation 
and darkneſs, and know not our true: happineſs : Such 
a Soul is ſick, and it hath loſt its taſte, which doth not 
perceive an incomparable ſweetneſs in walking with God, 
without whom all things elſe under Heaven are gall and 


| bitterneſs, and to be little valued by every true Chriſ- 


tian. 
But, We are all apt, even at the worſt, to ay, That 
we prefer God above all things; But we muſt know, 


that 


,(.48-) 
that we have very deceitful hearts: And. thoſe who, be. 
ing enlightened, know for what high- ends they ſhould 
act, and what a fearful condition even a hazard in our 
caſe is; theſe, T ſay, will not believe their own hearts 
without diligent ſearch and good grounds. + _ 
Reſt not in any condition, in whieh your ſecurity is 
not founded upon that ſure bottom, the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt. Labour to attain to this, to love God for him- - 


' ſelf, and to have your heart naturalized and ſuited to 
ſpiritual things. Oh for a heart to rejoice and work 
righteouſneſs! Oh that we could do the Will of God with 

more activity, delight, and conſtancy ! if we did know 
more of God, we ſhould love him more; and then God 
would ftill' reveal more of himſelf to us, and then we 
ſhould ſee more and more cauſe to love him, and wonder 


that we love him no more. Oh this, this is our happi- 
| neſs, To have a fuller fight of God, to be wrapped up. 


and filled with the love of Chriſt !” Oh let my ſoul for 


ever be thus employed! Lord; Whom. have I in Heaven 


. but thee, and there is none in Earth.that I can defire in com- 
* pariſon of thee, bt | Na 


' © You hear, what kind of Language he ſpake ; and you | 
may eaſily perceive what it was that ſwallowed up his 


heart, and where his delight, treaſure, and life was. O, 
How much do moſt of us, who go for Chriſtians, fall 
ſhort of theſe things! And how vaſt a diſtance between 
his experience and ours! And what reaſon have we to 
read theſe lines with bluſhing, and to blot the paper 

with tears? and to lay aſide this Book a while, and to 
fall upon our faces before the Lord, and bemoan the 
carſed unſuitableneſs of our hearts unto God, and to be- 
wail, that we do ſo little underſtand what this walking 


with God, and living by faith means! Oh, at what a 


rate do ſome Chriſtians live! and how low, flat, and dull, 
are others. His love to Chriſt and Souls, made him very 
deſirous 20 ſpend, and be ſpent in the work of the Miniſtry : 
accordingly he did comply with the firſt loud and clear 
Call to preach the everlaſting Goſpel; and tho? he was 
but about two and twenty years old, yet he came to that 
work like one that underſtood what kind of employment 
Preaching was. He was a workman that needed not to 
be aſhamed, that was throughly furniſhed for every N 
4 a , nd | or 


. 
„ OO _ bo 


he an of FEA HY. WU QAO 0 RN © 


Fe a. ad. 3 | 

Word and Work; one that was able to anfiver Gain- : 
ſayers, one in whom the Word of God dwelt richly; one 
full of the Spirit and power, one that hated ſin with a 
perfect hatred, and loved holineſs with all ſoul; in whom 
religion in its beauty did ſhine ; one that Knew be terror: 
of the Lord, and knew how 10 beſeech ſinners in Chrift's 
ad to be reconciled unto God one that was @ Sor of thun- 


der, and à Son of conſolation. In a word, I may ſpeak that 


of him which Paul ſpake of Timothy, that, I knew none 
lile- minded, that did naturally care for fouls.” And had he 
lived to have preached often, O what uſe might ſuch a a 
man have been of in his generation: One, in whom 
learning and holineſs did as it were ſtrive, which-ſhould 
excel. He never preached publickly but twice, and 
then he came to it as if he had been uſed to that work 
forty years, delivering the Word of God with that power 
and majeſty, with that tenderneſs and compaſſion, with 
that readineſs and freedom, that it made his hearers al- 
moſt amazed. He was led into the Myſtery of the Goſ- 
pel, and he ſpoke nothing to others but what was the 
language of his heart, and the fruit of great experience, 
and which one might eaſily perceive had no fmall im- 
preſſion firſt upou his own ſpirit. 
His f and /aft Sermons they were upon Communion 
and intimate Converſe with God, out of Job xxii, 21. 
A ſubject that few Chriſtians under Heaven were better 
able to manage than himſelf, and that ſcarce any could 
handle ſo feelingly as he. For, he did for ſome. conſide- 
rable time maintain ſuch an intimate familiarity with 
God, that he ſeemed to converſe with Him, as one Friend 
doth converſe with another. This Text he made ſome 
entrance into, whilſt he was here. But the perfecting 
of his acquaintance with. God, was a work fitter for an- 
other world. r 1 127 
He was one that kept an exact watch over his thoughts, 
words, and actions, and made a review of all that paſſed 
him, at leaſt once a day, in a ſolemn manner. He kept 
a Diary, in which he did write down every evening what 
the frame of his ſpirit had been all the day long, eſpe- 
cially in every duty. He took notice what Incomes and 
profit he received in his ſpiritual traffic; what returns 
trom that far country; what anſwers of prayer, what 
ny. deadneſs 


- 
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deadneſs and flatneſs, and what obſervable providences.. 
cad preſent themſelves, and the ſubſtance of what he had 


been doing : and any wandrings of e inordinan- 
cy in any paſſion; which, tho the world could not diſ- 
cern he could. It cannot be conceived by them which 
do not practiſe the ſame, to what a good account FF 
this return! This made him to retain a grateful remem-. 
brance of mercy, and to live in a conſtant admiring and 
adoring of divine goodneſs ; this brought him to a very 
intimate acquaintance with his own heart ; this kept his 
ſpirit low, and fitted him for free communications from 
God; this made him more lively and active; this helpsd 
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him to walk humbly with God; this made him ſpeak 


more atrcationately and experimentally to others of the 
things of God. And in a word, this left a ſweet calm 
upon his ſpirits, becauſe he every night made even his 
accounts; and if his ſheets ſhould prove his winding- 
ſheet, it had been all one; For he could ſay his work 
was done; ſo that death could not ſurprize him. 

Could this Book [ of his experiences, and regiſter of 
his actions] have been read, it might have contributed 
much to the compleating of this diſcourſe, and the 
quickning of ſome, and the comforting of others. But 
theſe things being written in Characters, the World hath 
loft that Jewel. 8 

He ſtudied the Scriptures much, and they were ſweeter 
to him than his Food ; And he had an excellent faculty 
in opening the mind of God in dark places. 

In the latter part of his life he ſeemed quite ſwallowed 
up with the thoughts of Chriſt, Heaven, and Eternity; 
and the nearer he came to this, the more ſwift his mo- 
tion was to it, and the more unmixed his deſigns for it; 
and he would much perſuade others to an univerſal free 
reſpect to the glory of God in all things; and making 
Religion ones buſineſs, and not to mind thefe great 
things by the by. | | | 


Cnar. XII. Miniſters not to carry on low defigns 


E was not a little concerned about Minifters ; that, 
L above all men, they ſhould take heed, leſt they 
carried on poor low deſigns, inſtead of wholy eying_of 


= tro &,o >. + 


„ „%% „% A A Az ws et dd $9 4 . - A © rh Hy of fray + 


—— 


ey 
of 


N d AT Fi Gon 0 PALS os Rh 


| ( 51) 
the intereſt of God, and Souls. He judged, that to 


take up Preaching as a Trade, was altogether inconſiſ- 


tent with the high ſpirit of a true Goſpel Miniſter; he 
deſired, that thoſe which ſeemed to be devoted to the 
Miniſtry, would be ſuch, firſt, heartily to devote their 
All to God; and then that they ſhould endeavour to 
have a dear love to immortal ſouls. | 8 

He was very ready to debaſe himſelf, and humbly to 
acknowledge, what he found amiſs in himſelf, and 
labour'd to amend himſelf and others. This, faith he, 
I muſt ſeriouſly confeſs,' that I muſt needs reproach my 
ſelf for deficiency in a Chriſtian ſpiritual remembrance 
of you (ſpeaking to a dear Friend,) and for a decay in a 
quick tender touch, as of other things, ſo of what relates 
to yourſelf in the ſpirituality of it. Not that I think 
not of you or of God, but that my thoughts of you, and 
ſpiritual things, are not ſo frequent, ſavoury and affection- 
ate, as they ought to be. "oe 

„By this reflection you may eaſily perceive, that I ſee 


farther in duty than I do in practice. The truth of it is, 


I grudge that thoughts and affections ſhould run out any 
whither freely, but to God. And what I now deſire for 
my ſelf, I deſire for you likewiſe, That God would 
ſweeten the Fountain, our Natures I mean, that every 
drop flowing from thence may ſavour of ſomething of 
God within. Thoughts are precious, affections are more 
precious, the beſt that we are worth ; and when they 
flow in a wrong Channel, all God's precious diſpenſati- 
ons towards us, are loſt; all that God hath ſpent upon 
us, is loſt, and ſpent in vanity. I ſpeak this out of a 
dear reſpe& to your ſoul, and God's Honour, whom, I 
am loth, ſhould be a loſer by his kindneſſes. I know 
you have many objects, upon which you may be apt to 
let out your dear affections, I ſay again, my jealouſy is, 
leſt (there being ſo many channels wherein they may run) 
God loſe his due. I deſire therefore, in humility and ten- 
derneſs, that this may be as a hint to you from the ſpirit 
of God, to look inwards to the frame and diſpoſition of 
your Soul and to make trial thereof by the natural out- 
goings of your affections, and then expoſtulate the caſe 
with your own Soul. If Chriſt have my warmeſt love, 
why is it thus with me? If * have my heart, * 
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I fo thouhtful about the World? If I indeed love him 
beſt, how cometh it to paſs, that I find more ſtrong, de- 
lightful, conſtant aRings of my affections towards my Re- 
lations, my ſelf, -or any worldly thing,. than I do after 
him? O the depth of the heart's deceitfulneſs! 
Dear and Honoured Friend, truſt not to a ſurmiſal, 
truſt not to a ſlight view of your heart, or the ficſt appre- 
henſions you may have of yourſelf ? but go down into the. 
ſecrets of your heart, try and fear, fear and try. An evi- 
| denceis abundantly more worth, than all trouble that 
you can be at, in the acquiring of it: And the trouble, 
that there is good ground for, in an unevidenced ſtate is 
far greater than that which may ſeem to be in ſearching. 
for 1t. Yet, to an awakened ſoul, what is the trouble in 
clearing its evidences, but their ſenſe or fear of their not. 
being clear, and of the deceitfulneſs of their hearts. The 
reality of that evil, which tender ſouls ſo dread, doth lie 
in its full weight (tho' not felt, ) upon the drowſy un- 
groundedly fecure ſinner. Ki | 
& I ſpeak in love; give me leave to remember you of 

ſome touches that you had formerly; upon your ſpirit 
under the means of Grace: remember, how much you 
were ſometimes affected under preaching.” Did you ne- 
ver ſay, that theſe Sermons upon hardneſs, of heart oftened 
yours? Inquire I pray, whether thoſe convictions which 
were then upon your heart, are not worn off, by the in- 
cumbrances of the World: If upon inquiry, you find that 
they are, it's high time for you to look about you, and 
repent, and not only to do your firſt works, but to ſtrive 
to outgo them. 3 

J have with grief, taken a review of the frame of my 
own Spirit, when I was at your houſe, and I have no 
ſmall ſenſe of the diſtemper of my ſoul, whereby I was 
betrayed to too great an indifference in the things of 
God; And, finding by ſad experience, that I was more 
apt (amongſt thoſe carnal comforts and affairs) to loſe 
that reliſh and ſavour of Divine things. that I was wont 
to have, and thoſe delightful appearances of God which 
I was through rich. Grace acquainted with, while I was 
more ſequeſtred from the world and earthly delights 
frac but that I find my heart at the beſt, under the 
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igheſt advantages of cloſeſt communion, too unwilling 
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to endeavour after, and maintain that gracious ſenſe and 
acknowledgement of God which I would fain obtain to:] 
I ſay, obſerving 2 own experiences, and knowing that 
your heart was ſomething a kin to mine, fearing leſt 
multiplicity of buſineſs ſhould expoſe you alſo to the 
ſame hazard : Chriſtian compaſſion could not but put 
me upon arming of you againſt thoſe temptations, to 
which your occaſions make yaũ ſubjeQ. : 

«« The deſire of my ſoul for you is, That you may tra- 
vel ſafely through a dangerous wilderneſs to a bleſſed 
Canaan ; that you may quit your ſelf, like a Chriſtian in 
the oppoſing and mig all your enemies; and at 
laſt, come triumphing out of the Field: And that you 
may behave your ſelf, like a Pilgrim and ſtranger in a 
far Country, who-are looking for a City that hath Foun- 
dations : And that we may meet together with joy at 
our Father's Houſe, and fit down with him in eternal 
glory. Oh that word Glury is ſo weighty, if we did 

elieve it, that it would make the greateſt diligence we 
can uſe to ſecure it ſeem light. O that far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory O for more faith! Lord 
increaſe our faith, and then there would be nothing 
wanting to make us put forth the utmoſt ſtrength of our 
foul, and to improve every moment of time, to catch 
hold of all-advantages, and to make uſe of all means 
poſſible for the attainment of ſuch glorious ends. 

„But O theſe unbelievinghearts! let us join our com- 
plaints, and let us all break forth into bitter lamenta- 
tions over them. May not we with as good reaſon, as 
that diſtreſſed Father over his poſſeſſed Child, bring our 
hearts into the preſence of our Saviour, and cry out 
with tears, and ſay, that it is theſe unbelieving hearts, 
which ſometimes caſts us into the fire, and ſometimes 
into the water: Yea, worſe, every time we forſake God, 
and prefer any thing before him, we part with life for 
death, with Heaven for Hell. | i 

Give me leave to come yet a little nearer to you: 
What an advantage would a full perſuaſion of the truth 
and excellencies of Goſpel diſcoveries bring to your ſoul, 
if you would but ſeriouſly, and with all your ſtrength, 
drive on true ſpiritual deſigns. Oh, how eaſily might 
you then go under all * burdens. If your care me 

2 [ 
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the things of this were but rigutly ſabordinate to the 
things ofeternity, how chearfully might you go on with 
your buſineſs ! If you ſought f the Kingdom of Heaven 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof, then all other things would 
be added (fo far as they are neceſſary or good for you.) 
* Let me therefore at this time put you upon that duty 
of raiſing your mind from Earth to Heaven, from the 
Creature to the Creator, from the World to God. In- 
deed, it is matter of no ſmall difficulty, to diſcover that 
diſorder that is in our ſouls, when we are ſolicitous a- 
bout temporary objects and employments: But there 


are but few ſurer diſcoveries of it, than inſenſibility and 


not complaining of it. For when the ſoul is indeed raiſed 
to ſpiritual objects, and to underſtand clearly its eternal 
intereſt; when it doth in good earneſt take God for its 
portion, and prefer him above all, then it will quickly be 
enſible of the ſoul's outgoings after other objects, and 
even grudge that any time ſhould be taken up in the 
* of the Creature, and that any below God ſhould 
e followed with earneſt pleaſure and conſtancy. Tt 
would have God have the beſt, and it would do nothing 
elſe but love, ſerve and enjoy God. For my own part I 
cannot but wonder, that God will "> us leave to love 
him. Oh bleſſed goodneſs! Oh infinite condeſcenfion ! 
Thoſe that believingly ſeek him, he is not aſhamed to be 
called their God. I am ſenſible in ſome meaſure of your 


burdens, and indeed that muſt needs be a burden that 


keeps the ſoul from purſuing its chiefeſt good. My 
' prayers for you are, that you may have ſuch teachings 
from God as may make you underſtand, how far heavenly 
things are more precious than earthly, and that you may 
with all your might, ſeek, mind, and love that which 
hath moſt of true excellency in it, which hath the oy 
ground of real comfort here, and of eternal happineſs 
hereafter.” FAT; 2 | 


Cnare, XIII. His Love and Compaſſion to Soul:, 


H E was full of pity and compaſſion to ſouls, and 


yet greatly grieved and aſhamed that he did no 
more to expreſs his ſenſe of the worth of ſouls, and that 
his bowels did no more ſenſibly yern over them, alarm = 


. EEG oe es as ad am ra 


( 
he had juſt cauſe to fear, were in a Chriſtleſs ſtate. Tho 
there were few of his Kindred and Relations ;- nay, of 
his Neighbours and Acquaintance, but he did make a 
perſonal application to, either by Letters or Conference : 
Yet for all this, who more ready to cry out of want of 
love to ſouls, and unprofitableneſs to others in his gene- 
ration, that he was no more full of compaſſion, and that 
he had no better improvement of all the viſits that he 
made ; in which we ſhould not make carnal pleaſure and 
recreation our end, but the imparting and receiving of 
ſome ſpiritual gift. This made him, after a conſiderable 
abſence from a dear Friend, to groan out theſe com- 
plaints. God by his Providence hath oft brought us 
together; but to how little purpoſe, God and our Con- 
ſciences know. As for my part, I may juſtly bewail my 
barrenneſs. Oh, that 1 ſhould be of ſo little uſe where 
I come! Oh, that my. tongue and heart ſhould be ſtill 
fo unfruitful ! I am ready to hope ſometimes, that, if 
it ſhould pleaſe God in his Proyidence to bring us again 
together, we may be more profitable one to another. 
« And this indeed makes me more deſirous of coming 
to you again, than any thing elſe, That I may do ſome 
good among you. Oh, how few ſtudy to advance the in- 
tereſt of Chriſt, and the benefit of one anothers ſoul in 
their viſits, as they ſhould and might do! I am not able 
at preſent, to order my affairs ſo as to come comfortably 
over to you; but I hope, e're long, the Lord will give 
me leave to fee you; and be refreſhed by you: I deſire 
to ſupply my abſence by this ſure token of my remem- 
brance of you; and alſo that I might have an opportu- 
nity for that which we ought to eye moſt in the enjoy- 
ment of one anothers ſociety. But I have found, that 
artly becauſe uf the narrowneſs of my heart, not being 
inlar ged to bring forth into act what I have greatly de- 
ſired, partly becauſe the malice of the Enemy of our ſouls, 
who endeavours all that poſſible he can, to lay ſtumbling 
blocks in our way to real union and nearer acquaintance 
with God and Chriſtian Comgunion; from theſe, and 
other cauſes, it is, that I have been too little beneficial 
to you formerly, e 5 K 
It may be, I may write that with freedom. which in 


preſence I ſhould not have ſpoken. I ſhall take occaſion 


4 - from 


from your deſire of my preſence with you, to look higher to 
the deſires of our ſouls to be in conjunction and commu- 


nion with the higheſt good, who fills up all relations to 
our ſouls; who is our Father, our Huſband, our Friend, 
our God, yea our All in All. But when I ſay, He is All 


in All, I mean more than that which we count All: For 
every one doth confeſs, that it is God alone that doth. 


bleſs all others things to us, and that it is hot out of the 
nature of thoſe things that we enjoy, that they are bleſ- 
ſings ; but it is God which makes them comforts to us, 
And thus. God is to be acknowledged 4 in All, common 
enjoyment + | . ble N * 

But, beſides this, God is ſomething to the ſoul, 


which he is by himſelf, and not in the mediation of the 


Creatures; where God is as a portion, and lived upon as 
our true happineſs ; He is not only the complement of 
other things, but He himſelf is the ſoul's ſufficiency. . I 
am a little obſcure, I deſire to be plainer, I mean, that 
through the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, God is to be 
lived upon, delighted in, and choſen before all: For, for 
this very end, hath Chriſt appeared, that he might make 


God approachable by man, and that we who are a far off, 


may be made nigh. ” 

„There is a nearneſs to God which we are not only 
allowed, but called to in the loving diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, fo that now we are not to be ſtrangers any longer, 
but friends; we are to have fellowſhip and communion 
with God. Why do not our hearts even leap for joy, 
why do not our ſouls triumph in theſe diſcoveries of 
love ! Even becauſe. we know not the greatneſs of our 
Privileges, the highneſs of our Calling, the excellency of 
our Advancement, the bleſſedneſs of this Life, the ſweet- 
neſs of theſe Imployments, the ſatisfaction of theſe In- 


-zoyments, the comfort of this heavenly Life, the'delights 


of this Communion with God, We know not the thin 

which belong to our peace: And thus when God calls 
us to that which he ſent his Son for, when Chriſt offers 
us that which coſt him ſagdear ; we with the greateſt un- 
worthineſs, vileſt ingratitnde, refuſe, ſlight, and contemn 
it, What think we ! Doth it not go even to the heart of 


_ Chriſt; and (to ſpeak after the manner of men) doth it 
not grieve him to the ſoul, to behold his greateſt love 


ſcorned, 


a 
{ 


Ne es ©. © 


5 
5 
; 
5 
1 
f 
t 
Þ 
, 


e 
ſcorned, and the end of his ago 
counted of than the baſeſt of our luſt? h: 

Let us therefore according to that high Calling 
wherewith we are called, enter into a more intimate ac- 
quaintance with God, and as we find our ſouls acting na- 
turally towards thoſe things, which are naturally dear to 
us; fo let us ſtrive to lighten our ſpiritual affections. 

« We are very apt to look upon duties as burdens ra- 
ther than privileges and ſeaſons of enjoying the greateſt 
refreſhments ; but theſe apprehenfions are very low and 


earthly, Oh, that we could at length ſet our ſelves to 
live a ſpiritual life, to walk with God, and out of a new 


nature, to ſavour aud reliſn thoſe things which are above !? 
Could we but really, intenſely, believingly deſire that 
which is real Happineſs, and the Heaven of Heaven, uni- 


on and communion with God; theſe deſires would bring 


ſome comfort. | 

« As for me, yon muſt give me allowance to get my 
affections more emptied into God; though it be with a 
dimunition of love to you; and bleſſed will that day be 
when all love will be fully ſwallowed up into God. But 
ſpiritual love doth not deſtroy natural affections, or rela- 
tive obligations, but perfect and rectify them: And ſo 
may, giving up my ſelf to God, be ſtill yours.“ 


C HA r. XIV. His trouble at the Barrenni/ of ban. 


E was dot a little troubled at the barrennefs of 


Chriſtians in their diſcourſe, and their not impro- 


ving their ſociety for the quickning and warming of their 
hearts; the expence of precious time unaccountably, the 
ill management of viſits, and the impertinency of their 
talk, he oft reflected upon with a holy indignation. It 
vext him to the foul, to ſee what prizes fometimes were 


put into the hands of Chriſtians, and how little fkill and 


will they had to. improve them, for the building up of 
one another in the moſt holy faith: and that they who 
fhould be encouraging of one another in the way to 
Zion, communicating of experiences, and talking of their 
Country, and of the Glory of that Kingdom which the 
Saints are Heirs of, could ſatisfy themſelyes with empty, 
common, vain ſtuff; as if Chriſt, Heaven and Eternity, 
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were not things of as great worth as any thing elſe, that 


uſually ſounds in the ears and comes from the lips of pro- 
feſſors. That the folly of common discoveſt among 
Chriſtians might appear more, and that he might diſco- 
ver how little ſuch language did become thoſe that pro- 
feſs themſelves /raelites, and that ſay, they are Fews : 
He once fat down ſilent and took out his Pen and Ink; 
and wrote down in ſhort-hand the diſcourſes that paſſed 
for ſometime together, amongſt thoſe which pretended 
to more than common underitanding in the the things 
of God: And after a while he took his Paper and read it 
to them; and aſked them whether ſueh talk was fuch as 
they would be willing God ſhould record. This he did, 
that he might ſhame them out of that uſual unobſerved 
and unlamented, unprofitable communication, and fruit- 
leſs ſquandring away that ineſtimable Jewel, Opportunity, 
Ob, to ſpend an hour or two together, and to hear ſcarce @ 


word for Chriſt, or that ſpeaks peoples hearts in love with ho- 


lineſs : Is not this writing @ brave rational divine Diſcourſe? 
Fie, ſie. Where's our Love to God and Souls all this wuhile ?. 
Where's our ſenſe of the preciouſne/s of time, of the greatneſs of 
our account? Should awe talk thus, if we believed that we ſhould 
hear of this again at the Day of Judgment? And do we not 
know that we muſt give an account of every idle word? is this 
like thoſe that underſtand the Language of Canaan ? Did Saints 
in former times uſe their tongues to no better purpoſe ® Would 
Enoch, David, or Paul have talked thus ? Is this the ſrorateſt 
communzon of Saints upon Earth * How ſhall aue do to ſpend 
eternity in ſpeaking the praiſes of God, i we cannot find matter 
for an hour's diſcourſe ? e 

Doth not this ſpeak aloud our hearts to be very empty of 


grace, and that we have little ſenſe of thoſe ſpiritual and eter- 


nal concerns upon us P | 6:45 art, 

As the Barrenneſs and empty Converſe of Chriſtians 
was A fin that he greatly, bewailed, ſo the want of love 
amongſt Chriſtians, and their diviſions did coſt him ma- 
ny tears and groans; and he did what he could to heal 
all the breaches that he could, by his tender, prudent, 
and Chriſtian advice and counſel; and if prayers, tears, 
and intreaties, and counſels would prevail and cement 
differences, they ſnould not long be open. Nay, if his 
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Letters would ſignify any thing to make an aw 
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and Chriſtian correſpondence, it ſhould. not be wanting 
And becauſe the wounds of diviſion are yet bleeding, I ſhal 
inſert two healing Letters of his, which ſpeak what ſpirit - 
he was of : Which take as follows, "0 


cn. xv. Two Letters to Cement Differences, and cauſe 


z 


Tove amongſt Chriſtians. 


T cannot be expected that Wounds ſhould be healed 
till their cauſe be removed ; that which moveth me 
to write to you at preſent, and puts me upon intentions 
of writing again, is, That I may do ay utmoſt, by mouth 
and pen, for the removal of that which is the cauſe of the 
inward grief and trouble of my ſoul, and I am perſwaded 
of others alſo as well as mine, viz. thoſe diviſions, that 
I could not but obſerve to be between yourſelf and ano- 
ther Chriſtian Friend. I hope, after my aſking counſel 
not only of my own heart, but of God alſo; he hath di- 
reted me to that which may be to his own glory, and 
the good of your ſoul ; and not only for the removing of 
rief, but the rejoicing of the hearts of them upon whom 
2 diviſions had any effect. | | 
I therefore deſire you to entertain theſe following lines, 
as the iſſues of deep affection to your ſoul, and the ho- 
nour of Religion: And I beſeech you read them, not 
only as from me, who deſire your good with the ſtrength 
of my ſoul, but as from God himſelf, of , whoſe Love 
your good improvement will be a token. That that 
end which I propoſe to my ſelf, I cannot but perſua 
our ſelf deſign, commend, and deſire; 
which is Chriſtian charity and that ſweet meek Goſpel- 
ſpirit, which is ſo highly and frequently commended. by 
our Saviour to the praQtice of his Diſciples. Oh, that 
where there hath been any breaches, there might be the 


nearer union; and that ye might be joined together in 


the ſame ſpirit, might keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
3 8 
And fo / this end that you would remove all old hin- 
_—_— atch continually, leſt you give, and be careful 
not to ti Ke occaſion of offence. The neceffity, uſeful- 
neſs, ſwhFtneſs of true ſpiritual love appears by the word 
God's frequent urging of it, by the ſenſe of Chriſ- 
| tians, 
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tians, the uncomfortableneſs and deformity of the con- 
trary. Now, that you may in an unintermitted con- 
ſtancy injoy peace within and without, and rejoice my 
Foul ; I defire you to join your own endeavours with the 
conſideration of thoſe things which I ſhall allow and 
hereafter ſend to you. SE Be ne We 955 
Firft, Conſider that it is a Chriſtian's duty to go out 
of himſelf, to lay down his own ends and interefts, and 
wholly to take upon him God's cauſe ; to do all for God 
and to act as under God, to be God's inſtruments in our 
fouls and bodies which are God's: Thus did God create 
man for His own glory, and not that man ſhould ſeek 
himſelf: And when man fell, he fell out of God into 


' himſelf; out of that divine order and compoſure of mind 


in which God had made him, into confuſion ; from a 
love of God, into a corrupt ſelf-love and ſelf-ſeeking. 
"Now if we do hat deſcend into our ſouls, and obſerve 
the actings, intents, and contrivances of them, we can- 
not but obſerve how confuſedly and abominably all work 
together for the pampering, pleaſing, and advancing 
It ſelf. We are not to think that if we do not preſent 
diſcover this in our ſelves, that it is hot ſo with-us : For, 
in ſome degree it is in every one, even in the truly re- 
enerate; as far as they have the relicks of corruption 
n them, ſo far they have in their ſouls this ſelf-love. 
Now this diſorder in our minds whereby they are taken 
off from their right ends, is that very, natural corrup- 
tion and depravedneſs which we received from Adam, 
and it is, and, to a fpiritual ſenſe, ought to be, worſe 
than Hell it ſelf; in as much as the cauſe doth eminently 
contain all and more evil than the effect. * 
This is the ſpiritual death, whereby we are dead in ſin, 
the fruit of the firſt Curſe, Thea halt die the death. 


The Soul's life in this World, is its being in God, and 


living to God, and enjoyment of God: And the Soul's 
eternal life will be ſo, ſo to know God as to be formed 
into his likeneſs, and to be received into a full participa- 
tion of, and cummunion with God. The Soul's death 
Here is its being fallen off from God, and its being car- 
ried into its felt; and its eternal death will be an ftter 
ſeparation from him. WT Ian he 


"Now 


» 
* 


Now Mankind being thus fallen from God, Chriſt is 
ſent for this very end, to bring man back again to God: 
And then man is brought unto God, when he is brought 
out of that ſtate of ſelf- love, into that ſtate whereby he 
gives up himſelf wholly to God. Thus the ſoul being 
quickned by the ſpirit of God, leaveth off living to its 
ſelf, which was its death; and lives to God, which is its 
life. Here comes in the great duty oſ denying of our 
ſelves for Chriſt's ſake; which indeed were not duty, if 
there were nothing in us contrary.to God; | 

This then is our duty not to ſeek our own things, bes. 
fore the things of God; to lay God's Glory as the foun- 
dation of all our actions, and if there be any thing in us 
contrary to that, to give it no leave to ſtand in compe 
tion with God. q -n 

Now, were this deeply rooted in our hearts, how would 
Contention, Anger, Wrath, and Heart-burning, and all 
things of this nature, ceaſe? Such influence would the 
taking God's part againſt ſelf: have into the quiet and 
peace of men, that iv cannot be without it. 8 

We ſee how wiſely God hath ordered things, that the 
very a@ of mans being off from God, ſhould be the cauſe- 
of confuſion, war, and miſery: and what can be more 
juſt and equal than this, that God who is the Author of 
our Being, ſhould be the end of our Being? Oh then, 
that once our minds were again reduced to this frame, 
To live wholly to Gad. Oh that we were wrought into a. 
thorough prejudice againſt ſelf which ſtands between us 
and true peace! I. beg of you to ſpare ſome time from 
the world, and retire into privacy, where you may apply 
this to your own ſoul. | ST 7-34 

My prayer to God for you out of the ſtrong yearni 
of my ſoul towards you, is, That he would make this 
effectual to its intended end, for the inward peace of your 
ſoul, for your comfortable walking with God in this life, 
and that condition wherein the wiſdom of God bath pla- 
ced you. I write theſe lines with the ſtrength-of affecti- 
on; I'feel fear, grief, compaſſion, working ſtrongly. Oh 
pity me in the midſt of all theſe, whilſt I cannot call to 
Por > prrnarel the cauſe of theſe without à flood of m_ 

therefore my joy, in being of one mind: Yea, if there be any 
conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort in lows, if any fellowſhip 
in 
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bowels of mercy ; fulfil ye my joy, and be like 


in the ſpirit, if an 


minded, PET the ſame love, being of one accord, of one mind, 


Phil. ii. 1, 2. I leave you to the love and mercy of God, and 
to the working of hisfpirit, which' alone is able to put 
life and power into theſe words: Which that he would 
do, is the earneſt requeſt and fervent prayer of yours 


JohN JaxEwar, 


Now upon a faithful perufal of this Letter, it pleaſed 
the Lord to give a meek and more complring ſpirit, and 


in a great meaſure it wrought its intended effect. The 
noble deſign of this ſweet Peace maker, took ſo far as to 


produce an ingenious acknowledgment, and ſorrowful 
bewailing of the want of that ſelf-denial, humility, meek- 
neſs, and love, which doth ſo much become our ſacred 
profeſſion. Upon the hearing of this good News, how 
ſtrangely was this good man tranſported! Upon receipt 
of a Letter from the former friend, which gave no ſmall 


ſatisfaction and hopes that the former endeavours were 
not in vain. And, that he might drive the nail to the 
head, he ſpeedily backs his former Letter with a ſecond ; 


which ſpeaks theſe words. 
Dear Friend, 8 p 


Y Soul is inlarged towards you, and my affections 
work within me; and yet give me leave now to 
lay aſide thoſe flames of natural affection, and to kindle 


my ſoul with divine love. Here there is no fear of run- 


ning out too far while all is in Chriſt, and for Chriſt. Oh 


that now I could let out the ſtrength of my ſoul, not as 


to your ſelf, but as to God! Oh that my heart were more 


inlarged, that it may be comprehenſive of a more full 


true Chriſtian love! God is altogether lovely, and to be 
loved for himſelf, and we are ſo far dark, ignorant, and 


blind, as we do not ſee and account him moſt amiable. 


Oh let me have ſuch diſcoveries of his excellency, that 


my heart may pant, thirſt, and break for its earneſt long- 


ings after the richeſt participations of him; that I may 
for ever be ſwallowed up of his love! Oh that I may 


love him a thouſand times more than I do! That I may 


rejoice 
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rejoice in him, and take the ſweeteſt complaceney, and 
delight in him alone; and that I could let out my affecti- 
ons moſt, where I ſee any thing of himſelf, any beams 


of the Image of his holineſs, and that beareth the im- 
preſſion of his ſpirit. Had you vifited me from the dead, 
could my affections have moved more ſtrongly, or my 
rejoicings have been greater than they were at the re- 
ceipt of thoſe Lines which I had from you, wherein ſo 
much of Chriſt in you, and the goodnefs of Chriſt to me 
did appear. Fulfil my joy in the Lord, refreſh my bow- 
els, and let not my rejoicing be in vain. If it hath plea- 
ſed the Lord to make the imperfect and weak indeavours 
of his unworthy ſervant, any way ſubſervient to his own 
glory in you, it is that which I account my ſelf unworthy 
of, and deſire to receive it from him as a manifeſtation of 
the riches of his free goodneſs to my ſelf; knowing my 
ſelf to be unworthy to be his inſtrument in the meaneſt 
ſervice, much more in ſo great-a one as this is. Hoping 
and perſuading my ſelf of the effectual work of my for- 
mer Letter, r am encouraged to write again, both be- 
cauſe of my promiſe, and n and the weigh- 
ty nature of the ſubject that I was then upon, which was 
Love. True Chriſtian love, which is a thing fo comely, 
ſo beautiful and ſweet, and of fuch weighty power in all 
actions to make them divine and excellent, that there is 
no labour loſt in endeavouring to get more of it, even in 
thoſe in whom it moſt aboundeth. The Apoſtle, 1 The/. 
iv. 9, 10. Though he knew that they were taught of 
God to love one another, and that they did it towards all 
the brethren, yet even them he beſeecheth to abound 


more and more in that Grace of Love. The former 


principle out of which this love doth ariſe (as I informed 
you in my former Letter) was the putting off our own 
intereſts, and putting on God's. Now I ſhall proceed in 
minding you of another Chriſtian duty, which is effectu- 
ul to the knitting us together in a firm operative love, 
and that is this; That a Chriſtian is to awalk as one that is 
a Member of Chrift Jeſus. Into what near and cloſe uni- 
on are thoſe that are given him by the Father received! 
How hath the Holy Ghoſt choſen out all the neareſt na- 
tural relations to expreſs and ſhadow out the cloſeneſs of 


that ſpiritual relation ö is between Chriſt and his ? 


Chriſt 
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+ Chriſt is our King, and we his People; he is our Maſter, vt 
and we are his Servants; he is our Shepherd, and we be 
the Sheep of his Paſture; he is our Friend, and we his; al 
he is our Huſband, and we are his Spouſe; he the Vine, ar 
we the Branches; he our Head, and we are his Members; B. 
he is in us, and we in him; he is our Life. This duty ne 
will have influence upon affections theſe ways. o¹ 
Firſt. As Chriſt is our Head, and we are his Mem- in 
5 bers, ſo he hath an abſolute Command over us. And tr 
- where this relation is real, obedience to the Commands th 
of Chriſt is ſweet, and without conſtraint and force : d1 
now this is Chriſt's Command, that we ſhould love one ht 
another: By this, ſaith he, Hall all men know you are my O 
Diſciples, if ye love on? another. Thoſe relations into which £2 
Chriſt receiveth his, ſpeak and hold forth a willing, Cc 
chearful, full ſubmiſſion to the Commands of Chritt, ſe 
and what duty is there in all the Goſpel which is more re 
frequently and earneſtly preſſed than this? A zew Com- di 
mandment give I unto you, that you love one another as I have c: 
lowed you, fo lowe one another. So full is the whole Scrip- ſe 
ture of Obligatious, both upon Conſcience and Ingenu- n 


ity to this duty, that the whole ſtream of it ſeems to run n 
into this channel of Love. But Chriſt's Command is ſi 
ſuch an obligation, as one that hath a ſpiritual ſenſe to W 
feel the ſtrength of it, cannot break. It is Chriſt hath te 
commanded, and ſhall not we obey ? Shall not the love ] 
of Chriſt conſtrain us? Shall we. be fo unkind to him C 
who hath been ſo kind to us, as to ſtand it out with him 0 
in ſo equal a Command? Shall not the ſweetneſs of c 
Chriſt overcome us, that ſeeing his love was ſo great as 
| not to ſpare his life for us, yea, and ſuffer more for us 
1 I believe than we think he did; nay, I may ſay, than 
| we can conceive he did; and that which commends his 
F love to us is, that he ſhould do and ſuffer ſo much for 
us, that of his Creatures we were became his Enemies? 
Why ſhould we not then chearfully ſubmit to him in this 
one Command, love one another? Doth not the very 
3 word Love carry in it at the firſt hearing abundance of 
E | alluring violence? This is Chriſt's Yoak, and here we 
may well ſay, his yoak is eaſy, and his burden is light. 
What is there in a life of divine love that we need be 
afraid of? What is there in this command that is grie- 
vous? 
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8 
ruos? How can this yoak be uneaſy? What reaſon to 
be loth to take it on? But ſuch is the baſe degeneracy 
and unreaſonableneſs of corrupted Nature, that when 
any thing comes in competition with Self- love, then all 
Bonds muſt be broken, all Voaks muſt be caſt off, and 
nothing will then keep us in, but we muſt and will take 
our own part, though never ſo bad: And our own part 
in the heart of paſſion muſt ſeem beſt, no it be con- 
trary to infinite Righteouſneſs, which is God himſelf. O 
that we could once learn to lay aſide this natural preju- 
dice, which we have againſt whatſoever doth thwart our 
humours, though it be never ſo juſt, holy, and rational. 
O that we could look more narrowly, and ſearch more 
exactly into our ſelves, with a ſpiritual eye, and then we 
could not but ſee that which would make us loath our 
ſelves, and to become abominable in our own eyes, and 
rather take any part than our own, we ſhould ſee fo much 
deceitfulneſs in our ſelves, as that we ſhould think our 
caſe bad, though it ſeem never ſo good to our natural 
ſelf, till we apply to the Rule. Rule, Nature would have 
none but it ſelf ; and though in our better compoſure of 
mind, we may receive ſome other Rule ; yet in our Paſ- 
ſions we cannot ſpare time to go to any other Rule ; but 
we take that which is next to hand, and ſelf will be ſure 
to be that. But we muſt, if we will be true Chriſtians, 
learn to deny ſelf, and wholly to ſubmit our ſelves to the 
Command of Chriſt's, as our only Rule. O let the power 
of Chriſt's Love and Command make us obedient to this 
command of Love! | 

*Secondly, If we are to walk as Members of Chriſt, who 
is our Head, this hath influence upon our affections to 
oblige us to love one another, as from the Command 
which the Head hath over the Members, ſo, from the 
conformity that is to be in the Members to the Head. 
The Head and the Members are not of two ſeveral Na- 
tures ; But the ſame Nature paſſeth from the Head thro? 
all the Members : Now, if we be ingrafted into Chriſt, 
we muſt become of the ſame Nature with him : let us 
be followers of Chrift as dear Children, and walk in love, as 
Chriſt alſo hath owed us. Paul bids us be foHowers of him- 
ſelf, as he was a follower of Chriſt ; Chriſt then is to be 
our great Pattern ; He 5 us to learn of hin, for 
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Ze was meet. For us to think to attain unto a perſect con- 
farmity to him, is in vain; but as much as our natures 
are capable of, we are to ſtrive for it. Chriſt's love to 
us, had breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 


which paſſeth knowledge. Greater loue hath no man than * 


this, that a man fhould lay down his Jife for his friend, but 
berein Chriſt commended his love to us, in that wwhi/e aue were 
enemies, Chrift died for us. Behold what manner of love is 
this, that Chriſt hath beſtowed on us! H-reby perceive aue 
the love of God, (that is Chriſt) becauſe he laid down his life 
for us, 1 John, iii. 16. His inference is there the ſame 
with mine, and that in a higher degree; wwe ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. If life, then fin ; then paſ- 
ſion and wrath; then a baſe proud, ſelf-pleaſing, and 
contradicting humour. Do we ſee any lovelineſs or 
beauty in Chriſt Jeſus? Is there no excellency in his 
ſweetneſs, pity, and patience ? Is not his loving kindneſs 
amiable? And would not ſomething like this in us be 
deſirable ? Had he more reaſon to love us than we have 


to love one another? O, let our ſouls be overcome with 


the thoughts of this love of Chriſt ;' let our hearts be 
kindled and blown up in a flame of love by it. O, when 
ſhall this dear, precious, pure, eternal love of his over- 
power our ſouls? When ſhall it have its proper effe& 
upon us, to make us to deſire earneſtly to be like our be- 


loved? When ſhall we put on this beauty? O how lovely 


ſhould we then look ! Let us put off that deformity that 
is upon our ſouls, which makes ſo unlike to Chriſt ; yea, 


which makes us loathſome in his Eyes. Pride, Paſſion, 


Worldlineſs, are thoſe foul deformities which keep Chriſt 


at ſuch a diſtance from us, and which hinder his more 


ſweet, frequent, and intimate converſe with us. 
It is only that of himſelf which Chriſt ſeeth in us which 
he delighteth in. For in him is the perfection of all beau- 


ty and excellency; and whatſoever lovelineſs is any thing 


elſe, comes from him, is like him, and leads to him. 
Would we know how much we are beloved of him, let 

s ſee how much we are like him; for he cannot but 
love that which is like himſelf, and if we would be like 
him, we mult put on love, for God is love, and he that 
dwwelleth in love davelleth in God, and Ged in him, 1 John iv. 16 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, If we ought to walk towards one another as 
Members of the ſame body, whereof Chriſt is the Head, 
what can ſpeak a cloſer union than commemberſhip ? 
No man ever hated his own fleſh, but nouriſheth and 


_ cheriſheth it. But we do not feel the power of this one- 


neſs as we ought to do. We are many, and where there 
is diviſion, there will be diſſenſion: that we may there- 
fore be more one, let us be more in putting off our ſelf, 
and going into Chriſt. Here let us look into the loath- 
ſomneſs of our Natures whilſt off from God, which is the 
cauſe of all this confuſion ; and if we cannot ſee its de- 
formity, in its ſelf, let us ſee it in reflection in its bitter 
effects; and when we ſee our own deformity, we ſhall 
ſee leſs cauſe to love our ſelves, and more cauſe to love 
others, than Chriſt had to love us. Let us look upon 
our oneneſs in Chriſt, and ſee if we can thence become 
one in affections. Chriſt ſaith, I and the Children which 
thou haſt given me; we have one ſpiritual Father, we are 
Brethren, let us love as Brethren. The cauſe of this 
union is our being made partakers of Chriſt's nature, 
and baptizedinto the ſame ſpirit with him: and if we have 
at any time experienced the more lively and full incomes 
of this ſpirit of Chriſt, how did it ſet the heart on fire! 
The ſoul is then too narrow to contain its own. affecti- 
ons, how dearly then could we look upon a Saint ! -How 
did pride and wrath vaniſh, and melt down into meek- 
neſs, humility, and love! Did we never experience what 
this meaneth ! Then let the remembrance of the ſweet- 


neſs of it renew it in us. O, a life of ſpiritual love is a 
life indeed, a Heaven upon Earth! This is a good Rule; 


when we find our ſelves in a ſpiritual temper, let us ex- 
amine our ſelves then, and enquire how we like ſuch a 
frame: let us remember the voice of the ſpirit in us, and 
labour to have our judgment and affections always after 
ſo ballan cem. | 


.* Fourthly, Are we Members of Chriſt, we do not ſay, we do 
not love Chriſt. If we do indeed love Chriſt, let us love him 


wherever we find him. Chriſt is inall thoſe thatare his. Let 
us fear offending Chriſt in his, for what is done to them, 
he will take as done to himſelf. It will be ſaid in that great 
day, In as much as ye did unto theſe, ye did it unto me, Let us 
think what we will of it at preſent, the world will find 
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this true to their coſt. And if we a& as in Chriſt, we 
ſhall find our ſelves as much concern'd for him, as for 
our ſelves, and more too. Oh the wrongs that are done 

to him, we ſhall reckon done to us. If we are Chriſt's, 
Chriſt's intereſt will be ours, and his injuries ours. If we 

are Chriſt's, we will be as fearful of offending any of his, 


as of wronging of our ſelves. Chriſt himſelf is above the 


reach of our wrongs, to be touched by them in himfelf ; 
but in his Membess he ſuffers to this very day. If then 


Chriſt and we are one, and Chrift and all his are one ; let 


us love Chriſt in his, let us rejoice in Chriſt in his Mem- 
bers, let us endeavour to requite Chriſt in his Members : 
let us fear grieving the Spirit of Chriſt, in grieving the 
ſpirits of any of his dear ones. Wound not Chriſt in 
wounding the heart of his beloved. O the preciouſneſs, 
pleaſure, and profit of his love, I beg of God to give you 
a full enjoyment of that ſweetneſs and the joyful fruits of 
it, the Lord refreſh you with a quick and conſtant ſenſe 
and fight of his eternal love towards your ſoul ; to which 
the afiurance of true Chriſtian love by the effectual work 
of the Comforter may bring you. By this we knoaw that 
we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe aue love the Brethren, 
If it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to give me leave to fee you a- 
gain, I ſhall come with ſtrong expectations, and earneſt 
defires of ſeeing a ſweet alteration for the better in you, 


in your deportment and carriage towards one that did 


deſerve better at your hands. And what an effect hope 
of this nature fruſtrated, will produce, I beſecch you to 
judge: I gray God fill you with peace and joy. My hands 
is weary with writing, but my mind till runs for in deſires 
and prayers for you, I hope the Lord will take away all 
cauſe of writing any more of this fubje& unto you. Your 
Letter gave me hopes a good beginning : I beſeech the 
Lord to carry on what he hath begun to the glory of his 
goodneſs, that I may at every ſight of you ſee more of the 
Image of Chriſt in you, and more of the power and beauty 
of this grace of love, and that I may find you drawn near- 
er to Heaven, and ſee you with Chriſt in Heaven when 


i 
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time ſhall be no more, I leave you in the arms of love. 
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By all this you may eaſily perceive: what fpirit acted 


him, and how much he was troubled for any diviſions. 
amongſt the people of God. Indeed he was of loving. 
and lovely a diſpotion, that he even commanded the at- 
fections of moſt that knew him; and ſo humble he was, 
that he was aſhamed to be loved for his own ſake, 
I can never forget a ſtrange expreſſion that I have heard 
from him, concerning one who had a very ardent love for 
him. I know this (faith he) that. I love no lowe, but what is. 
purely for Chriſ's ſake, would Chriſt might have all the love, 
he alone deſerves it : for my part, I am afraid and aſhamed of 
the love and reſpects of Chriſtians. He ſaw fo much pride, 
peeviſhneſs, and diviſion amongſt Profeſſors, that it did 
not a little vex his righteous ſoul, and made him think. 
long to be in a ſweeter Air, where there ſhould be no- 
thing but union, joy, and love. He could not endure 
to hear Chriſtians ſpeak reproachfully one of another, 
becauſe they were of different judgments and perſuaſi- 
ons. There where he ſaw moſt holineſs, humility, and 
love, there he let out moſt of his affections. And he was 
of that holy man's mind, that it were pity, that the very 
name of diviſion were not buried, and that the time would 
come that we might all dearly pay for our unbrotherly, 


nay, unchriſtian animoſities. | 
CAT. XVI. Au Account of the latter part of his Lift.. 
F OR the latter part of his Life, he lived like a man- 


that was quite weary of the World, and that looked 
upon himſelf as a ſtranger here, and that lived in the 
conſtant ſight of a better World: He plainly. declared 


himſelf but a Pilgrim, that looked for a better Country, 
a City that had Foundations, whoſe builder and Maker 
was God. His habit, his language, his deportment, all. 
ſpoke him one of another World. His Meditations, were 
o intenſe, long, and frequent, that they ripened him a- 
ace for Heaven, but ſome what weakened his body. 
ew Chriſtians attain to ſach a holy contempt of the 
World, and to ſach clear, believing, joyful; conſtant ap- 
1— of the tranſcendent glories of the unſeen 
orld, 


He made it his whole buſinefs to keep up ſenſible com- 


munion with God, and to grow into a humble — 
; Il 
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rity with God, and to maintain it. And if by reaſon of 
company, or any neceſſary diverſions, this was in any 
meaſure interrupted, he would complain like one out of 
his Element, till his ſpirit was recovered into a delightful 
more unmixed, free intercourſe with God. He was ne- 
yer ſo well ſatisfied, as when he was more immediately 
ingaged in what brought him nearer to God; and by 
this Je enjoyed thoſe comforts frequently, which other. 
Chriſtians rarely meet with. His graces and experiences 
toward his end grew to aſtoniſhment. His faith got up 
to a full aſſurance ; his deſires into a kind of enjoyment 
and delight. He was oft brought into the Banqueting 
Houſe, and there Chriſt's Banner over him was love; 
and he ſat down under his ſhadow with great delight, 
and his fruit was pleaſant unto his taſte. His eyes be- 
held the King in his beauty, and while he fat at his 
Table, his ſpikenard did ſend forth its pleaſant ſmell : 
He had frequent Viſions of Glory, and this 70% lay in 
the boſom of his Maſter and was ſure a very beloved 
Diſciple, and highly favoured. His Lord oft called him 
up to the Mount to him, and let him ſee his excellent 
glory. O the fweet foretaſtes, that he had of thoſe 
pleaſures, that are at the right hand of God ! How oft 
was he feaſted with the feaſt of fat things, thoſe Wines 
on the lees well refined ? and ſometimes he was like a 
Giant refreſhed with new Wine, rejoicing to run the 
Tace that was ſef before him, whether of doing or of ſuf- 
fering. He was even ſick of love, and he could ſay to 
the poor unexperienced World, O tafte and ſee! and to 
Chriſtians, Come and I will tell you what God hath done for 
my foul. O what do Chriſtians mean that they do 110 
more get their ſenſes ſpiritually exerciſed ? Oh why 
do they not make Religion the very buſineſs of their 
lives? Oh why is the Soul, Chriſt and Glory thus de- 
ſpiſed ? Is there nothing in communion with God? are 
all thoſe comforts of Chriſtians, that follow hard after 
him worth nothing? Is it not worth the while to make 
ones Calling and Fleftion ſure? O why do men and 
women jeſt-and dally in the great matter of Eternity ? 
Little do people think, what they ſlight, when they are 
- ſeldom and formal in ſecret duties, and when they ne- 
glect that great duty of Meditation, which I have 8 | 
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rich mercy found ſo ſweet and refreſhing : O what do 
Chriſtians mean, that they keep at ſuch diſtance'from a 
Chriſt ? Did they but know the thouſandth part of that 
ſweetneſs that is in him, they could not chooſe but fol- 
low him hard; they would run, and not be weary; and 
walk, and not be Oo 105 <boD-208 -. 
He could ſenſibly and experimentally commend the: 
ways of God to the poor experienced world, and ſay; 
His ways are pleaſanineſs; and juſtify Wiſdom, and ſay, - 
her paths were peace. He could take off thoſe aſperſions, 
which the Devil, and the Atheiſtical frantick ſorts do 
caſt upon Godlineſs in the power of it. Here is one, 
that could challenge all the Atheiſts in the world to diſ · 
pute; here is one could bring ſenſible demonſtrations 
to prove a Deity, and the reality and excellency of invi- 
ſibles; which theſe ignorant fools and mad-men make 
the ſubject of their ſcorn: here is one that would not 
change delights with the greateſt Epicures living, and 
vie pleaſure, with all the ſenſual rich Gallants of the 
World. Which of them all could in the midſt of all 
their jollity ſay, This it the pleaſure, that hall laſt for cer? 
Which of them can ſay among their Cups and Whores, 
I can now look Death in the face ; and, this very moment 1 can 
be content, yea glad, to leave theſe delights, as knowing Lai 
enjoy better. And this he could do, when he fared delici- 
ouſly in ſpiritual banquets every day : He could upon bet- 
ter reaſon than he did ſay, Soul, thou haft goods laid up for 
many years : He knew full well, that what he did here en- 
joy, was but a little to what he ſhould have ſhortly. In 
bis preſence there is fulneſs of joy; at his right hand there are 
pleaſures for ever more. Where is the Belfazzar, that 
would not quake in the midſt of his Cups, - whilſt he is 
quaffing and carouſing in Bowls of the richeſt Wine, if 
he ſhould ſee a Hand upon the Wall writing bitter things 
againſt him, telling him that his joys are at an end, and 
that this night his Soul muſt be required of him, that 
now he muſt come away, and give an account of all his 
ungodly pleaſures, before the mighty God? Where is 
the ſinner, that could be contented to hear the Lord roa- 
ring out of Zion, whilſt he is roaring inthe Tavern? Which 
of them would be glad to hear the Trumpet ſound, and 
to hear that voice, Ari/e ye dead and come to 98 
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Which of them would rejoice to ſee the Mountains qua- 


king, the Elements melting with fervent heat, and the 


Earth conſumed with flames ; and the Lord Chriſt, whom 
they deſpiſed, coming in the Clouds with millions of his 
Saints and Angels, to be avenged upon thoſe that knew 
not God, and obeyed not his Goſpel ? Is not that a bleſ- 
ſed- ſtate, when a man can liſt up his head with joy, 
when others tremble with fear, and fink with ſorrow ? 
And this was the condition of this holy young man. In 
the midſt of all worldly comforts he longed for death ; 
and the thoughts of the day of Judgement made all his 


enjoyments ſweeter. Oh how did he long for the com- 


ing of Chriſt ? whilſt ſome have been diſcourſing by him 


of that great and terrible day of the Lord, he would ſmile, . 


and humbly expreſs his delight in the fore-thought of 
that approacing hour. : 

I remember once there was a great talk that one had 
foretold that Dooms-day ſhould be upon ſuch a day : al- 
though he blamed their daring folly, that would pretend 
to know that which was hid from the Angels themſelves, 


and that'the Devil could not acquaint them with ; yet 


granting their ſuſpicion to be true, what then ſaid he? 
What it the day of Judgment were come, .as it will moſt 
certainly come ſhortly ? If I were ſure the day of Judg- 
ment were to begin within an hour, I ſhall be glad with 
all my heart. If at this very Inſtant I ſhould hear ſuch 
Thundrings and ſee ſuch Lightnings, as Yael did at 
Mount Sinai, I am perſuaded my very heart would leap 
for joy. But this I am confident of, through infinite 
mercy, that the very meditation of that day hath even 
raviſned my ſoul, and the thought of the certainty and 
nearneſs of its more refreſhings to me than the comforts 
of the whole world. Surely nothing can more revive 
my ſpirits, than to behold the bleſſed Jefus, the joy, life, 
and beauty of my ſoul. Would it not more rejoice me, 
than Jaſeph's Waggons did old Jacobs? I lately dreamed 
that the day of Judgment was come. Methought I heard 
terrible cracks of thunder, and ſaw dreadful Lightnings; 
the Foundations of the Earth did ſhake, and the Hea- 
vens were rolled together as a garment ; yea, all things 
viſible were in a flame; methought I ſaw the graves ope- 
ned, and the earth and ſea giving up their dead ; me- 
| | thought 
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thought I ſaw millions of Angels, and Chriſt coming in 
the Clouds. Methought I ' beheld the Ancient of Days 
ſitting upon his Throne, and all other Thrones caſt down. 
Methought I beheld him whoſe garments were white as 
ſnow, and the hair of his ws like pure wool : His 
Throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burn- 
ing fire; a fiery ſtream iſſued and came forth from him; 
thouſands of ten thouſands miniſterd unto him; and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſands ſtood before him ; and the 
Judgment was ſet, and the Books were opened. O but 
with what an extaſy of joy was I ſurprized! Methought 
it was the moſt heart-raiſing ſight that ever my eyes be- 
held: and then I cried out, I have wazted for thy ſalvation 


O God: and ſo I mounted into the Air, to meet my Lord 


in the Clouds. f 
This I record, only to ſhew, how far he was from beg 


daunted at the thoughts of Neath or Judgment: An 


to let other Chriſtians know what is attainable in this 
life; and what folly it is, for us to take up with ſo little 
when our Lord is pleaſed to make ſuch noble proviſion 
for us, and by a wiſe and diligent improvement of thoſe 
means which God hath offered us, we may haye an en- 
trance adminiſterd to us abundantly into the everlaſting 
Kingdom of our-Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Oh how comfortable, how honourable, and how pro- 
fitable is this ſtate! Theſe are your men that quit them- 
ſelves like Chriſtians, This it true gallantry, noble man- 


hood, real valour ; This was the condition of Mr. Jane- 


abay for about three years before he died: I will not de- 


ny but that he had ſome clouds; but, he uſually walked 


in a ſweet, even, humble ſerenity of ſpirit, and his'refreſh- 
ing joys were more conſiderable than this Deſpondings; 
and though he daily queſtioned many actions, yet did riot 
queſtion his ſtate, but had his heart fixed upon that Rock, 


that never waves nor winds could ſhake. His ſenſes 


were {till ſo ſpiritually exerciſed, as that he could look 
up to Heaven as his Country and Inheritance, and to 
God as his Father, and to Chriſt as his Redeemer; and 
(that which is ſcarce to be heard of) he counted it the 
higheſt a& of patience to be willing to live, and a very 
great pitch of ſelf denial to be contented to be in this 
world, and to dwell on this ſide a full and eternal enjoy- 


ment 
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ent of that royal glorious One, whom his ſoul was ſo 
much in love with. In a word, he had the moſt earneſt 
deſires to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, that ever I 
ſaw, read, or heard of, ſince the Apoſtles times. 


Caar. XVII. His laft Sickneſs and Death, 
5 N D now the time draws nigh, wherein his long- 


| ings ſhall be ſatisfied ; he is called to his laſt work; 
and truly, his deportment in it was honourable ; his 
carriage ſo eminently gracious, ſo meek, patient, fruit- 
ful, joyful, and thankful, that it made all his friends 
ſtand and wonder, as being abundantly above their ex- 
perience and reading ; and thoſe Chriſtians that ſaw 
him, could not but admire God in him, and look upon 
him as one of the moſt ſingular inſtances of rich Grace, 
and even bleſs God, that their eyes ever ſaw, or their 
ears ever heard ſuch things; and had ſuch a ſenſible de- 
monſtration of the reality of Inviſibles. 
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He falls into a deep Conſumption. 


His body is now ſhaken again, and he falls into, a 
deep conſumption ; but, this Meſſenger of God did not 
in the leaſt damp him. Spitting of blood was no ghaſtly 
thing to one that had his eye upon the blood of Jeſus ; 
faint ſweats did not daunt him that had always ſuch re- 
viving Cordials at hand. It's matter of Joy to him, that 
he was now in ſome hopes of having his earneſt deſires 
ſatisfied. | 
Alfter he had been a while ſick, a ſudden dimneſs ſei- 
zed upon his eyes: By and by his ſight quite failed; 
_ and there was ſuch a viſible alteration. in him, that he 
and others judged theſe things to be the ſymptoms of 
death approaching. But when he was thus taken, he 
was not in the leaſt ſurprized ; but was lifted up with 
joy to think what a Life he was going to, looking upon 
death it ſelf. as one of his Father's Servants, and his 
Friends, that was ſent as a Meſſenger to conduct him 
ſafely to his gl rious Palace. | 115 
When he felt his Body ready to faint, he called to his 
you 
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you be not troubled ; for, I am, through merty, quite above, 
the fears of death; it's no great matter, 1 have nothing mu- 
bles me but the apprehenſions of your grief. I am going to Him, 
whom ¶ love above life. | ; 07775 3 2570/1135 8 
But it pleaſed the Lord to raiſe him again a little out 
of his fainting fit, for his Maſter had yet more work for 
him to do before he muſt receive his Wages, Although 
his outward man decayed apace, yet he is renewed in 
the inward man day by day: His graces were never more 
active, and his experiencies were never greater. When 
one would have thought, he ſhould have been taken up 
with his diſtemper, and that it had been enough for him 
to grapple with his pains, then he quite forgets hisweak- 
neſs ; and is ſo ſwallowed up of the life to come, that he 
had ſcarce leiſure to think of his ſickneſs. kant 
For ſeveral weeks together, I never heard the leaſt 
word, that ſavoured of any complaint of wearinefs under 
the hand of God, except his eager deſire to be with Chriſt 
be counted complaining, and his haſte to be in Heaven, 
be called impatience. Now's the time when one might 
have ſeen Heaven and the Glory of another World rea- 
lized to ſenſe. His Faith grew exceedingly, and his 
_ was proportionable, and his Joys were equal to 
oth. Fenn 1 TO 1 
Oh the rare attainments! The high and divine ex- 
preſſions, that dropped from his mouth! I have not 
words to expreſs, what a ſtrange, triumphant, angelical 
frame, he was in, for ſome conſiderable time together. 
It was a very Heaven upon Earth, to ſee and hear a man 
admiring God at ſuch a rate, as I never heard any, nor 
ever expect to hear or ſee more, till I come to Heaven. 
Thoſe that did not ſee, cannot well conceive, what a 
ſweet frame he was in, for at leaſt ſix weeks before he 
died. His ſoul was almoſt always filled with thoſe joys 
unſpeakable and full of glory. How oft would he cry 
out; Oh, that I could but let you know what I now feel ! 
Oh, that I could ſhrew you what I ſee! Oh, that I could ex · 


preſs the thouſandth part 4 that ſaveetneſt that I now find in 


Chriſt! You would all then think it \ well worth tht cubile to 
make it your buſineſs to be religious. Oh my dear Friends, 
we little think what a Chriſt is worth upon a death-bed. 
I would not for a world, nay, for millions of RE 
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be now without a Chriſt and a Pardon. I would not for 
a world be to live any longer: the very thoughts of a 


_ Poſſibility of recovery, makes me even tremble. 


When one came to viſit him, and told him, that he ho- 
pou it might pleaſe God to raiſe him again, and that he 
ad ſeen many a weaker man reſtored to health, and that 
lived many a good year after: And do you think to pleaſe 
me (ſaid he) by ſuch diſcourſe as this? No, Friend, you are 
much miſtaken in me, if you thinh that the thoughts of 
life, and health, and the world, are pleaſing to me“ The 
world hath quite loſt its excellency in my judgment. Oh 
how poor and contemptible a thing is it in all its glory, 


compared with the glory of that inviſible world, which I 


now. live in the ſight of ! And as for life, Chriſt is my life, 
health, and ſtrength; and I know, I ſhall have another 


kind of life, when I leave this. I tell you it would in- 


comparably more pleaſe me, if you ſhould ſay tome, (You 
are no man of this world; you cannot poſſibly hold out 
long; before to morrow you will be in eternity) I tell 
you, I do ſo long to be with Chaiſt, that I could be con- 
tented to be cut in pieces, and to be put to the moſt 
exquiſite torments, ſo 1 might but die, and be with Chriſt. 
Oh, how ſweet is Jeſus! Come Lord Jeſus come quickly, 
Death, do thy worſt! Death hath loſt its terribleneſs. 
Death, it is nothing. I ſay, Death is nothing (through 
grace] to me. I can as eaſily die as ſhut my eyes, or turn 
my head and ſleep; I long to be with Chriſt ; I long to die; 
That was ſtill his note. | 

His Mother and Brethren ſtanding by him, he ſaid; - 
* Dear Mother, I beſeech you earneſtly as ever Ideſired any 
thing of you in my life, that you would chearfully give 
me up to Chriſt ; I beſeech you do not hinder me, now I 
am going to reſt and glory. Iam afraid of your prayers, 
left they pull one way, and mine another.” 

And then turning to his Brethren, he ſpeak thus to them, 
I charge you all, do not pray for my life any more; you 
do me wrong, if you do. Oh that glory, the unſpeakable 
glory that Ibehold! My heart is full, mybeart is full. Chriſt 
ſmiles, and I cannot chuſe but ſmile; Can you find in 
your heart to ſtop me, who am now going to the com- 
pleat and eternal enjoyment of Chriſt ? Would you keep 
me from my Crown? The arms of my bleſſed Saviour 

are 
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are open to embrace me; the Angels ſtand ready to car- 


ry my ſoul into his boſom. Oh, did you but fee what I 
ſee, you would all cry out with me, how long, dear Lord : 
Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly! Oh, why are his Cha- 
riot-wheels ſo long a coming? 

And all this while he lay like a triumphing Conqueror, 
ſmiling and rejoicing in ſpirit. : 

There was never a day towards his end but (as weak 
as he was) he did ſome ſpecial piece of ſervice in, for his 
great Maſter. - Yea, almoſt every hour did produce freſh 
wonders, 2 

A Reverend, Judicious, and Holy Miniſter came often 
to viſit him, and diſcourſed with him of the excellency of 
Chriſt, and the Glory of the inviſible World. Sir, ſaid 
he, I feel ſomething of it; my heart is as full as it can hold in 
this lower flate ; I can hold no more here, Oh that I could but 
let you know what T feel? tt of 

This Holy Miniſter praying with him his foul was ra- 
viſhed with the abundantincomes of light, life, and love; 
fo that he could ſcarce bear it, nor the thoughts of ſtay- 
ing any longer in the world, but longed to be in ſuch a 
condition, wherein he ſhould have yet more grace, and 
more comfort, and be better able to bear that weight of 
glory; ſome manifeſtations whereof did even almoſt fink 
his weak body, and had he not been ſuſtained by a great 
power, his very joys would have over-whelmed him, and 
whilſt he was in theſe extaſies of joy and love, he was 
wont to cry out. : $558 

„Who am I, Lord, who am I, that thou ſhouldſt be 
mindful of me? Why me, Lord, why me, and paſs by 
thouſands, and look upon ſuch a Wretch as me? Oh, 
what ſhall I ſay unto thee, Oh thou perſerver of men ? 
Oh why me Lord, why mo? Oh bleſſed, and for eyer 
bleſſed, be free Grace ! how is it, Lord, that thou ſhouldſt 
manifeſt thy ſelf unto me, and not unto others, even 
ſo Father, becauſe it ſeemeth good in thy eyes, thon 
wilt have mercy becauſe thou wilt have mercy, And if 


thou wilt look upon ſuch a poor Worm, who can hinder ! 


who would not love thee ! O bleſſed Father? Oh how 
ſweet and gracious haſt thou been unto me! Oh that 
he ſhould have me in thoughts of love, before the foun- 
dations of the world.” | * 
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And thus he went on, admiring and adoring of God, 
in a more high and heavenly manner than I can cloath 
with words. Suppoſe what you can on this ſide Heaven, 
and I am perſuaded you might have ſeen it in him, He 
was wonderfully taken with the goodneſs of God to him 
in ſending that aged experienced, Miniſter to help him 
in his laſt great work upon Earth. Who am I, /aid 
he, that God ſhould ſend to me a meſſenger one among 
a thouſand ?*? (meaning that Miniſter who had been 
praying with him with tears of joy.) : | 
Though he was towards his end, commonly in a tri- 
umphant joyful frame; yet ſometimes, even he had ſome 
ſmall interceſſions in which he would cry out, Hold out 
Faith and Patience; yet a little while and your work is done. 
And when he found not his heart wound up to the high- 
eſt FD of thankfulneſs, admiration and love; he would 
with great ſorrow bemoan himſelf, and cry out in this 
r ²˙ bocoemmand 

« And what's the matter now, O my ſol. what wilt 
thou, canſt thou thus unworthily ſlight this admirable 
and aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion of God to thee ? Seems 
it a ſmall matter, that the great Jehovah ſhould deal 
thus familiarily with this Worm ;-and wilt thou paſs this 
over as a common mercy ? What meaneſt thou, O my 
ſoul, that thou doſt not conſtantly adore and praiſe this 
rare, ſtrong, and unſpeakable Love! It is true, Oh 
my ſoul, doth God deal familiarly with man, and are 
his humble, zealous, and conſtant love, praiſe, and ſer- 
vice too good for God ? Why art not thou, Oh my ſoul, 
ſwallowed up every moment with this free, unparallel'd 
everlaſting Love.” | l en 

And then he breaks out again into another triumph- 
ant extaſy of Praiſe and joy, and expreſſed a little of that 
which was unexpreſſible in ſome ſuch. words as theſe: 

« Stand aſtoniſhed ye Heaven, and wonder Oh ye 
Angels, at this infinite Grace! Was ever any under 
Heaven more beholding to free Grace than I? Doth 
God uſe to do thus with his Creatures? Admire him 
for ever and ever, Oh ye redeemed ones; O thoſe Joys, 
the taſte of which I have! The everlaſting Joys, which 
are at. his right hand for ever-more ! Eternity, Eternity 
itſelf is too mort to praiſe this God in. O We 0 
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Lord with me, come let us ſhout for joy, and boaſt in 
the God of our Salvation. Oh, help me to praiſe the 
Lord, for his mercy endureth for ever.” | 

One of his Brethien (that had formerly been wrought 
upon by his holy exhortations and example) praying 
with him, and ſeeing him (as he apprehended) near his 
Diffolution, deſired, that the Lord would be pleafed to 
continue thoſe 1 ſoul-ſupporting comforts 
to the laſt moment of his breath, and that he might 
go from one Heaven to another, from grace and joy im- 
perfect, to perfect grace and glory; and when his work 
was done here, give him, if it were his will, the moſt 
eaſy and triumphant paſſage to reſt; and that he might 
have an abundant entrance adminiſtered into the ever- 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

At the end of the Duty, he burſt out into a wonder- 
ful Paſſiongzof Joy. (Sure that was joy unſpeakable and 
full of 'glogg!.) Oh what an Amen did he ſpeak, - Amen, 
Amen, Amen, Hallelujah. | by 

It would have made any Chriſtians heart to leap, to 
have ſeen and heard, what ſome ſaw and heard at that 
time ; and I queſtion not, but that it will ſomewhat af- 
fect them to hear and read it; tho? it be ſcarce poſſible 
to ſpeak the half of what was admirable in him: For, 
it being ſo much beyond precedent, it did even aſtoniſh 
and amaze thoſe of us that were about him, that our 
Relation muſt fall hugely ſhort of what was real. 

I verily believe that it exceeds the higheſt Rhetoric, 
to ſet out to the life, what this heavenly creature did then 
deliver. I fay again, I want words to ſpeak, and ſo did 
he; for he ſaw things unutterable : But yet, fo much he 
ſpake as juſtly drew the admiration of all that faw-him ; 
and I heard an old experienced Chriſtian and Miniſter 


ſay it again and again, That He never Jaw, nor ad, nor 


beard the lite. Neither could we ever expe to fee the 
glories of Heaven more demonſtrated to ſenſe, in this 
world. He talked as if he had been in the third Heaven, 


and broke out in ſuch words as theſe : | 


Oh, He is come! He is come! Oh how ſweet! 


How glorious is the Bleſſed Jeſus! How ſhall I do to 


"ſpeak the thouſandth part of his Praiſes ! . Oh for words, 
to ſet out a little of that Excellency !- But it is ine 
1 H 3 preiiti-ic ! 
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preſſible! Oh how excellent, glorious, and lovely is the 
precious Jeſus! He is ſweet, He is [altogether lovely. 
And now I am ſick of Love, he hath raviſhed my ſoul 
with beauty. I ſhall die ſick of Love. Ty T8. 
«« Oh my friends, ſtand by and wonder, come look upon 
a dying man, and wonder ; I cannot my ſelf but ſtand 
and wonder ! Was there ever a greater kindneſs? Was 
there ever ſenſibler manifeſtations of Rich Grace? Oh 
why me! Lord, why me? Sure this is a-kin to Hea- 
ven, and if I were never to enjoy any more than this, 
it were well worth all the torments that Men and Devils 
could invent, to come thorough even a Hell to ſuch tran- 
ſcendent joys as theſe. If this be dying, dying is ſweet: 
Let no true Chriſtians ever be afraid of dying. O Death 
is ſweet to me. This Bed is ſoft. Chriſt's Arms and 
Kiſſes, his Smiles and Viſits, ſure they would turn Hell 
into Heaven. Oh that you did but ſee * 1 
do! Come and behold a dying man more ghearful than. 
ever you ſaw any healthful man in the midſt of his 
ſweeteſt enjoyments. Oh Sirs, worldly pleaſures are pi- 
tiful, poor, ſorry things, compared with one glimpſe of 
this glory, which ſhines in fo ſtrongly into my Soul ! 
Oh why ſhould any of you be ſo ſad, when I am fo glad! 
This, this is the hour that LF havewaited for.“ 
About eight and forty hours before his death, his eyes 
were dim and his fight much failed; his Jaws ſhook and. - 
trembled, and his feet were cold, and all the ſymptons of 
Death were upon him, and his extream parts were alrea- 
dy almoſt dead and ſenſeleſs, and yet, even then, his joys 
were (if poſſible) greater ſtill : He had ſo many fits of Joy 
unſpeakable, that he ſeemed to be in one continued act 
of Seraphic Love and Praiſe. He ſpake like one that was 
juſt entring into the Gates of the New Jeruſalem the 
greateſt part of him was now in Heaven; not a word dropt 
Tom his mouth but it breathed Chriſt and Heaven. Oh 
what encouragements did he give to them which did ſtand 
by, to follow hard after God, and to follow Chriſt in an 
humble, believing, zealous courſe of life, and adding one 
degree of grace to another, and uſing all dilligence to 
make their Calling and Election ſure; and that then, 
they alſo ſhould find that they ſhould have a glorious paſ- 
ſage into a hleſſed Eternity, e 


But 
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But moſt of his work was Praiſe; an hundred times ad- 


miring of the bottomleſs Love of God to him. Oh, why 


me Lord, Oh, why me! And then he would. give Inſtruc- 
tions to them that came to ſee him. He was ſcarce ever 
ſilent, becauſe the Love of Chriſt and Souls did conſtrain 
him. There was ſo much work done for Chriſt in his laſt 
hours, that I am ready to think, he did as much i in au 

hour as ſome doin a year. 5 

Every particular perſon had a faithful affeRionate war- 
ning. And that good Miniſter, that was ſo much with 
him, uſed this as an argument to perſuade him to be wil- 
ling to live a little longer, and to be patient to tarry 
God's leiſure ;' ſure God hath ſomething for thee to do 
that is yet undone; ſome word of Exhortation. to ſome 
poor ſoul, that you have forgot. 

Tbe truth of it is, he was filled with the "4 af Chriſt, | 

that he could ſcarce bear abſence: from him a moment. 
He knew that he ſhould be capable of bearing of greater 
: Glory above, than he could here. It was the een 
of ſome that were with him, that his heart was not only 
habitually, but actually ſet on God all the day long; and 
nothing of dun in frailty, that could be thought a ſin, 
did appear for ſome time, except it were his paſſionate 
deſire to die, and difficulty to bring himſelf to be willing 
to ſtay below Heaven. 
Hie was wont every evening to take his leave of his 
friends, hoping not to ſee them, till the Morning of the 
Reſurrection; and he deſtred that they would be ſure to 
make ſure of a comfortable N at our Fa ther's Houſe 
in that other world. 

I cannot relate the twentieth of that which deſfes- 

ved to be written in Letters of Gold: And one that was 
one of the weakeſt, ſaid, That he did very believe, that 
if we had been exact in our taking his Sentences, and 
obſerving his daily Experiences, he could not imagine a 
Book could be publiſhed of „nr uſe to the orld, 
next the Bible it ſelf. | 

One rare paſſage I cannot nie; which was this, That 
when Miniſters or Chriſtians came to him, he would beg 
of them to ſpend all the time that they had with him in 
'Praiſe. “Oh help me to praiſe God, I have now no- 


* elſe to do from this time to Eternity, but to _ 


* 


6620 
and love God: Thave what my ſoul deſires upon Earth; 


I cannot tell what to pray for, but what I have graciouſiy A 


given in. The wants that are capable of ſupplying in 

this World, are ſupplied. I want but one thing, and 
that is, A ſpeedy lift to Heaven. I expect no more here, I 
I can't deſire more, I can't hear more. Oh praiſe, praiſe, 
praiſe that infinite boundleſs Love that hath, to a won- 
der, looked upon my Soul, and done more for me than 
thouſands of his dear Children. Oh bleſs the Lord, O 
my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy Name. 
Oh help me, help me, O my Friends, to praiſe and ad- 
mire him that hath done ſuch aſtoniſhing wonders for 
my Soul; he hath pardoned all my ſins, he hath filled 
me with his goodneſs, he hath given me grace and glory, 
and no good thing hath he witheld from me. 


« Come, help me with praiſes, all's too little; Come, 


ty Ange ls, who are ſo 


help me, Oh ye glorious and mi 
of 2 Praiſe him, 


well fkilled in this heavenly wor 


ig 


all ye Creatures upon the Earth, let every m—_— that hath 


being, help me to praiſe him. Hallelujah, Hallelujah,” 
Hallelujah: Praiſe is now my work, and I ſhall be enga- 
ged in that ſweet imployment for ever. Bring the Bible, 
turn to David's P/alms, and let us ſing a P/a/m of Praiſe : 
8 let's lift up our voice in the praiſe of the moſt 
h; Il join with you as long as my breath doth _ 

2 when I have none, T ſhall do it better.” - 

And then turning to ſome of his Friends that were 
weeping, he defired them rather to rejoice than weep 
upon his account. It may juſtly ſeem a wonder, how be 
could ſpeak ſo much as he did, when he was ſo weak ; 
but the j joy of the Lord did ſtrengthen him. 

In his icknefs, the Scriptures, that he took b de- 
light in, were the 14th, i;th, 16th and 17th of Jahn. 
The Fifty fourth of Ja. was very refreſhing alſo to him; 
he would repeat that word {wth everlaſting Mercies will I 
gather] with abundance of joy. 

He commended the ſtudy of the Promiſes to Believers, 
and defired that they would be fure to make good their 
claim to them, and then they might come to the Wells of 
Confolation, and drink thereof their fill. 

According to his deſire moſt of the time that was ſpent 
with him, was ſpent in praiſe ; and he would {till _ 
_ « ling 
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ling out, More praiſe ftill. O help me to praiſe him: I 
have now. nothing elſe to do; I have done with Prayer; 
and all other Ordinances ; I have almoſt done converſing 
with mortals. I ſhall preſently be beholding Chriſt bim- 
ſelf, that died for me, and loved me, and waſhed me in 
his blood, "Dis RO FIR 1553063271 
« I ſhall, before a few hours are over, be in Eternity, 


| ſinging the hong cf Maſes, and the Song of the Lamb. I 


ſhall preſently ſtand upon Mount Zion, with an innumera- 
ble company of Angels, and the Spirits ef the juſt made 


perfect, and Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant. 1 | 


ſhall hear the voice of much People, and be one amongſt 
them, which ſhall ſay, Hallelujah, Salvation, Glory, 
Honour, and Power unto the Lord our God ;- and again 
we ſhall ſay Hallelujah. And yet a very little while, and 
Iſhall ſing unto the Lamb, a Song of Praiſe, ſaying, Worthy 
art thou to receive Praiſe who wert ſlain, and haſt re- 
deemed us to God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, 
and Tongue, and People, and Nation, and haſt made us 
unto our God, Kings and Prieſts, and we ſhall reign with 
thee for ever and ever, YI te . 
« Methinks I ſtand, as it were, with one foot in Hea- 
ven, and the other upon Earth; methinks Thear the Me- 
lody of Heaven, and by Faith I ſee the Angels' waiting 
to carry my Soul to the Boſom of Jeſus, and I ſhall be for 
ever with the Lord in Glory, And who can chooſe but 
rejoice in all this?“ * | 8 
At ſeveral times he ſpake this Language, and repeated 
many of theſe words oſten, over and over again, with far 
reater affection than can be well worded. And I ſo- 
emnly profeſs, that what is here written is no Hyperbole, 
and that the twentieth part of what was obſervable in 
him, is not recorded; and though we cannot word-it ex- 
ally as he did, yet you have the ſubſtance, and many 
things in his own words, with little or no variation 
The day before his Death, he looked ſomewhat 
earneſtly upon his Brother James, who ſtood by him 
very ſad; of whom he judged that he was putting 
up ſome Ejaculations to God upon his account: 1 
thank thee, dear Brother, for thy Love, ſaid he, thou art 
now praying for me, and I know thou loweſt me dearly : But 
Chrift loveth me ten thouſand times more than thou doe; 98 


joy. | 


(84 ) 


and hiſs me; dane Breather, before 
cold dying Lips, he kiſſed him, and faid, 7 hall go before, 


| | and ] hope thou ſhalt follow after to Glory. 


Though he was almoſt always praiſing God, and ex- 


horting them that were about him to mind their everlaſt- 


ing concerns, and ſecure an intereſt in Chriſt; and though 
he ſlept but very little for ſome * ; yet he was not 
in the leaſt impaired in his Intellectuals, but his actions 
were all decent, and becoming a Man, and his Diſcourſe 


to a ſpiritual underſtanding, highly rational, ſolid, di- 


vine. And ſo he continued to the laſt minute of his 
breath. | | 


A few hours before his death, he called all his Relati- 


ons and Brethren together, that he might give them one 
ſolemn warning more; and bleſs them, and pray torthem, 
as his breath and ſtrength would give him leave : Which 
he did with abundance of Authority, Affection, and Spi- 
rituality : Which take briefly as follows. £5 
Firſt, He thanked his dear Mother for her tender Love 
to him, and defired that ſhe might be in travail to ſet 
Chriſt formed in the Souls of the reſt of her Children, 
and ſee of the travail of her Soul, and meet them with 
joy in that great Day, | NN TOE Es 
Then he charged all his Brethren and Siſters in general, 
as they would anſwer ĩt before God, that they-thould.car- 
ry it dutiful: to their dear Mother. As for his eldeſt Bro- 
ther Villiam, (at whoſe Houſe he lay ſick) his Prayer was, 
that he might be ſwallowed up of Chriſt, and Love to 
Souls; and be more and more exemplary in his Life, 
and ſucceſsful in his Miniſtry, and finiſh his Courſe with 


The next Brother's name was Andrew, a Citizen of 
London, who was with him, and faw him in this triumph- 
ing ſtate ; but (his neceſſary buſmeſs calling him away) 
he could not then be by ; yet, he was not forgot, but he 
was thus bleſſed, The God of Heawen remember my poor Bro- 
ther at London : The Lord make him truly rich in giving him 
the Pearl of great price, and making him a Fellow-Citizen with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God; the Lord deliver him 


Fron the fins of that City ; may the world be hept out of his 
heart, and Chrift dwell there. O that he may be as Lo 


is, a firong man, and that I may meet him with joy! _ 
| Then 


I die. And ſo with his 
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Then he called his next Brother, whoſe name was 


Fames (whom he hoped God had made him a {piritual 
Father to) to whom he thus addreſſed himſelf; Brother 
» the 


James, I hope the Lord bath given thee a godly heritage 
lines are fallen to thee in pleaſant places; the Lord is thy Por- 
tion. T bope the Lord bath ſhewed thee the worth of a Chaift.. 
Hold on dear Brother ; Chriſt, Heaven, -and Glory, are 
worth ſtriving for; the Lord give thee more abundance 
of his Grace. | hs 


* 


Then his next Brother Abraham was called, to whom he | 


ſpake to this purpoſe, The b of the God of Abraham 


reſt apon thee, the Lord make thee a Father of many Spiritual 


Children. 


His #/4*Brother was Jo/eph, whom he bleſſed in this 
manner, Let him bleſi thee, Oh Joſeph, that blefſed him that 


awas ſeperated from his Brethren. Oh that his everlaſting Arms 
may tale hold on thee ! It is enough, if yet thou mayeſt live in 


his fight. My heart hath been working towards thee, poor Jo- 
ſeph; and I am not without hopes, that the Arms of the Al. 
mighty will embrace thee. The Cod if thy Father bli/s thee 


with the bleſſing of Heaven above. 


* „ 


The next was his Siſter Mary, to whom he ſpake thus, 5 


Poor Siſter Mary, thy Body is weak, and thy days will be filled 
wwith bitterneſs ; thy name is Marah ; the Lord ſweeten all 


with his Grace aud Peace, and give thee health in thy Soul.. 


Be patient, make ſure of Chrift, and all is auell. | 
Then his other Sitter, whoſe name was Sarah, was cal- 
led; whom he thus bleſſed, Siſfer Sarah, thy Body is ſtrong 
and healthful ; Oh that thy Soul may be Jo too! The Lord 
make thee firſt a wiſe Virgin, and then a Mother in Iſrael ; a 
pattern of Modeſty, Humility, and Holineſs. EE 
Then another Brother, Jacob, was' called, whom he 
bleſſed after this manner; The Lord make thee an Iſraelite 


indeed, in whom there is no guile ! Oh that thou mayeſt learn 


to wreſtle avith God, and like a Prince, mayeft prevail, and not 
g0 without the Bleſſing. ; Xa | 

Then he prayed tor his youngeſt Brother Benjamin, who 
was then but an Infant; Poor little Benjamin, O+ that the 
Father of the Fatherleſi, would take care of thee poor Child, 
that thou, aubich never ſaweſft thy Father upon Earth, maze/? ſee 
him with joy in Heaven; The Lord be thy Father, and Portion z 
mayeſt thou prove the Seu of thy Mother's right hand, and the 
Joy of her Age. ; ” «« Oh 
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* Oh that none of us all may be found amongſt the 
unconverted in the Day of Judgment! Oh that every one 
of us may appear (with our honoured Father and Dear 
Mother) before Chriſt with joy, that they may ſay, Lord 
here are we, and the Children which thou haſt graciouſly 

iven us. Oh that we_may live to God here, and live 
with him hereafter. | WERE 

And now, my dear Mother, Brethren, and Siſters, 
Farewel ; I leave you for a while, and I commend you to 
God, and to the Word of his Grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an Inheritance among all 
them that are ſanctiſie l, 

« And now, dear Lord, my work is done. I have fi- 
niſhed my Courſe, I have fought the good Fight; and 
henceforth there remaineth for me a Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs! Now come dear Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” 

Then that Godly Miniſter came to give him his laſt 
viſit, and to do the office of an inferior Angel, to help to 
convey his bleſſed Soul to glory, who was now upon Mount 

- Piſeah, and had a full ſight of that godly Land at a little 
diſtance. When this Miniſter ſpake to bim, his heart was 
in a mighty flame of Love and Joy, which drew tears of 
Joy from that precious Miniſter, being almoſt amazed to 
hear a Man juſt a dying, talk as if he had been with 7 ? 
and came from the immediate preſence of God : Oh the 
Smiles that were then in his Face, and the unſpeakable 
Joy that was in Heart! one might have read Grace, and 
Glory, in ſuch a Man's countenance. Oh the praiſe, the 
triumphant praiſes, that he put up! and every one muſt 
ſpeak praiſe about him, or elſe they did make ſome jar in 
his Harmony. 185 | * | ; 

And indeed moſt did, as well as they could, help him in 
Praiſe, So that I never heard, nor knew more praiſe - 

given to God in no place, than in this Chamber. | 

- Allttle before he died, in the Prayer of other Praiſes, 

be was ſo wiapped up with admiration and joy, that he 

could ſcarce forbear ſhouting for joy. In the concluſion 

of the Duty, with abundance of Faith, and Feryency, he 

ſaid aloud, Amen, Amen. FS. vu 

And now his deſires ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied; He ſeeth 

Death coming apace todo his Office, his Jaws arelooſened 

more and more, And ꝗguiyer greatly; his Hands and Feet 
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are as cold as elay, and a cold ſweat i is upon him: Wr 
Oh how glad was he when he felt his ſpirit juſt a going 
Never was Death more welcome to any mortal, I think. 
Tho' the pangs of Death were ſtrong, yet, that far more 
exceeding — eternal weight of Glory made him indure 
thoſe bitter Pains-with much Patience and Courage. In 
the extremity of his Pains, he deſired his eldeſt Brother to 
lay him a little lower, and to take away one Pillow from 
him, that he might die with the more eaſe: His Brother 
replied, that he durſt not for a world, do any thing that 
might haſten bis death a moment. Then he was well = 
tisfied, and did ſweetly reſign himſelf up wholly to Go 

diſpoſal : And after a few minutes, with a ſudden mot! 


gathering up all his ſtrength, he gave himſelf a little turn . 


on one ſide; and in the twinkling of an eye, departed to 


the Lord, ſleeping i in Ze/us. 


Now bleſſed Soul, thy Longings are ſatisfied, thou ſeeſt 
and feeleſt a thouſand times more than thou didſt upon 
Earth, and yet thou canſt bear it with delight; thou art 
now welcomed to thy Father's Houſe by Chriſt, the belo- 
ved of thy Soul: Now thou haſt heard him ſay, Come, 
thou Bleiſed of my Father; and, Well done good and 
faithful Servant, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord, and 


wear that Crown which was OO? for thee, before the 


mg of the World. 


Oh that all the Relations which thou haſt left behind 
thee, may live thy Life, and die thy Death, and live with 
Chriſt, and thee, ue ever and ever, Amen, Lan. + | 


He died June 1657, Aged bewteen 23 and 24. 
Years of Age, and was Buried in Kilſh all Church 
in Hartfordſhire. 
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| The LIFE of the Revd. - 
Mr. James Hervey, 


Author of the Meditations among the Tt ombs, &c. 


rx Rev. Mr. James Heroey was born on Friday 


2 the 26th of February, 1713-14, at Harding ftone,' a 
country village, one mile from Nothampton; his father be- 
ing then Miniſter of the pariſh of Collingtree, within two 
miles of Harding ſtone. His mother taught him to read. 
When he yas ſeven years of age he was ſent as a day- 


ſcholar to the free-grammar-ſchool at Northampton, where 


He learned Latin and Greek ; but his progreſs was retar- 
ded by his ſchool-maſter, who would not ſuffer any ſcho- 
lar to learn faſter than his own ſon. At ſchool he ſhewed a 
remarkable dexterity at all the innocent games uſual a- 
mong children. At the age of ſeventeen he was entered 


of Lincoln College, Oxford, under Mr. Hutchins, now Rec- | 


tor oi that college. The firſt two or three years he gave 


little application to his ſtudies; but in 1733, contracting 


an acquaintance with ſome perſons, who began to be 


diſtinguiſhed by their ſerious impreſſions of Religion, he 


became more attached both to piety and 8 He 
made himſelf maſter of KeiPs Anatomy, Derbam's Phyſico- 
Theology and Aſtro-Theology, and Spectacle de la Nature; 
which laſt he read with peculiar ſatis faction; nor was he 
leſs delighted by Spence's Eſay on Pope's Odyſſey ; to which 


he often acknowledged that he owed more of his im- 


provement, in ſtyle and compoſition, than to any other. 

Whilſt he was at Lincoln- College he had a ſmall exhi- 
bition of about 2ol. a year; and when he was ordained, 
his father preſt him very much to take ſome Curacy, in 
or near Oxford, and to hold his exhibition ; but this he 
would by no means comply with, thinking it an unjuſ- 


© tice to detain it, after he was in Orders, from another 
perſon, who. might more want the benefit of that pro- 


viſion, He was determined againſt being a can” 
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and notwithdtanding his father kept him at Oxford with 
a deſign that he ſhould take his degree of Maſter of Arts 
and conſtantly, urged him to do it, yet he could not be 
perſuaded to yield to ſuch a requeſt, though he was of a 
ſufficient ſtanding ; looking upon that ſtep as a qualifi- 
cation intended for his future holding both his father's 
livings. He took only the degree of Batchelor of Arts 
at Oxford. F E 


When he left that place, in 1736, he went to his fa- 


ther, and was his Curate : and afterwards he came to 
London, where he ſtaid ſome time, He then was Curate 
at Dummer, where he continued about twelve months; 
and upon his leaving that. curacy, in the year 1738, he 
was invited to Stoke-Abbey, in Devonſhire, the ſeat of the 
late Paul Orchard, Eſq; who valued him very much for 
his unaffected piety. When his eldeſt ſon, the preſent Paul 


Orchard, Eſq; to whom the ſecond volume of Mr. Hans 
Meditations is dedicated, was to be baptized, he inſiſted 
that Mr. Hervey ſhould be one of his Godfathers, that 


he might have an eye to his Chriſtian education ; and 
this he did in preference to many gentlemen of large eſ- 


tates in that neighbourhood, who would have thought 


themſelves honoured to have ſtood ſponſers for Mr. Or- 
chard's ſon. [See p. 99, a Letter from Stoke-Abbey, to his 
Sifter, dated June 19, 1738, which may ſerve as a ſpecimen 


e his Letters. ] 


In the year 1740, he undertook the Curacy of Bidde- 


ford, 14 miles from Stoke- Abbey, where he lived greatly 


beloved by his people ; his congregation was large, tho? 
his ſtipend was ſmall; his friends, therefore, made a col- 
lection yearly for him, which raiſed his income to 60 l. 
per Ann. At Biddeford he was Curate about two years 
and a half, and remained fo until there was a new Rec- 
tor of that church (his Rector being dead) who diſmiſt 
Mr. Hervey from his Curacy, againſt the united requeſts 
ot his pariſhoners, who offered to maintain him at their 
own expence. During the time that he lived in the 
Weſt he planned his Meditations, and probably wrote ſome 
part of them, He ſays, in his firſt volume of Meditations, 
That it was on a ride to K:/thampron, in Cornwall, that 
he went into the church, where he lays the ſcene of his 
Meditations among the Tombs. 
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In Aug, 1743, or thereabouts, he returned from Bid. 
f ford to Weflon-Favell, and officiated as Curate to his 
ather. : „ 
The firſt of his writings which raifed the attention of 
the Public, was his Medirations, publiſhed in Feb. 1745-606. 
This performance being deſervedly well i the 
Public, a ſecond volume, containing Contemplations on the 
Night and Starry Heavens, and A Winter Piece, came abroad 
in Dec. 1747. | . 50 
In June, 1750, his health being much impaired by his 
great attention to duty, and his friends judging that the 
change of air might be of benefit to him, they formed a 
deſign, which they executed, of conveying him to Lon- 
don, under a pretence of his riding a few miles in a friend's 
poſt chaiſe; who was going thither. He ſtaid in London 
from June, 1750, until April or May, 1752 ; during which 
2 time he was viſited with a ſevere ſickneſs, which had well- 
nig put a period to his painful life: but he recovered, 
and, upon his father's death, in May, 1752, he returned 
to Meſton, and ſucceeded him in the family livings of 
Wefton Favell, worth about 1001. and of Collingtree, five 
miles from it, worth about 80 l. a year. For ſome time 
he remained determined to have W:/-Favell only, and 
this he frequently declared to his family and friends, and 
refuſed to accept of Collingtree, or to qualify himſelf for 
it; inſomuch, that it was in danger of lapſing to the 
Biſhop ; but at length, through the earneſt and canſtant 
intreaties of his family, and of his friends, who unknown 
to him, had ſent to, and procured from, Oxford, the ne- 
ceſſary certificates of his being a batchelor of Arts, in 
order to his taking his Maſter's Degree at Clare-hall, 
Cambridge, he was after much importunity, prevailed 
on to comply with their requeſt : and when he waited 
upon Dr. Thomas, the then Biſhop of Peterborough, for in- 
ſtitution to Callingtree, which was near fix months after 
he had been inducted into Veſton, he ſaid to him; © I 
ſuppoſe your Lordſhip will be ſurprized to ſee Janes 
Hervey come to deſire your Lordſhip. to permit ham to 
be a Pluraliſt ; but J aſſure you, I & it to ſatisfy the re- 
peated ſolicitations of my mother and my ſiſter, and not 
: to pleaſe my ſelf.” ; 


His 


* 
IS, 


0200; 


His labours, both in his miniſterial office and "MN his u- 


dy, were purſued by him as _ as poſſible, under the 
diſadvantage of a very weak conſtitution of body; which 
together with the ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, be ſupported 
without a ſingle expreſſion of peeviſhneſs: That illneſs 
had long been coming on him, but greatly increaſed in 
the beginning of October 1758, and grew very formida- 
ble in the-December following ; for on 
that month in the evening, after prayer in his family, 
he ſeemed to he arreſted by the meſſenger of death, ſo 
that the united aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant, with 
difficulty, enabled him to get up ſtairs into his room. 
His illneſs gaining ground every day, he ſoon became 
ſenſible that his end was approaching. He had frequent. 
and violent returns of the cramp, which gave him moſt 
acute pain. He had likewiſe a hectic cough, which af- 


flicted him ſo grievouſly in the night, that he could ſel- 


Sunday the 3d of 


dom lie in bed till four“ in the morning: and was often 


obliged to riſe at two, eſpecially as opfum (how much 
ſoever guarded by other medicines) would not a 

with him. On the 15th of that month, he complamed 
of a pain in his ſide; for which, at his own defire, he 
was blooded ; though his phyſician, Dr. Stonbouſe, in 


whom he placed the greateſt confidence, had objected 


to it, apprehending h m too weak to bear any evacua- 
tion of that kind. N 5 | * 


On the 1 th, the pains of his body abated, and he 
grew drowſy and lethargic ; but in the night following 
+ Bae 1155 © wo 


his immediate death was apprehended: 
"The next day (the zoth) he was vifiſted by his wor- 


thy friend Pr. $0zhouſe, who declared, that in his opi- 
nion, Mr, Hervey could not live above three or four days; 


and diſcourſing on the r of riches to the 
Irreligious, Mr. Hervey replied, “ True, Doctor, true, 


the only valuable treaſures are in heaven. What would 


it avail me now to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury? Diſeaſe 


would ſhew no reſpe& tõ my mitre. ' That prelate Dr. 


Secter] is not only very great, but, T am tol „he has re- 


—— 
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ben Mr. Herwey vas in tolerable health, he rarely lay 
in bed after fix, even in the winter ; and roſt fill earker in 


the ſummer, 
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ly emaciated, and his 
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Chriſt makes no difference between us. Oh! why then 
do miniſters thus neglect the charge of ſo kind a Saviour; 
fawn upon the Great, and hunt aſter worldly prefer- 
ments with ſo much eagerneſs, to the diſgrace of our 
Order? Theſe, theſe are the things, Doctor, and not 
our poverty or obſcurity, which render the Clergy ſo 
zuſtly contemptible to the worldlings. No wonder the 
ſervice of our church, grieved I am to ſay it, is become 


ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing, ſince it is, alas too generally 


executed by perſons dead to godlineſs in all their con- 
verſation: whoſe indifference to religion, and worldly- 
minded behaviour proclaim the little regard they pay to 
the doctrines of the Lord who bought them.“ 
The day before his death, Mr. Hervey went a few ſteps 
© a-croſs his room, but immediately finding his ſtrength 
failing him, he ſunk rather than fell down ; his fall be- 
ing broken. by his ſiſter, who obſerving his weakneſs, 


ran and caught him; but he fainted away, and was in 
all appearance dead, it being a conſiderable time before 


any pulſe could be perceived. When he came to himſelf, 
and his brother Mr. William Heruey, who was come from 


- Londento viſit him, ſaid, We were afraid you was gone:”_ 
he anſwered, I wiſh I had.” And well he might wiſh 


ſo, for his ſtrength 232 exhauſted, his body extreme- 
ones ſo ſore, that he could not 
bear any one to touch him, when it was neceſſary to move 


him about. Yet under all this calamity he was ever 


praiſing God for his mercies, and for enduing him with, 
patience. 


ligion really at heart : yet it is godlineſs, and not grau- 
| deur, that will avail him hereafter. The Goſpel is offer- 
ed to me a poor country parſon, the ſame as to his Grace: 
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On the 25th (Chriſtmas Day) he complained much all 


day of a great inward confli& which he had, laying his. 


hand upon his breaſt, and ſaying, ** Ol you know not 


moſt conſtantly lifted up his eyes towards heaven, with 
his hands elaſped together in a praying form, and ſaid, 
two or three times, When this great conflict is over, 

then “ but ſaid no more; though it was underſtood, 
he meant that then he ſhould go to reſt, 0 ES 


ho great a conflict I have.” During this time, he al- 


Be. 
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25 Dr. Stan bouſe came to him about three hours before 
he expired. As the Doctor was taking his final leave f 
him, Mr. Hervey expreſſed great gratitude for his viſits 
though it had been long out of the power of medicines 
to cure him. He then pauſed a little, and with great ſe- 
renity and ſweetneſs in his countenance, though the 
pangs of death were upon him, he raifed a little in his 
chair, repeated thoſe words, Lord, now letteſt thy ſervant 
depart in peace, according to thy moſt holy and comfortable word, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy precious ſalvation. Here Dacs 
tor, is my cordial : . What are all the cordials given to 
ſupport the Dying in compariſon of that which ariſes 
from the promiſes of Salvation by Chriſt ? This, this ſup- 
ports me.” About three o'clock he ſaid, ** The great 
conflict is over,-Now all is done.“ After which, he = 
ſcarce ſpoke any other word intelligibly, except now and 
then, precious Salvation. 2 1 8 
During the laſt hour he ſaid nothing, but leaned his 
head againſt the fide of an eaſy chair, and without a ſigh, 
roan, ſtruggle, or the leaſt emotion in the world, he 
hut his eyes, and died between four and five in the a. 
ternoon, on Chriſtmas. Day 1758, in the forty fifth year 
of his age. FRO TT "LIIIRS - H” 
When his body was conveyed to Church, it was cove- 
red by his expreſs deſire with the poor's pall, and he was 
buried under the middle of the Communion-Table in the 
Chancel of Wefton-Fawell Church. _-. „ 
His character, both in his public and private capacity, 
was of the moſt exemplary kind. —_ ret OS. 
As a Miniſter, he performed all the duties of that of- - . * 
- fice with the greateſt ſtrictneſs. In the pulpit he was 
earneſt and fervent, and ſhewed that he felt the efficacy _ 
of what he preached. Nor did he think it ſufficient 9 
preach on Sundays only, but ſet up a weekly Lecture every * i 
Wedneſday evening *, at Veſton-Fawell church, which 
was very well attended. His zeal for the performange 
of his duty was, however, for ſome time before he fied,” 
p— — — — — | 
* This lecture was held during the winter half year at Jeven, | 
as it did not then interfere with the work of the ng p- 
ple; and he illuminated the church out of his own pockets not » 


cbuſing to put the pariſe to am additional expence. 
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Suck interrupted i the ill ſtate of his health, which 
would not permit him perſonally to take due care even 
the pariſh of M fon, where he reſided. —A circumſtance 
Mo gave him inexpreſlible concern. The laſt two 
or three years of his life he could ſcarce do any thing 
more than preach once on a Sunday, when people from. 
many miles around flocked to hear him. His Wedneſ- 
day evening Lecture at ſeven, he diſcontinued for the 
laſt year. He had not been able for ſome time to 
_ preach at Collingtree, or to viſit his pariſhioners at their. 
wn houſes, as his cuſtom had been ; but he encouraged 
them tocome to him, and to converſe freely upon the ſub- 
jects relating to their eternal intereſts, and on ſuch occa- 
Hons he would ſpeak with a force and propriety peculiar 
to himſelf. He would frequently lament his inability to- 
ſerve his people, comparing himſelf to a bleeding diſa- 
bled ſoldier, and only not ſlain. 
He always preached without notes, except on ſome- 
very particular occaſions ; but his method was judicious, 
clear, and not incumbered with too many ſubdiviſions. 
His weakneſs rendering bim for ſeveral months before his 
death incapable of ſpeaking to his congregation as uſual, ; 
he ſhortened hisdiſcourſes, andtook a * uſeful method 4 
of inculcating his inſtructions; for after he had expoun- 
died his text, and divided hisfermoni into two heads (rarely 
into more, and never exceeding three) he would ſpeak 
briefly, and atthe concluſion of each Head inforce what 
he had ſaid, by a pertinent text of Scripture, deſiring his 
e bes bf (which was mane very numerous) to 
to their Bibles, and double down that text. Now, 
ded he, my dear brethren, if you forget my fermon,. 
555 cannot orget God's word in this text, unleſs you- 
Wilfully throw your Bibles 5g Shew theſe to your 
Chlor n, or the abſent part of your family when you re- 
„turn home.” Then he gave a ſtriking exhortation, and 
Ades end of it another text for them fo double down, ſo 
had always three texts ; in order to their finding 
of which, he pauſed in the py nit two or three . 
This method was 3 another good * 


3 obliged the generality of his hearers to eir Bi- | 
bles, 157 toſe who were LA Ah a Bible loft +2 henefit 


0 we texts, 4 were unemployed, yhile the majority 


turns 


3 
9 


in his public diſcourſes of his uſual elegance of ſtile, and 


followed the example of Lurber, who in his Table-talk 
ſays, If in my preaching I were to pay a regard to 


ing to church, and ſeveral having frequented the ale 


fodder their cattle, when other people are Fetus to 
church? No, Sir, - Does God Almighty. bleſs 


concluded with prayer. 
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who had one were buſy in looking for the paſſages reſer- 
red to in his ſerm mo. RE SA 

He endeavoured as much as poſſible to diveſt himſelf 


— 
= 


to adapt his language to the loweſt capacity. In this be 


Philip Melan&hon and other learned Divines, then I ſhould 
do little good. I preach in the plaineſt manner to the 
illiterate, and that gives content to all. Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin, I ſpare till we learned ones come together,“ 
His method of catechiſing children in Church, and of 
ſpeaking to them in private, was very engaging and ule- 
ful. He would aſk not only ſuch queſtions as were ſuit= * 
able to the words of the catechiſm, but alſo ſuch as would - 
rike at the capital vices of his pariſhoners, yet without 
giving perſonal offence. Cr RET Hy 

Some of his pariſhoners having lain in bed on a Sun- _ 
day morning longer than he approved—and others hav-+ 4 
ing been buly in foddering their cattle when he was com- 


houſe, he thus catechiſed one of the children before the 
congregation. RES bale o 

Repeat me the fourth commandment — Now, litelle 
man, do you underſtand the meaning of this command= - 
ment ? Yes, Sir,—Then, if you do, you will be able to 


anſwer me theſe queſtions.—Do thoſe keep holy the ſab- 
bath - day, who lie in bed till eight or ning o'clogk in the 


morning, inſtead of riſing to ſay their prayers and read 
the Bible? No, Sir.—Do thoſe keep the ſabbath ho 


1 


ch peo- 
ple as go to alehouſes, and don't mind the inſtrudtions of 
their miniſter ? No, Sir. Don't thoſe who love God mad 
the Bible to their families, particularly. on Sunday exen- 
ings, and have prayers every morning and night in their 
houſes, Yes, Sir.— c 0” ET 
He ſupped at eight dery night, and at nine he ex- 
ounded a text of ſcripture for about a quarter of an 
our, and ſeldom longer, except when ſome friend was pre- 
ſent, to whom he thought his diſcourſe might be uſeful, 
or when particularly requeſted to inlarge. After this, 225 4 
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He breakfaſted at nine, and about eight he called his 
family together and required each of his ſervants to re- 
peat® by heart the text which he had explained the pre- 
ceding evening, and then he would recapitulate his ex- 
. poſition; by which method, both his text and commen- 
tary were imprinted'on their memories; after this he 
had prayers. | | | : 
In the afternoon, when he was called down to tea, he 
uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teſtament with 
him, and would ſpeak either upon one or more verſes, as 
occaſion offered. And in the ſummer ſeaſon he wou'd 
now and then drink tea, when his health would permit 
him, with ſome of his moſt ſerious pariſnoners; and then 
fre or ſix of the neighbours were invited; and Mr. Her- 
vey's converſation was remarkably affecting, as he had a 
happy talent at ſpiritualizing almoſt every incident; and 
was naturally of a moſt obliging and chearful:difpoſt- 
tion: | . 

In the exerciſe of his charity, he choſe to cloath the 
poor rather than to give them money; and he would get 
ſome judicigus perſon to buy linnen, coarſe cloth, ſtock- 
ings, ſhoes, &c. for them at the beſt hand; alledging 
that the poor could not purchaſe on ſuch good terms 
what they wanted at the little ſnops, and with ſmall ſums 
of money. I am, ſaid he, God's Steward for the poor, 
and I muſt huſband the little pittance I. have to beſtow 


# 


upon them, and make it go as far as poſſible.” But when 


money would be really ſerviceable to a family, as to a 


prudent houſekeeper, diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or misfor- 
tunes, he would give five, or more, guineas at a time; 


taking care that it ſnould not be known whence the mo- 
ney came. He was particularly deſirous of getting the 
advice of a phyſician (or at leaſt of ſome judicious apo- 
thecary) for the ſick poor; and was ever ready to pro- 
cure them the very beſt medicines. He would frequently 


petition ſuch phyſicians of his acquaintance in different 


parts of the kingdom, as he apprehended to be charita- 
bly diſpoſed, to give their advice occaſionally, when they. 
rode through a town, to ſuch poor creatures as the cler- 
gyman of the place, or ſome. ſubſtantial inhabitant, ſhould 


recommend as real objects of compaſſion, He greatly 


diſapproved of the clergy's attempting to give medicines 
1 to 
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to their pariſhoners; as he thought it ĩmpoſſihle ſor em 
to do it with the requiſite judgment. Let my brethzen; 
he would ſay, give them wine, bread, or beer, and get 
good ſpoon-meats made for them; but medieines are of 
too important a nature to be given indiſcriminately.? 
He obſerved, that by his own method the ſick poor had 
the very beſt medicines, as the phyſician ſaw them him- 
ſelf, and bought them very cheap, becauſe the apothe- 
cary knowing they were for charitable uſes, charged the 
| . no more than * prime coſt, with ſome little al 
owance merely for his trouble in compounding them; 
and as the phyſician knew what diſeaſes were curable, 
there was no waſte of medicines in fruitleſs u to 
cure caſes, which, though actually incurable, perſons of 
leſs judgment could not pronounce to be ſo. e 
He gave away a great number of good books, with 
fuitable inſtructions for their uſe; and eſpecially; Bibles, 
All the future profits of his works, he has left to ſome 
of the charitable uſes above ſpecified, except his Madita 
tions ; the copy of which he had ſold, after it had paſſed 
thro' ſeveral editions; which ſale of the copy, and the 
profits of the former impreſſions, amounted to about ſe- 
ven hundred pounds; all of which he gave away in cha- 
rity. He ſaid, that it was devoted to God, and that he 
would on no account apply it to worldly uſes; that he 
wrote not for profit or fame, but to ſerve the cauſe of 43 
God: and has Providence had bleffed his attempt, he 
thought himſelf bound to relieve the diſtreſſes of his fel» © | 
low- creatures with it. | „ 4 
la any expence relating to himſelf; he was extreme 
frugal, that he might be liberal to others; and it was 
always his deſire to die juſt even with the world, “ Iwill 
be my own'executor, ſaid he.“ And as he died on Chriſt- 
mas day, his fund expired almoſt with his life. What 
little remained, he deſired might be given in warm cloa- 
thing to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. e 


. «© | 
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* Whenever he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of Apothecaries on theſe © | 
charitable occaſions, he dtfired the favour of them to relinquiſh © 
their uſual profits; promiſin gon that condition, to repay aut 
they might be out of pocket, mM. 
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it could not in the leaſt leſſen the reſpect paid to him in 
his own pariſh and neighbourhood, where he was ſo well 


known, yet he would unqueſtionably have avoided it, if 


he had lived in a more public ſcene, where the decency 
and propriety of appearance are of much greater impor. 


tance. 
In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was almoſt | 


as familiar to him as his native language. He was a great 
maſter of the claſſicks; and in the younger part of his 
life had written ſome copies of verſes, which ſhewed no 


. contemptible genius for poetry, He had a critical know- 


ledge of the Hebrew tongue, and delighted in it. 

ith reſpe& to his private capacity, he was never 
known to be in a paſſion. No worldly concerns (though 
he ſometimes met with very trying ones) ever affected 


him. His humility rendered him invulnerable.— When 


he was miſrepreſented and calumniated, he would ſay, 
66 Our enemies are ſometimes our beſt friends, and tell 
us truths; and then we ſhould amend our faults, and 
be thankful for ſmek information: and if what they ſay 


be not true, and only ſpoke thro? malice, then ſuch per- 


ſons are to be conſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, and 
that he would pray for them, They are to be pitied, 
ſays he, and I might as juſtly be angry with a man, who 
is diſeaſed in his body.” In his ordinary tranſactions 
with others, he was ever chearful, punctual, juſt, and 
candid to perſons of every denomination. He frequently 
wrote religious letters to his acquaintance according to 
their different circumſtances, in the moſt amiable and 
convincing manner. 


{og (99) TY 
He was indeed too negligent of his dreſs, which, tho“ 
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the other ſide rolls the great an 
ſhips, and where is that Leviathan, whom the Almighteix 


Pn A, 


; 4* "3" 9p; 
STOKE-ABBEY, June 19, 1758. 


Dear Sifter, | 1 $2 


s cc W ILL you accept of another letter from your. 


loving brother, who... would fain be help- 
ful to your immortal intereſts ? I think I wrote to you 
when at London; I know not what acceptance that letter 
found, but I can aſſure you it meant nothing but good, 
ſpiritual-benefit, and everlaſting advantage to you. 
„% hope my father and mother are more eaſy with 
regard to me and my welfare. My diſorder is a langour 
and faintneſs, a feebleneſs and inability for action, which 
is increaſed or leſſened according to the various tempe- 
rature of the weather, I bleſs God Almighty, [ am not 
deprived of my appetite to food, neither are my bones 
chaſtened with pain, ſo that many impute all my com- 
plaints to a hippiſh and over-timorous turn of mind, to 
a diſtempered imagination, rather than a' diſordered . 


© body. 
b 


« I write this in a pleaſure- houſe of Mr. ****, ſituate 
upon a high cliff, on the very edge of the ſea. On one 
fide a vaſt tract of land extends itſelf, finely diverſified by 
ſtately trees, floating corn, and | my e for cattle. on 

wide ſea, where go the 


Creator has made to take his paſtime therein. Which 
way ſoever I look, I meet with footſteps of the divine 
immenſity : I view thy great and marvellous works, O 
Lord God omnipotent : Fam encountered with ten thou- 
ſand arguments, to fear thy tremendous power, and love 
thy diffuſive goodneſs. Oh } how fafe are they, who 


have ſo infinite and mighty a Being for their guard! how _ 
happy are they who have fo inexhauſtably rich a God 


for their portion ! But, how wretched, dear ſifter, how 
miſerably and emphatically wretehed, who have ſuch a 
one for their enemy and avenger ! Oh! how can our 
feeble frame, that ſhrinks at a little light affliction, that 
is but for a moment,—how can it bear the never-ending 


vengeance of that Ne arm, which ſtretched — M 
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tempt, yet I find favour and good underſtanding almôſt 
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Cornwall, and ſeen wonderous workmanſhip of the all. 
creating God: ragged rocks, roaring ſeas, frightful pre 
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have been about twenty or twenty ſix miles into 


cipices, and dreadiullx.ſteep hills. At Biddeford, a mar- 
ket town, about fourteen, miles off, I am prettty well _ 
known, and am a little eſteemed. It. ãs. ſtrange to tell, but 
let it be to the glory of God's free and undeſerved goods 
neſs, though J am worthy of ſhame and univerſal con- 
ner ee | 
„% Mr. s houſe.js ſituate. in a fine vale. It is ant 
ancient ſtructure, built for the uſe of religious recluſes, 
and has an antique, grave and fotemn aſpect. Before it 
is a neat ſpot of ground ſet apart for the uſe of a garden, 
enriched with fraits, and beautified with flowers. This 


leads into a curious ſort of-artificial-wilderneſs, made of 


. viſion of God, and the fulneſs of joy that is in his pre- | 


ems and limes, planted in rows, cut into form, and uni- 
ting their branches. In the midſt is a fountain large 
enough to ſwim in, and a little engine playing the wa- 
ters. On each ſide are arbours for ſhade, in various parts 4 
ſeats for reft : on the right hand runs parallel to ita clear 
purling brook, repleniſhed with trout ; on theleft a thick 
rove, hanging from the file of a hill: the one-ſerves ÞF 
for a watery mound, the other is a leafy ſhelter from the 
north wind; and both, I think, greatly ornamental. 
This you will ſay is pleaſant ; but how unworthy to be 
compared with thoſe bliſsful manſions fitting up for the _. 
righteous in the heaven of heavens! ' This, and if there 
be any other ſpot-a thouſand times more delicate, is no 
better than a howling Wilderneſs, if compared with the 
regions of Paradiſe. 1 wiſh my dear ſiſter would earneſtxʒ 
ſeek for God's grace, to draw off her affections from F 
earthly delights, and fix them there where reaWſabſtan- ' 7 
tial, and eternal joys are to be found, 'vie; on the bliſsful 


fence for evermore. Vout, cc. 
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